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FOREWORD

Index to the Jamaica Library Association/Library and Information Association of Jamaica
Bulletin, 1950-2006

As Head of the Department of Library and Information Studies of the University of the West
Indies, and as one committed to the advancement of library and information studies, | am very
pleased to have been invited to write this foreword to the first comprehensive index to the
Bulletin, the main publication of the Association.

This publication is intended to reflect topics covered in the Bulletin and initially serves the
purpose of consolidating information on the articles and other works which appeared in the
Bulletin over its fifty six years of publication. It also provides several access points for each
article, book review, conference report, interview, or photograph, thus enabling librarians,
researchers, students and practitioners in all areas to quickly search and locate the required
information by subject keyword, author or title. These multiple access points therefore enable
anyone interested in accessing information on the Association, the profession of librarianship,
its specialized areas, and related institutions to locate information in a variety of ways.

The comprehensive coverage of the contents of the Bulletin over more than half a
century is an excellent starting point for a database on librarianship in Jamaica and in the
region, and | congratulate the compilers on having produced this valuable work, which greatly
increases the accessibility of the material published in the Bulletin since its inception.

Fay Durrant (Prof.)

Dept of Library and information Studies
The University of the West Indies.

July 9th 2006



Introduction

The first issue of the Jamaica Library Association Bulletin appeared in May 1950 and it has
since evolved into the Library and Information Association of Jamaica Bulletin with the change
of the Association’s name. Since the publication of the first issue fifty-six years ago there has
been a significant improvement in its content from essentially a newsletter format about the
Association and its members to more informative and scholarly style about the profession of
librarianship and its application in Jamaica. The sentiments expressed in the editorial of the first
issue of the Bulletin still holds true:

“that the publishing by a professional association of its own periodical is generally an indication
that the members display and maintain a wide and active interest inmatters touching their pro-
fession both home and abroad.”

Publication History

The Bulletin has never been indexed and in compiling the index it was realised that for some
years no issue of the Bulletin was published. Issues appeared fairly regularly from 1950-1995
and from 2000-2006 with just a few gaps. Specifically it seems that no issues were published
during the following periods: 1953, 1958-1962, 1964, 1969, 1985, 1996-1999 and 2001. In
the initial period, annual issues were published until the late seventies. This period onwards saw
combined issues for 1978-1979, 1980-1981, 1982-1983, 1984-1986, 1987-1988, 1989-
1990, 1991-1992, and 1993-1995. These were followed by single issues in 2000 and 2002 to
again be followed by combined issues for 2003-2004 and 2005-2006. Neither the holdings of
the National Library of Jamaica, the University of the West Indies Library, the Department 'of
Library & Information Studies, the Jamaica Library Service nor some personal collections
yielded the missing issues which led the indexers to believe that they were not published. The
numbering pattern of the Bulletin also changed from time to time. Two issues were published in
the first year and were designated Volume 1, numbers 1 and 2, and thereafter issues were
numbered 3 to 9 coming out once each year from 1951 to 1963. Publication resumed in 1965
with volume 2 number 1, ending that run with volume 2 number 5 in 1970. The gaps in the run
of issues did not affect the sequence of the volumes up to this point. Between 1971 and 1977
single issues appeared annually with no reference to the terms “volume” and “numbers” This
was then followed by the combined issues described above. In order to verify whether an issue
was not published in a particular year or span of years the indexers examined the coverage of
presidential addresses, or entries such as results of examinations, which, if missing years
appeared in the combined issues it was safe to conclude that there was a legitimate gap in the
publication. The 50th anniversary issue published in 2000, for example, carried messages from
presidents for 1999 and 2000.



Coverage

The Bulletin was indexed comprehensively. Only advertisements and other ephemera were
excluded. The index includes all articles, book reviews, photographs, presidential addresses,
editorials, interviews and any activity included in the bulletin relevant to the Association. In some
cases the indexers had to supply a title, add text to the title or shorten the title. This was
particularly the case with captions for photographs. The additions are included in square brackets
and ellipses are used in cases where the title had to be shortened.

Arrangement

Two indexes are provided, a subject/keyword index and an author/title index. The subjects and key-
words are based on current terminology in the field as well as terms used in the Library of Congress
Subject Headings List. Entries appear alphabetically by author or title within the subject arrange-
ment. The integrated author/title index arrangement is in one sequence under the
surname of the author or the first word of the title, ignoring the initial article if it is the first word.
Due to financial limitations which restricted the size of the publication, photographs were only
included in the subject index. Book reviews appeared in some of the earlier issues of the Bulletin
and these are included in the index under the subject “Book reviews” with additional access points
under the author and title of the review in the author /title index. See also references are used in
the author/ title index to guide users to authors whose names have changed over time. As the
subject index in relatively limited in size references were used sparingly.

Acknowledgements

We would like to thank the University of the West Indies, Office of Graduate Studies and Research
for awarding us funding for the publication of the index and the Library and Information Association
of Jamaica for its support in this project. We also thank the National Library of Jamaica, the
Department of Library and Information Studies and the University of the West Indies (Mona,
Jamaica) Library for access to their holdings of the Bulletin. Thanks also to Professor Fay Durrant for
graciously agreeing to write the Foreword.

We hope that with the convenience of an index, it will be easier to access the information contained
in the Bulletin. The index also points information professionals to areas where research is needed
in our region.

Leona Bobb- Semple
Rosemarie Runcie
November, 2006
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