


ERRATA

The Research and Publications Working Party regrets the errors
which appear in the Bulletin,

pel 1.28 should read '"... Medical and Science Libraries, U.W.I1,, Mona."
pe2 1.20 should read "Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. Y. Lawrence."
1.35 " " "Chairman of Sub-Committee"
1.38 " " MMrs. S. Iton"
pe4 col. 1, 1. 48 should read "am glad to ..."
col. 2, 1. 9 delete '"and"
pPe3 col. 2, 1. 48 should read '""competence to operate ..."
col, 3,1, 55 " tare slowly «.."
pe6 col. 3,1. 1 " " nflow of knowledge that can be transmitted ...
whether on papyrus or on parchment ... But we ..."
pe7 Advertisement should read in part "Dealers in stationery «.."
pe8 col. 1, 1. 43 delete "for"
p.10 col. 2, 1. 24 should read "... benefit, except ..."
pell col. 2, 1. 24 should read '"Developing countries ... "
pel9 col. 2, 1. 44 should read '"Winston. Hillel Academy."
pe27 col. 1, 1. 29 should read "Davis, Mrs. Shirley - B.A. (English Hons.,
UOWOI. ..."
p.31 Captio% should read "Dr. W. Boyd Rayward, visiting lecturer «.."
col. 1, 1. 6 should read '"Many people watered it, nurtured ..."
col. 2, 1. 2 should read '"these two «.."
pe33 col. 1, 1. 35 should read "a myriad of individual cells with ..."
col. 1, 1. 44 should read " ... most teacher - "
col. 2, 1. 25 should read "... teacher-librarians"
col. 3, 1., 35 should read "... seek dissolution"
col. 3, 1. 37 " " tphetter facilities, more and more."
p+42 Gaption should read "Launching of the Schools' Library Section. Signatures
of persons present at the Inaugural Meeting, November 17, 1973."
p.30 Title should read "The background to the Medical and Science Branch
Libraries, University of the West Indies, Mona."
pe51 col. 2, 1. 18 should read "be gauged from «.."
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CONGRATULATIONS

This year THE JAMAICA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION marks twenty five years
of active and continuous service to the promotion and development of libraries
and librarians throughout the Island. These have been years of which the Associa-
tion can be justly proud and we look forward with immeasurable optimism to
further years of service.

On behalf of the Jamaica Library Association, | extend heartiest congratu-
lations to the Chairman and members of the RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS
WORKING PARTY ‘for working so untiringly to produce the Bulletin in printed
form this year. '

This special bulletin, although “not the official anniversary publication,
heralds the beginning of a series of efforts and events planned to gather
momentum as we progress with the celebrations to mark our first quarter
century.

We, herewith, drink a toast to the long life and continued advancement of our

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. -
7 7 -
»
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o I
/ Joyce L. Robinson,

President 1973/4.




PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

By R.L.C. Aarons

At  the Annual General Meeting of the Jamaica

Library Association on 26th January, 1972.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| should like first of all, Mr. Chairman,
to thank you for your very kind words of
introduction and the good wishes ex-
pressed for a successful year’s tenure of
office. For my part, | should like to take
this opportunity of saying also that | am
deeply conscious of the honour of being
elected to serve as President of this
Association and trust that my vyear's
tenure of office will prove, at least, to be
as successful and as fruitful as yours has
been.

Indeed | must also confess that one of
the chief considerations that encouraged
me to accept nomination to the office was
that very sensible provision in our const-
itution which ordains that immediate Past
Presidents automatically retain member-
ship on the Executive Committee during
the year after demitting office.

This, of course, ensures that the ex-
perience and wisdom acquired during the
year remains available for the new-comer.
Many other Associations as we know
only too well have not had the good
fortune of being so happily constituted.

Indeed, if we are to believe the anthro-
pologists, many primitive societies even
went to the other extreme and put their
kings, chief executives, or whatever they
called them, to death immediately after
serving their year in office.

| am glad to say, however, that we in
the Library Association have a more
humane tradition. We punish our im-
mediate Past Presidents by keeping them
on the Committee, and | hope Mr. Chair-
man, you will not be surprised that |
intend to take full advantage of this very
happy circumstance.

And | may add that should Mr. Stuart,
the pre-immediate Past President (who |
an glad to see is once again on the
Committee) expects that he will be spared
either, he is very much mistaken!

| dare say that at this point of time it
has become a common-place to say that
the year 1972 is likely to be remembered
as one of the land-mark years in the life of
the Jamaica Library Association. For this
of course, was the year that all sorts of
things happened.
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First, we had our initial venture into
the mainstream of internationalism by
hosting here in Kingston our first Inter-
national Library Conference. There were
seventeen countries represented and the
number of participants was in excess of
250. As a result of the high quality of
organizational skills displayed by the
various sub-committees responsible, and
and the equally high degree of pro-
fessional participation enjoyed, not only
was the Conference voted an over-
whelming success, but it demonstrated to
all concerned if indeed any proof were
needed that Library Development in Ja-
maica had truly come of age.

This was the year, too that in acc-
ordance with a proclamation issued by
UNESCO we, along with other countries,
celebrated International Book Year with
the stated objective of focusing attention
of the public as well as governments and
international organizations, on the role of
of the Book in society. As our particular
contribution to this world-wide effort, a
Book fair, running concurrently with the
Conference and organized by the Assoc-
iation, was held at the National Arena
from 25th April to 2nd May.

During this year, too, our Association
was represented at two important Con-
ferences abroad; one an International

S

Federation of Library Associations (IFLA)
Congress held in Budapest Hungary at
which our representative was the Pres-
ident of the Association, Mr. Ingram, and
the other, a Commonwealth Library Ass-
ociation meeting held in Lagos, Nigeria at
which our representative was Miss Leila
Thomas, the Chairman of our 1972 Con-
ference Committee.

At both these gatherings favourable
mention was made regarding our Con-
ference held here earlier in the year and it
was probably not surprising therefore
that at this later Conference, the very

-important decision was taken to site the

Secretariat of the newly established Com-
monwealth Library Association here in
Kingston. Members will recall that it was
only at last year's A.G.M. that the matter
came up for public mention and at the
time it hardly seemed possible that we
would have been successful in our bid
to have it located in this Country.

| have no doubt whatever that this
decision was influenced in no little
measure by the widely reported success of
our own Conference as also by a reali-
zation that here in Jamaica we had the
necessary professional skills and could
provide the social and intellectual climate
in which an important Commonwealth
agency of this nature could be com-



fortably accomodated.

It is more than probable, too, that the
persuasive skills employed by our delegate
to this conference had a far greater
influence on this decision that she is
willing to admit!

Now; | dare say that while it is natural
for a body such as ours to take some
justifiable pride in what has been accom-
plished so far, the establishment of our
various library systemsand library school,
for instance this does not mean that we
are necessarily satisfied that we are coping
successfully with all the little nagging
problems of every-day administration or
that there aren’t areas in which we have

failed to keep pace with prevailing trends.

That we are only too well aware of this
need for constant self-analysis and self-
examination in order to improve our
effectiveness was amply demonstrated by
the wording of the slogan chosen as the
theme of our 1972 Conference: - Libraries
And The Challenge Of Change, a chall-
enging theme if ever there was one! and,
moreover, a frank acceptance of the fact
that the Library, as an institution, was
being subjected to the same pressures and
challenges as were being directed against
almost every other institution of the
contemporary world. Indeed, the very
essence of the problem lay in an aware-
ness, that if the library as an institution
was to survive and maintain its effective-
ness in this modern-day world of ours, it
had, perforce, to adapt itself to the
changing life-styles and patterns and to
vary its approach accordingly.

Here, in fact, was a classic example of
a Toynbeean situation!

You will, of course, recall that Arnold
Toynbee, trying to determine the cause
underlying the rise and disintegration of
civilizations, and searching for what he
calls the "positive factor” underlying
such changes, developed his well known
theory of Challenge and Response. He
goes on to show that to every challenge
there had to be a corresponding response
and the outcome was, to a large extent,
dependent on the sort of response made
to the particular challenge.

With this yardstick of Toynbee's in
mind, then, what specifically are the chal-
lenges facing the library to-day? Not any
particular library, of course, but the
library in general; an institution, a medium
call it what you will - for the storing
and dissemination of information.

No one who was privileged to be
present during that week of conference
could have failed to be impressed by
the high degree of professionalism dis-
played in examining the various aspects
of library practice. Not every paper, of
course, dealt specifically with the theme
of challenge. Some adopted a more general
approach. But there could be no deny-
ing the fact that every effort was made by
the panelists to identify the areas in

which it was felt that the challenges were
most pressing, and the need for change
urgent. Significant too was, that every
library system was given the same care-
ful and attentive scrutiny. Not only the
Public Library, but the University Library,
the Special Library and the Children’s
Library as well.

And what may we ask was the result
of all this public examination and dis-
cussion?

What follows is, of course, merely a
personal view and | dare say that when
the entire conference papers are edited
and evaluated, it may turn out other-
wise; but it seemed to me that, although
not explicitly stated, there was general
opinion that the challenges were of two
kinds.

1 The challenge within the profession
itself. The need to update skills; to
keep abreast of all the modern methods
for the retrieval and storage of infor-
mation; automation, computerism and
the like.

2 The more general challenge to the
library itself which it was admitted,
was under fierce competition from the
electronic media.

These, it seemed to me were the two
areas in which the challenges appeared
most pressing and the need for the
necessary response more urgent.

May 1, however, quite frankly state
that as regards (1) | am certainly not
competent to speak. This, | submit, is a
matter for the expert; the computer
scientist or the information scientist; or
more particularly, for the professional
operating within his or her own special
system. Matters such as the degree of
automation necessary, of the ‘systems’
approach need not engage our attention
at the moment. | am confident that
when the time comes, and the need for
it arises, the various library systems oper-
ating here in Jamaica will be able to find
staff with the required skills and com-
petent to operate and make use of these
tools of modern technology.

No, it seems to me that the challenge
with which we are more particularly con-
cerned here is the challenge to the medium
itself, to the written word, and the first
step in meeting this challenge is to affirm
the primacy of the book; its primacy over
any other medium in the storing and
transmitting of information. Or, as the
preamble to the UNESCO Charter of the
Book puts it: —

books remain the essential tools for
preserving and diffusing the world’s
storehouse of knowledge.

And as one of the Articles says regarding
libraries,

Libraries occupy a central position in
the distribution of books. As a public
service they promote reading which,

in turn, advances individual well-being.
life-long education and economic and
social progress.

There were, however, many suggestions
and examples given showing how these
aims could best be furthered by making
use of the electronic media itself, audio-
vision, the radio, the television screen, in
promoting the habit of reading and the
use of books.

| am happy to say that many of these
methods of approach have, for a long time
been in operation here and probably only
needing greater emphasis and enlargement
of scope in order to make them more
effective. Nor has the public library
system been unaware of the need for a
more positive approach in bringing the
younger reader within the ambit of its
reader net-work.

Methods such as the ‘children’s story
hour’ and the hobby class have long been
trusty aids in maintaining interest. And
| hope | will be pardoned (seeing thatin

this respect | also wear another hat)
if | mention one development of which

we in the public library sector are part-
icularly proud, | speak of course of the
progressive extension of the Book-mobile
service as well as the Schools Library
Service, into rural Jamaica. In recent
months the acquisition of four additional
Book-mobiles to the public library system
has made it possible for this service to be
substantially extended, and it would seem
that in this planned programme of ex-
pansion we are merely carrying out anot-

her of the provisions of the UNESCO

Charter to which | referred earlier.

Library services, it says, should corr-
espond to each nation’s potentialities
and needs. Not only in cities, but
especially in the vast rural areas which
frequently lack book supplies, each
school and each community should
possess at least one library with qual-
ified staff and an adequate book budget.

There is still another area in which |
consider that a commendable response
has been made to the need for increased
information and data. | speak of course of
the ‘Special Library” Government Dep-
artments, business and professional firms
are alowly, but surely, realizing the great
benefit that can accrue from having these
‘information banks’ at their disposal and
there is every evidence that increasing use
will be made of them in the years to come.

Indeed, it is significant that even such
a venerable institution as our University
was constrained recently to erect two new
buildings to house its special libraries one
for medicine and the other for the
natural sciences. And now, | understand
even the Family Planning department, too
has found it necessary to have a library
of its own.

But, Mr. Chairman, perhaps | have
said enough to indicate that the Jamaica
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AWARDS
AND
HONOURS — 1973

The Jamaica Library Association wishes
to congratulate the following members on
the honours which they have received
during 1973. The Association is happy to
note that their contribution both to the
profession of librarianship and to the
development of the nation has been recog-
nized and honoured.

Jamaica Library Service

The Press Association of Jamaica nom-
inated the Jamaica Library Service for its
prestigious National Press Award for 1972.

The Award is made annually to the
public body or institution whose work in
the nation’s interest during the previous
year has been most outstanding.

Miss Leila Thomas, Acting Director of
the Jamaica Library Service received the
Award at the Press Association’s annual
banquet held at the Sheraton Kingston
Hotel on Saturday, September 1st, 1973.

Mrs. Joyce Robinson, M.B.E., F.L.A.

In recognition of her distinguished
work as Director of the Jamaica Library
Service, our President, Mrs. Joyce Robin-
son was made an Honorary Vice-President
of the Library Association (U.K.).

The Byelaws of the Library Association
allow its Council to nominate as Honorary
Vice-Presidents up to twelve persons who
have rendered distinguished service in the
field of libraries and librarianship. Those
who have already been honoured in this
way are,

G.T. Alley Bengt Hjelmqvist
Dr. L. Brummel Dr. G. Hofmann

Dr. Luther H. Evans Miss M. O'Byrne
R.L. Hansen Sir Harold White

Mrs. Robinson was presented with a
Certificate engrossed with the Association’s
Seal at a special private ceremony held to
coincide with the meeting of the Inter-
national Federation of Library Associa-
tions at Grenoble, France in August 1973.

Miss Leila Thomas, O.D., F.L.A.

Miss Leila Thomas, Acting Director of
the Jamaica Library Service was appointed
an Officer of the Order of Distinction in
recognition of her outstanding and im-
portant services to Jamaica, particularly
her contribution to the Jamaica Library
Service and the Festival Movement.

Miss Thomas was presented with her
award by His Excellency the Governor-
General, the Rt. Hon. Florizel Glasspole,
at a ceremony held on National Heroes’
Day, October 15th, 1973.
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Miss Leila Thomas receives the National Press Award on behalf

of the

The Jamaica Library Association hon:
oured the recipients at a dinner held on
October 19, 1973. The following is the
text of a speech delivered on the occasion
by Mr. K.E. Ingram, Librarian, U.W.I.
Library.

Madam Chairman,

It is an honour and a pleasure that |
should have been asked by the Executive
Committee of the Jamaica Library Asso-
ciation to speak on behalf of the Associa-
tion on this occasion which has been
arranged to honour Mrs. Joyce Robinson
and Miss Leila Thomas and also to wel-
come and express our appreciation of Mr.
Harrison, President of the Library Associa-
tion and of the recently formed Common-
wealth Library Association.

Mrs. Robinson as you all know was,
until recently, Director of the Jamaica
Library Service, from which post she has
been seconded as Director of the National
Literacy Programme. She is also currently
President of the Jamaica Library Associa-
tion. The particular achievement for which
we are honouring her this evening is her
nomination by the Council of the Library
Association as Honorary Vice-President
of that body. It is an office whereby the
Library Association honours overseas li-
brarians who have, in their opinion, made
an outstanding contribution to library
development in the world. It is our under-
standing that up to 12 persons may be so
nominated but so far the full complement
has not been named.

Jamaica Library Service from Miss Cyrene Tomlinson.

In every story of human success there
are at least two factors which might be
characterized in terms of the man and the
moment. The former | use in a generic
sense and mean thereby no disrespect to
the female of the species. By the latter |
refer to that particular point in time which
may or may not be favourable to the
exercise of a particular set of human
talents. | do not mean thereby, that the
moment is necessarily one of fair weather
for smooth sailing, more often than not it
may be one of difficulty and of challenge,
but it must contain within it the poten-
tialities which favour growth and the
capacity to be set ablaze from the sparks
generated when the strength of human
character grapples with the flint of cir-
cumstance. It in no way belittles the out-
standing accomplishments of Mrs. Robin-
son, to say, and Mrs. Robinson is herself
too modest and too realistic a person to
deny it or to believe that human success is
achieved in a vacuum, that it was at such
a moment of time when Jamaica was
experiencing a ferment of national and
social stirrings, that she was presented with
a particular opportunity and challenge,
which she took up and carried through
with such panache and success that tonight
we are honouring her for the lustre she
has brought to the profession of librarian-
ship beyond the confines of our country
and the scene of nearly all her action.

However, we are here tonight not to
analyse the moment but to honour the
human being, who, as a young lady with

no professional experience, so to speak
stepped within the threshold of her future
career when she became a voluntary
librarian with the St. Elizabeth Parish
Library in 1946, in which capacity she
served until 1950 when she was appointed
a Senior Assistant at the Headquarters of
the Jamaica Library Service, which had
then been established for only two years.
Her determination and sense of vocation
both sustained and spurred her on to
obtain the Associateship of the Library
Association in 1954, through private study.
No doubt her ability was spotted and won
for her a British Council scholarship to do
further study in 1954/5 — a period of
study, the particular end of which was
accomplished by election to the Fellowship
of the Library Association in 1959. How-
ever, she had made her mark in the library
field in Jamaica before she obtained this
highest award for study and practical
experience conferred by the incorporated
professional body of librarians of Great
Britain.

| am sure that many of you have read
or heard it recounted how on returning to
in 1955, relatively inexperienced, she was
appointed Deputy Director of the Jamaica
l.ibrary Service and was in fact in charge
of the service, on the withdrawal of the
British Council appointed Director, until
1957 when she was appointed to the post
of Director. This then was her moment
and she did not fail to grasp it. All that
followed is history, albeit the history not
merely of a great personal success, but of
the establishment of the public library in
Jamaica as a powerful force for social,
cultural and intellectual change and
growth. She was fortunate to build on the
solid foundations laid by her predecessors
and Mrs. Robinson has always been the
first to acknowledge this, with that char-
acteristic generosity of spirit and sincerity
which have not only contributed to her
professional success but which also endear
her as a person.

The record of that achievement is set
forth in a recent publication Jamaica
Library Service; 21 years of progress in
pictures, 1948-69, and | shall not attempt
to go over all the details here save to point
the fact that during her administration
there was a more than four fold increase
in the number of libraries, a restructuring
of the service, an increase in the building
programme, the expansion of the Schools
Library Service, the introduction of a
Bookmobile service, an acceleration of the
training programme for her staff and an
almost tenfold increase on expenditure in
libraries from central and local government
sources.

Mrs. Robinson threw herself with en-
thusiasm not only into the expansion ot

21



the public library service but into almost
every other concern of the library pro-
fession in Jamaica and, in due measure,
those of the Caribbean and the inter-
national scene. She was a foundation
member of the Jamaica Library Association
and has served as President and Vice-
President on more than one occasion. She
has always been concerned with pro-
fessional standards of service and with the
proper recognition of qualified staff though
in this connection be it noted, that to the
best of my knowledge, she has always
upheld the notion that rewards are more
often claimed with success as the fruits of
service rather than as the pre-requisite of

service. In the matter of standards too,
without compromising her profession, she

has had a realistic approach to the pro-
blems of a profession like librarianship in
a developing country. Without such an
approach the Jamaica Library Service
could not have achieved the reputation
it has as a model of public library service
in a developing country. Though Albert
Schweitzer was a qualified doctor and
member of an ancient profession when he
went to Africa as a medical missionary, |
dare say he would not have accomplished
what he did had he insisted on a trained
nurse always being at hand to present
him with a hypodermic needle. It is a
lesson she did not fail to learn and exem-
plify in her own practice and | trust that
we all will.

She was also in the van of those who
urged the case for a library school in
Jamaica and, if | may be pardoned a mixed
metaphor, | dare say she was particularly
well placed to play the right shots in and
out of court, and she is today a member of
the University’s Advisory Committee on
the Library School.

Her far ranging interests led her to make
full use of the training facilities offered
by the Eastern Caribbean Regional Train-
ing Programme, prior to the establishment
of the Department of Library Studies
(UWI), to seek scholarships for her staff so
that they might obtain further training or
experience in England and elsewhere
abroad, to miss no opportunity in urging
the Jamaica Library Association to be
represented at international conferences
as for example the International Confer-
ence on Cataloguing Principles held in
Paris, 1961, the IFLA Council meetings of
1972 and 1973, on which last occasion
she was the recipient of the honour which
this function is being held in part to mark.
She was also closely associated with her
then Deputy, Miss Leila Thomas, whom
we also honour tonight, in the arrange-
ments for the International Library Con-
ference held in Jamaica in April 1972. We
know also that her interests and services
extend to a wide range of social, educa-
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tional and cultural subjects and organ-
izations, nay even political ones (shades
of the International Conference!!) in that
she has represented Jamaica at the United
Nations. This record of administrative
ability, wide ranging interests and immense
stamina and enthusiasm must in part be
held to account for the fact that the
Jamaica Library Service, though not the
profession of librarianship, has been bereft
(temporarily, | hope) of her services, now
that she has been seconded to head the
National Literacy Programme. Jamaica has
not been slow in recognizing the worth of
an able and outstanding citizen — for, as
you know, she was awarded the M.B.E. in
1959 and the Silver Musgrave Medal of the
Institute of Jamaica in 1969. | am certain
that | voice the sentiments of all present
and o} all members of the Jamaica Library
Association and indeed of many others
outside the library profession when | say
to Mrs. Robinson, ‘Heartiest congratu-
lations on this most recent well-merited
honour for your ““outstanding contribution
to library development in the world.”

If 1 have exceeded the limits, or give
indications of exceeding the limits of time
which you would have expected me to
observe, | must plead in extenuation that
you have asked me to pay tribute to two
members of our profession and to wel-
come our distinguished visitor — subjects
to which | could not have attempted to do
justice with greater brevity than | have
observed, or have yet to observe.

If it is a commonly held opinion that
behind every successful man there is a good
wife then it is almost a foregone conclusion
that behind every successful chief librarian
or library director there is an able deputy
and one is therefore not surprised tonight
that we are also here to honour Miss Leila
Thomas, Acting Director of the Jamaica
Library Service, and until recently Deputy
Director of that Service, on having been
awarded the Order of Distinction “‘for
public service particularly to the Jamaica
Library Service and the Festival Move-
ment.”

Miss Thomas too made her approaches
to the profession through beingavoluntary
librarian — the first Voluntary Librarian
for the St. Catherine Parish Library, from
1948-50. In 1950 she was appointed
Librarian of the Manchester Parish Library,
the oldest free public library foundation
in Jamaica, and from thence rose through
the ranks of office to the position which
she presently holds, having been elected an
Associate of the Library Association in
1957 and a Fellow in 1961. During the
years that she was Deputy Director, from
1967 to a few months ago, she was closely
associated with Mrs. Robinson in very
many of the undertakings which | have

already recounted and, by assuming the
responsibility for personnel work and
much else, she released her to address
herself to so many of the tasks which
otherwise might not have been done or
have been done less well. | have heard Mrs.
Robinson from time to time gratefully
acknowledge the supportand co-operation
of all her staff in the measure of success
which the Jamaica Library Service and,
as a corollary, the success which she her-
self has attained, and hence | do no more
than echo the sentiments of one of our
principle guests of honour Mrs. Robinson,
when | associate Miss Thomas with much
of what | have said of Mrs. Robinson in
the capacity of the latter as Director of
the Jamaica Library Service, for the period
that Miss Thomas was Deputy Director
and, prior to that, according to the
measure of support which her status and
function permitted at various stages of her
career.

Nevertheless, | would not wish it to
appear that the honour which we do Miss
Thomas is merely a reflection of another’s
glory. There is indeed an unmistakable
brilliance and exuberance which is perva-
sive on a day of sunshine, but there is also
the enchantment and peace of a luminous
day when the beams of light are muted by
transparent clouds. Miss Thomas, with a
quiet dignity combines great tenacity and
sustained optimism — qualities which a
librarian needs in a milieu such as ours.
Her countenance is serious but there is no
trace of sadness or lack of resolution in
her professional thrust — the most out-
standingexample of this was her chairman-
ship of the Steering Committee of the
International Library Conference held in
Jamaica last year — an undertaking which
required great courage and serious purpose
and which, by the agreement of all, was
greatly indebted to her leadership for its
success. While | cannot speak from direct
knowledge of Miss Thomas' work for the
Festival Movement it is clear from the
citation for the Order of Distinction that
she has exercised similar or related qual-
ities in that field. So, to her also | extend
our warm congratulations on the honour
shown her and wish her continued success
in her chosen field.

As you all must know, Miss Thomas
was our able advocate at the Conference
held in Nigeria last November when the
Commonwealth Library Association was
brought into being and the decision taken
to site its Secretariat in Jamaica. Mr.
Kenneth C. Harrison, President of the
Library Association (of Britain) was elec-
ted President of COMLA and it is in a
two-fold capacity that | therefore, on your
behalf, welcome Mr. Harrison’s presence
with us tonight. He has of course been



officially welcomed by the Jamaica Library
Association on another occasion and hence
| know that Mr. Harrison will recognize
that these words of welcome, coming at
the end of these remarks are no less warm
for coming late but that the purposes of
the occasion were a determining factor.

Mr. Harrison's attainments as a librarian
are too well known, or may be verified
from recognized sources, for me to recount
them here, but | would like to say that his
presence on this occasion is a particularly
happy event in that it was he who, on
behalf of the Council of his Association
bestowed the honour of the Vice-
Presidency on one of our guests of honour,
Mrs. Robinson, and that Miss Thomas in

G
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turn was associated with him as newly
elected President of COMLA in the
decision to make Jamaica the headquarters
of that Association. His fields of interest,
| understand, lie in that of international
librarianship and of the relation of the
library to the community and hence it
seems most fitting that he can be present
with us on an occasion when we are
honouring librarians whose prime con-
cerns have been the role of libraries in
their own community and in the wider
community of man. We hope your stay
Sir, has been a fruitful and happy one and
we appreciate your presence here on this
occasion.

Library Association Dinner in honour of Mrs. Joyce
and Miss Leila Thomas at the House of Chen. October

Robinson
19, 1973.

Congratulations J.L.A. on your 25th Anniversary

ANDRE DEUTSCH
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Buisseret, David. A Popular history of the
Port of Kingston, written by Dr. David
Buisseret, Department of History,
UW.1., for The Shipping Association
of Jamaica. /Kingston, /Printed by
éghographic Printers Ltd., /1973

.

This history of the various ports
of Kingston Harbour is, as its title
implies, of a popular nature, and in
factis chiefly a pictorial record arranged
in chronological order and accompan-
ied by detailed captions which are
expanded to give interesting historical
details.

The introduction states that the
terms of reference for this history were
laid down by its commissioners The
Shipping Association of Jamaica, who
desired the story of the port told in
“an interesting and entertaining way."”
This booklet was prepared to co-incide
with an extensive exhibition which was
mounted by The Shipping Association
at the Kingston and St. Andrew Parish
Library in October 1973. It is encourag-
ing to see such Associations willing to
engage the services of an efficient and
experienced historian who has published
a variety of other useful historical
accounts on different aspects of Jam-
aican history.

The account commences by briefly
mentioning the ports which preceded
the foundation of Kingston. Unfort-
unately the recorded history about the
establishment of the various wharves
in the 18th and 19th centuries is very
scanty. Dr. Buisseret has used the in-
formation that was available in a com-
petent manner, though at times the
reader gets the feeling that he is having
a hard time finding something to say
about a particular picture or aspect
with which he is dealing. This difficulty
of finding facts on which to base his
account may explain why at times he has
such sentences as:

The figure on the extreme right
appears to be standing just by a kind
of canoe with a small sail, mostly
hidden by the wharf. Could he have
been the ferryman? (p6)

BOOK REVIEWS

This seems rather condescending in tone
as though a child is being addressed.

For the 20th century the photo-
graphs consist mainly of aerial views of
the wharves. Where possible, the ships
in dock have been identified and some-
times a brief comment given on the fate
of a particular boat. The crowded con-
dition of the wharves is shown and then
the important development of New Port
West commencing in 1964 and culmina-
ting with its opening in 1966 is recorded
pictorially.

The production is printed in sepia
which is particularly suitable for re-
producing the older maps and photo-
graphs. The quality of printing is good
and all told it is an attractively designed
little booklet. Its lack of a title page is
unfortunate, as well as the fact there is
no date of publication given anywhere.
Even on the page which has the caption
“The Fort Today”, no year has been
given, which in a history is a serious

omission. J.E. Richards,
Institute of Jamaica

Education is the means by which we
equip today’s generation for tomorrow’s

possibilities.

Michael Manley

Rose Hall, Jamaica, story of a people ...
a legend and a legacy. Edited by Rex
Nettleford, Rose Hall Publishers, 1973.

Forty Three Excellent colour photo-
graphs and some short texts make up
this book which describes the historical
background of the Island, Rose Hall
Great House and its legend and the
rooms of the restored great house. It is
an attractive coffee table book which
should prove popular as a souvenir for
visitors to Jamaica or as a gift to friends
abroad.

Stephany Ferguson,
C.AS.T.

* * * *

Manley, Michael. The Politics of Change, a
Jamaican testament by Michael Manley
London, Andre Deutsch, 1973.

This is an important work not be-
cause it is the first book published by
a Jamaican Prime Minister, but because
it attempts to explain the reasoning
behind the policies and actions of the
person who at this time wields the
the greatest political and socio-economic
influence in Jamaica.

Mr. Maniey takes a dispassionate
look at the political, economic and
social history of Jamaica, recognizing
the legacy of colonialism and slavery
and its effect on the personality of a
people.

He identifies in the Nation among
other things, ‘a dependence psychology”’
which gives rise to a lack of self reliance
and belief in our capacity to achieve
““attitudinal conditioning’’ which favours
the perpetration of a “privileged elitist
group” and ‘“‘which relegates certain
types of work to the lower section of
the social scale.”

He asserts that the first task that
this ““Post Colonial Society’’ must tackle
is the ““development of a strategy de-
signed to replace the psychology of
dependence with the spirit of individual
and collective self reliance.”

He looks at alternative forms of
political systems to assess their capability
to achieve this transformation, and al-

Agents for:

Congratulations J.L.A. on your 25th Anniversary

From: COLLINS PRINTERS

William Heinemann Ltd., Michael Josephs, David & Charles, Purnell Books, McDonald & Jane’s,
Dean & Son Ltd., B.T. Batsford Ltd.
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though recognizing the problems of the
democratic system, comes out strongly
in its favour, as the system ‘‘which
places proper emphasis on the libertarian
spirit ... which wisely handled is most
likely to supply the context within
which men may achieve the best that is
in themselves.”

Mr. Manley argues passionately for
“equality’’ and “‘social justice’ in the
society. Using the analogy of the family
he clearly explains his conception of
these terms, ‘‘great parents love all
their children equally and have an equal
place in their hearts for every child ...
each child will weigh equally in the heart
and consideration of the parent”, so
should the nation regard all its citizens.
He defines an egalitarian society as that
in which as in families “‘every single
member feels instinctively, unhesitat-
ingly and unreservedly that his or her
essential worth is recognised, and that
there is a foundation of rights upon
which his or her interest can safely rest”’,
implying guarantee of social justice for
all.

“The Politics of Participation” he
sees as the way in which to consciously
involve people in the business of govern-
ment, the way in which to mobilize the
nation to achieve.

He examines various aspects of Ja-
maican life and institutions in the con-
text of the “politics of change.” These
include Political Parties, the Church,
Women, Minorities, Youth, Trade Unions
and the Professions. He sees a need
for the restructuring of the economy
involving ““a participatory system which
has as its ultimate objective the concept
that every single citizen should own a
part of the economy, and feel as a
consequence that they are genuine part
owners.”’Of foreign policy, he says
this should ““begin with the perception
of self interest’’ and education should
“reflect the interpretation placed by
each society upon its own needs.” This
in the context of Jamaica’s political
freedom and economic transformation
“demands educational transformation
aimed at both technical adaptation and
new attitudinal patterns.”

His final chapter “‘First directions’’
outlines actual strategies which have
already been initiated and are being
carried out by the Government to
achieve this politics of change

Mr. Manley writes lucidly with an
overwhelmingsincerity. His thought pro-
voking work should be read by all well
thinking Jamaicans with a concern for
their country.

Stephany Ferguson,
CAST

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
EXAMINATION RESULTS

PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS
Pt. 11.

The following have completed the
examination.

SUMMER 1973
Mrs. Monica Rhodd

Miss Grace Mullings

WINTER 1973
Mrs. H.K. Reid

Mrs. P.E. Jackson

There is a body of knowledge in the world
at large which is objective and relevant
regardless of environment or circumstance.

Michael Manley

SPECIAL OFFER

Learn a Language the Easy Way:

LINGUAPHONE

Library Association Members are
invited to take advantage of a special
$5 discount on Linguaphone Courses
by bringing this coupon to:—

BOLIVAR BOOKSHOP & GALLERY
1d Grove Road, Kingston 10.
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QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS

QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS

ABBREVIATIONS:

Asst. Lib. Assistant Librarian
GL/IJ General Library, Institute of Jamaica
1J Institute of Jamaica

ISER/UWI Institute of Social & Economic Research. University of the
West Indies, Mona.

JLS Jamaica Library Service

Lib. Librarian

Lib. Asst. Library Assistant

P.L. Parish Library

uwi University of the West Indies Library, Mona. Also used for
i the University, e.g., BA (UWI).

WIRL/IJ West India Reference Library, Institute of Jamaica.

ALLEN, Gloria
ALA 1967. Senior Librarian, Clarendon Parish Library. At JLS since
1962. Speciatl interests: Reference and Information work; work with
young people; Music Library work.

ALLEYNE, Alvona Mrs.
B.A. (English Hons. UWI} 1965, MLS (Columbia) 1967. Assistant
UWI. Formerly at Music Library, University of Sheffield. At UWI
Library, Mona, since January 1972. Special interests: West Indiana
and bibliographical work.

ANDERSON, Gloria
Completed examinations for ALA 1968. Senior Librarian, West-
moreland Parish Library since January 1973. Library Assistant, JLS
Schools Library Section. Acting Senior Librarian, Manchester Parish
Library; Staffordshire County Library and Birmingham Public
Libraries, England. Special interests: Readers Advisory work.

BARNES, Claudia
Completed examination for ALA 1970. Librarian JLS/HQ since
December 1964.

BARNES, Sandra K.
B.A. {Toronto) 1961; BLS {Ottawa) 1964, Asst. Lib., UWI. Champ-
lain High School, Ottawa, 1964-68. At UWI since 1969.

BENNETT, Mrs. Hazel E.

FLA 1963, M.S. (Southern Connecticut State College) 1966
Lecturer, Library School, UWI. Teacher 1947-1952. At JLS
1952-67; Deputy Director of JLS 1957-67. Librarian/Document-
alist UWI, Institute of Education 1967-1971. Lecturer, Dept. of
Library Studies 1971 - Special interests; Library education and
administration. Publications: ““Jamaica Library Service’”” in UNESCO
Bulletin for Libraries vol. 13, May 1959, “The Jamaica Service: its
foundation & development’’ (MS Thesis 1966). “Private subscription
libraries in Jamaica before 1879” in Journal of Library History vol.
3 No. 3. July 1968. *‘British West Indies Libraries” in Encyclopedia
o Library and Information Science Vol. 3, 1970.

BROOKS, Judith
Completed ALA examination 1971. Senior Librarian, St. Elizabeth
Parish Library. At JLS since August 6, 1961. Special interests: work
with young people and children.

BROWN, Patricia
Completed ALA 1972. Librarian J.L.S.

CAVE, Roderick

ALA 1958, FLA 1960, MA {(Loughborough} 1972. Visiting
(UNESCO) Lecturer, Department of Library Studies, UWL on
secondment from Loughborough University. Formerly at Islington
Public Libraries, 1954-1957, British Iron & Steel Research Assoc-
iation, 1957-59, UWI (Mona and St. Augustine Campuses) 1959-64,
Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria 1964-65 and Loughborough
School of Librarianship 1965-71. Special interests: Bibliography
history of printing, reference work, Publications: ““Typographia
naturalis” 1966. ““The Private Press’’ 1971; Richard Smyth's “Disser-
tation on the first invention of the art of printing, ¢ 1670"
(Unpublished MA thesis). Editor of the “Private Library’”’ 1957-59
and 1965-69, of “Private Press Books’’ since 1959; numerous
pamphlets, articles and reviews on librarianship and bibliographical
topics in British, American, Swedish and German journals.

CHAMBERS, Mrs. Audrey

BA (UWI), MA - Librarianship (Loughborough). At JL.S 1960-63.
Asst. Lib. (Acquisitions) U.W.I. since 1972.

CHAN, Graham, K.L.

B.Sc (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 1969, M.Sc. (Sheffield) 1971, ALA 1973
Assistant Librarian (Cataloguing) UWI| January 1972-June 1973.
Asst. Lib. (Science Library) UWI since June 1973.

CHANG, Mrs. Joan E.

ALA. 1968, Lib. Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library. At
JLS since September 1960. Special interests: Work with children and
young people.

CHEVANNES, Barbara E.

ALA 1963, Senior Lib. Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
At JLS since October 1957. Special interests: reference and
information work; work with young adults and juniors,

CHUNG, Mrs. Clover L.

Completed ALA exams. 1970. Lib. JLS/HQ. At JLS since August
1960. Special interest: work with children and young people.

CLARE, Mrs. Gladys A.
Completed ALA exams 1970. Lib. Kingston & St. Andrew Parish
Library - In charge of Duhaney Park Branch Library. At JLS since
April 1952. Special interests: reference work and special hbrarianship.

CLARKE, Gloria L.
ALA 1964 Senior Librarian, Portland Parish Library. At Jamaica
Library Service since May 1957. Formerly Resident Magistrates
Courts Department. Special interests: Local History and infor-
mation work.
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COLLINGS, Prof. Dorothy G.

Ph.D. (Chicago 1947) M.A. (Columbia) 1935, B.S. (Simmons)
1933. Visiting Professor and Head of Department of Library
Studies, University of the West Indies, 1971 - (Unesco Expert).
Chief Educational Liaison Section, UN Secretariat, New York,
1956-1971 and Part-Time Lecturer (Comparative Librarianship),
Columbia University, 1956-1971. With Unesco from 1948-1955
serving first at Unesco Headquarters in Paris (Chief Documentation
Section, Education Clearing House) 3 years in Egypt (Chief Regional

Clearing House, Arab States Fundamental Education Centre); 3 years
Associate Professor, School of Library Service, Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia (USA), 1941-1944. Library Consultant for Govern-
ment of Nigeria, U.S. Peace Corps, etc. Special interests: Comparative
Librarianship, Education for Librarianship. Publications: Various
including, Editor, Education Abstracts, {Unesco, 1948-52); Technical
Libraries in Co-operative Programmes. (Washington, D.C., ICA
1956); Planning Nation-wide Public Library Services in Africa
Unesco/LBA/Seminar 10/10, Paris, 1962, ‘“Comparative Librarian-

ship” in Encyclopedia of Library and Information Sciences,
v.5 (N.Y. Dekker, 1971); “Library development in Africa” in
Encyclopedia Americana New York, Americana Corp., Vol. 14,
pp. 320-323. “Library Education in the English speaking Caribbean
Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, vol. 27, No. 1 {January - February
1973), pp. 12-17.

DAVIS, Norma E.
Completed exams for ALA 1971. Senior Librarian, St. Mary Parish
Library. At JLS since July 1961. Special interests: Children’s
librarianship and administration.

DAVIS, Mrs. Shirley J.M.B.A.
(English Hons. UW1) 1957, ALA 1958. at UWI, Mona, 1957-58.
1959-61. Barbados Public Library, February-September 1963. UWI,
Barbados 1963-66, UWI, Mona 1966-69. Special interests: West
Indiana.

DAVIDSON, Constance
Completed exams for ALA 1972. Lib. St. James Parish Library, JLS.

DOUGLAS, Daphne R.
FLA 1959. Lecturer, School of Librarianship, UWI. 1971. With
Jamaica Civil Service, 1944-1956, (Librarian - Colonial Secretariat,
1964-1971) including secondments to 1J (Acting Librarian) 1961-
1963 and Jamaica Mission to UN (Librarian/Registrar) 1963-1964.
Special interests: Library administration, professional training,

reference work.

DUNN, Patnicia Y.

ALA 1963. Librarian W.I.R.L./IJ. At IJ since January 1957. On
study leave UWI since October 1972. Special interests: West Indiana,
bibliographical publications, reference work, Publications: Editor
“*Jamaican accessions 1964-67"' Kingston, 1J, annual; joint editor,
“Jamaican national bibliography 1968 Kingston, 1J 1969. Joint
author of “Library Resources for research in the Caribbean:
Caribbean literature in English”. Paper submitted to ACURIL IlI
held in Caracas, November 7-12, 1971.

EDWARDS, Mrs. Eppie D.
B.A. (General Studies) 1973. Librarian St. Hugh's High School. Part
| 1968; One paper of Part 11. At JLS 1965-1970. Scientific Research
Council April 1970 - September 1971. Special interest: Scientific
Libraries.

EVANS, Patricia Mrs.
BA (Spe. Hons UWI!I 1968), BLS (UBC 1970). Librarian Mico
College since Sept. 1971. St. Thomas Public Library Ontario
1970-71.

EVANS, Mrs. Suzette, B.
ALA 1968. Lib. Moneague College Library WIRL/IJ 1964-1972.
Special interests: Periodical indexing; Information retrieval.

EWBANK, Mrs. Joyce M.
ALA1967, Senior Lib. Asst. (Cataloguer) UWI. At Trelawny Health
Dept., Falmouth, 1943-44, served in the British Auxiliary Territorial
service where she was employed in the Army Record Office Hasting
1944-46; returned to Jamaica and worked at Registrar General's
Dept., Spanish Town, 1947-49; Dept. of Trustee in Bankruptcy,
1949-55, at UWI since September 1961. Special interests: Genealogy
and local history of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. Member
Society of Genealogists, London; member Scottish Genealogy
Society Edinburgh.

FERGUSON, Mrs. Cynthia
ALA 1969. At JLS 1962-64, Hounslow Borough Library, London,
1964-67, UWI October-December 1967, ISER/UWI 1968-1972.
Special interests: Children’s librarianship. Publication: Compiler
“ISER recent additions’’ (quarterly).

FERGUSON, Stephanie W.L.

Librarian College of Arts, Science & Technology. Previously at JLS
1958-1970 with secondments to Jamaica High Commission, London
1968 and Jamaica Parliament 1968-1969. Publications (1) “Impact
of Recent Developments in Library Education on Librarianship in
Jamaica.” in “International Librarianship; surveys on recent devel-
opments,” edited by George Chandler. The LA 1972. (2) Karst
literature in the Caribbean; a bibliography. Unpublished research
paper submitted to the Geography Department, UWI as part of the
requirements for the B.A. Interests: Many and varied. Includes pro-
moting the professional status of Librarians and information storage
and retrieval.

FRAY, Mrs. C. Phillippa

MRCVS 1943; (Mod.} BA (TCD) and BSc {Vet.) 1950; DVPH 1954;
MSL (Hlinois) 1964. Library Consultant, Property Rentals Ltd., 1
Stanmore Terrace, Red Hills P.O., St. Andrew since May 1969. At
Scientific Research Council 1962-68, Jamaica Schoo! of Agriculture
1968-69. Appointed Secretary, Commonwealth Library Association
(COMLA) as of 1973 September 1st. Address 2A Ruthven Road,
Kingston 10. Teaching a course on Special Libraries and information
centres at Department of Library Studies, University of the West
Indies, Mona to third year and post graduate students in 1973-74
session. Special interests: Special libraries, technical and trade
information, serials. Publications: “‘Co-operation between special
libraries that are government libraries in Jamaica,’” MSL thesis
University of lllinois 1964, Published in part in Jamaica Library
Association Bulletin Vol. 2 No. 1, 1965; “Brief Notes on cataloguing
times and costs in a small special library in Jamaica” in Jamaica
Library Association Bulletin 1970.

GRAY, Mrs. Angela R.
ALA 1966. Senior Lib. Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library. At
JLS since January 1956. Special interests: compiling brochures, etc.
for intra-library use, editing junior library magazines, exhibitions,
work with children and young people, modern library techniques.

HAIGH, Richard.
B.Sc. (chemistry) Leeds. Completed L.A.P.G. examinations July
1973. Previously graduate trainee at National Lending Library
for Science and Technology, Boston Spa. Assistant Librarian
U.W.I. December, 1973.

HAMILTON, Mrs. Yvonne M.
ALA 1967. Lib. Shortwood Teachers' College since January, 1973.
At JLS September, 1957 - December 1972.

HANSON, Mrs. Dorothy
Completed exams for ALA 1972, Lib. St. James Parish Library
JLS.

HARRISON, Kathleen M.
ALA 1968. Acting Senior Librarian Trelawny P.L. Falmouth. At
JLS since 1962.
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HAY, Mrs. Joan
Conpleted examination for ALA 1969, Schools Library Service,
JLS.

HENRIQUES, D. Elaine
BA (McGill} 1947, BLS (McGill) 1948. Senior Asst. Lib. Cataloguing
UWI. At McGill University Medical Library 1948-51, at UWI since
July 1952. Special interests: Social science, medicine.

HUNT, Mrs. Barbara E.
ALA 1968 Lib. Ardenne High School. At JLS August 1958-June
1964, Leyton Public Library, London, July 1964-July 1967, JLS
September 1967-July 1970 1J August 1970-August 1973. At
Ardenne since September 1973. Special interests: Cataloguing and
work with children.

INGRAM, Kenneth E.

ALA 1945, BA 1947, FLA 1955, M.Phil. 1970, Lib. UWI. At IJ.
1941-44, 1947-50, at UWI since February 1950. Special interests:
Bibliography of the West Indies with special reference to source
materials for their history. Publications: poems in “‘Focus” and
various anthologies, articles in the Jamaica Historical Review Vol. 2
No. 1, and Vol. 3. No. 3 review in The Library, Vol. XXVII1, No. 1,
(March 1973); "Bibliographical Control of Commonwealth Carib-
bean Government Publications’’ in Jordan, A. (ed.) Research Library

Cooperation in the Caribbean (Chicago, A.L.A., 1973), pp. 87-100

Manuscripts relating to Commonwealth Caribbean Countries in the
United States and Canadian Libraries and Repositories, a descriptive
list” (MS in hands of publishers), ‘A Bibliographical Survey of the
Sources of Jamaican History 1655-1838 with particular reference
to manuscript sources’’, (unpublished thesis for University of London
M. Phil).

ITON. Mrs. Sybil
ALA 1969. Acting Deputy DOirector, JLS. Formerly in Jamaica
Civil Service, at JLS since July 1953. Special interests: bibliography
literature and librarianship of the social sciences, work with young
people, information retrieval.

JACKSON, Mrs. Pearl
Completed ALA exams 1973. Bank of Jamaica. At JLS April
1961-December 1965. Ministry of Finance Library Jan. 1966-May
1970. Ministry of External Affairs Lib. June-August 1970. Bank of
Jamaica since August 1970. Special interests: Information retrieval
especially in Economics.

JAMES, Mrs. Gloria S.
Completed exams for ALA, 1968. Senior Lib. Kingston & St. Andrew
P.L. At JLS since 1957. Special interests: reference work, special
libraries.

JEFFERSON, Mrs. Albertina
BA (Soc.) Toronto 1963, MLS, Columbia, 1964. Formerly at
Central Library of Trinidad and Tobago. At UWI Library Mona
since October 1965. Special interests: Bibliography and reference
work.

JOHNSON, Mrs. S. Anita G.
Fil. mag. (Lund, Sweden) 1965, Postgraduate Diploma in Librarian-
ship  (Stockhoim) 1967. Lib. WIRL/IJ. At City Library of
Gothenburg 1967-69, 1970-1971 Hammarskjold Memorial Library
Zambia. Speciai interests: Classification and cataloguing.

JOSEPHS, Maria Mercedes D.
BA (London) 1937, Diploma of London College of Secretaries 1938
ALA 1953. Deputy Lib. UW!I Worked in Food Production Office
and Civil Service 1940-48, At UWI since October 1949. Special
interests: Librar computerization, medical literature.

KELLY, Norma
ALA 1963, Principal Lib. JLS Region 3, Mandeville. At JLS since
February 1958. Special interests: reference and readers’ advisory
work.

KENT, Mrs. Arlene
BA (Radcliffe College) 1954 MLS (Simmons) 1957. Lib. WIRL/1J
At Massachusette Institute of Technology Library 1954-56; 1957-62
University of Ibadan Library, Nigeria, 1962-64, MIT 1964-65
Shortwood Teachers’ College Library, Kingston 1966- July 1970,
at 1J since October 1970.

LAMPART, Mrs. Sheila I.
Licentiate Royal School of Music 1952. ALA 1862. Senior
Librarian, St. Thomas Parish Library 1971 - . At JLS 1958-59,
ISER/UWI 1960-61, Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation
1961-64, JLS since September 1969. Special interests: Library
administration.

LAWRENCE, Mrs. Yvonne
ALA 1969. Deputy Librarian Supreme Court Library, Kingston.
At JLS 1960-66. North Western Polytechnic 1966-68 JLS January-
May 1969. Special interests: cataloguing, classification, Law librarian-
ship.

LEIGH, Audrey A.
ALA 1966. BA 1973. At Mico College Library 1960-64, GL/IJ
1964-October 1970. 1J/WIRL since October 1972-July 1973.
Special interests: reference work and special libraries. Publications:
contributions to 1J's weekly newspaper column “Book power on East
Street”, 1969-70.

LEIGHTON, Mrs. Carmen
ALA 1968. At JLS April 1959-December 1970.

LLEWELYN, Dorothy
Completed exams. for ALA 1969. Librarian, Bureau of Standards
Kingston. At JLS October 1965-December 1967; October 1969-
November 1970. Special interests: Modern methods of information
retrieval.

LETTMAN, Mrs. Mariene
ALA 1963, BA (UWI) 1971, Senior Librarian General Library/IJ
At JLS November 1955-February 1966, 1J since 1966. Editor
JLS Bulletin. Special interests: reference services,

McLAUGHLIN, Mrs. Rosalind
ALA 1963, Principal Librarian Schools Library Service JLS. At
JLS since April 1958. Special interests: Library administration and
management, Children’s librarianship. Publications: Jamaica Library
Service 21 years of progress in pictures.

MARSH, Mabel
Completed exams. for ALA 1971. At JLS since August 1966.

MULLINGS, Grace
Completed ALA exams. 1973. Lib. Manchester Parish Library.

MULLINGS, Blossom
Completed exams. for ALA 1971 Senior Librarian, St. Ann Parish
Library 1973. At JLS since April 1964. Special interests: rural
library development, extension work, reference work.
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NEUFVILLE, Elaine R.
ALA 1971. Library Asst. JLS 1966-1968, Librarian WIRL/IJ
1971-1973 Librarian Wolmer's Girls' Schoot since October, 1973
Special interests: cataloguing, indexing and information retrieval.

NUGENT,. Winsome
ALA 1972. Library Advisor, Sangster’s Bookstores since Sept. 1973
JLS 1963-1969, J.S.A. 1969-1973.

PALMER, Dorothy M.
Completed exams. for ALA 1970, Senior Librarian Asst. UWI since
December 20, 1971. JLS 1965-1970. At UWI since October 1970
Special interests: classification and cataloguing.

PICART, Myrtle J.
ALA 1965. Asst. Principal Librarian KSAPL, at JLS since 1956
including secondment to Jamaica Embassy, Washington, D.C.
Formerly at Post and Telegraph Dept., R.M. Courts and Administ-
rator-General’s Dept. Special interests: reference work.

POTTINGER, L. Gwendolyn
B.A. (Toronto) ALA (1963) Excelsior School Library 1974
At JLS July 1957-1963; Ministry of Agriculture 1964-67; Queen’s
University, Kingston, Ontario, 1967-68 National Museum Library
(Secretary of States Dept.) Ottawa, 1971 Ministry of Natural
Resources, Toronto 1973 Secretary of Jamaica Library Association
1965-66

REID, Mrs. Hazel
Completed ALA exams. 1973. Librarian Ministry of Health. JLS
1957-71. GL/IJ October 1971-1973. Special interests: Preservation
of Library Material

RHODD, Mrs. Monica
Completed ALA exams 1973. Lib KSAPL. Duhaney Park Branch
Library. At JLS since 1963. Special interests: Reference and
Information Service.

RICHARDS, Judith E.

FLA 1962, B.A. (Hons. UWI) 1972 Act. Chief Librarian, IJ. At IJ
since 1956. Senior Librarian WIRL/IJ. 1962. Actg. Deptuy Chief
Lib. 14 1965-69. Study leave 1969-72. Appointed Deputy Chief
Librarian, 1972. Special Interests: Bibliography, West Indiana
African literature, Publications: “‘Directory of Jamaican Libraries
Part 1, “Kingston, JLA, 1967; Bibliographical aids for building
reference collections on the British Caribbean’ in XII SALALM
Working Papers 1967, Washington D.C., Pan American Union;
“The Chandeliers of old King's House” in Jamaica Journal Vol. 1,
No. 1 December 1967; ““Early Jamaican hotels” in Jamaica
Architect, No. 5, (Vol. 2 No.2) 1969.

RISDEN, Mrs. Valarie
BS (Columbia) 1958, ALA 1959, Senior Asst. Lib. {i/c. Science
Library, U.W.l. Mona. At U.W.l. Library 1949-54 and since 1959.
Special interests: reference work, assistance to readers.

ROBB, Reive
ALA 1970, B.Sc (UWI) 1970. Asst. Lib. Reserved Books Collection
UWI. Formerly at Jamaica Library Service. Special interests:
Library administration, training and education, and information
retreival.

ROBERTSON, Mrs. Amy B.
ALA 1957, F.L.A. 1968. Librarian/Documentalist. School of
Education, UWI since October 1972. J.L.S. from 1946-‘1972.
Special interests; Educational developments; work with children.

ROBERTSON, Glory
MA (Hons. St. Andrews) 1951, completed exams for ALA 1963.

Librarian JLS HQ February 1972. Taught at St. Hugh’s High
Schoo! September 1951-December 19569. At WIRL/IJ January
1960-January 1972. Special interests: reference work, West Indian
History, library exhibitions, Publications: “Members of the Assembly
of Jamaica 1830-1866" 1J 1965, Mimeo, “‘The Rose Hall Legend

in Jamaica Journal December 1968; contributions to 1J's weekly
newspaper column ‘‘Book power on East Street”, 1969-70, joint
ed. Jamaican Historical Society Bulletin from September 1965-
Dec. 1970.

ROBINSQN, Mrs. Joyce L.

M.B.E., F.L.A., Director, National Literacy Programme since
July 1973, on two-year secondment from substantive post of
Director, Jamaica Library Service. President, Jamaica Library
Association 1973. Hon. Vice-President, The Library Association
(of Great Britain). Taught at Simon’s College and Black River
High Schoo! 1943-1950. At Jamaica Library Service since 1950;
F.L.A. 1959. Awarded M.B.E., 1959. Member of Jamaica delegation
to U.N. General Assembly 1966; to U.N. International Conference
on Human Rights, Teheran, 1968; Awarded Silver Musgrave Medal
of the Institute of Jamaica, 1969 “‘for her devoted and effective
service to the development of Libraries in Jamaica.”” Appointed
Hon. Vice-President of the Library Association (Great Britain) in
May 1973 ““in recognition of your distinguished work as Director of
the Jamaica Library Service.” Special interests: Library Administ-
ration, staff training, building and furniture designs; Publications:
“’School Library Services in Jamaica” in UNESCO Bulletin for
Libraries, Vol. XXI, No. IV July-August 1967, joint author
“Jamaica Library Service - 21 years of Progress in Pictures’” 1972
““Rural Library Development in Jamaica,” UNESCO. Bulletin for
Libraries Vol. XXVI! No. 1V July-August 1973.

ROWE, Ouida
FLA 1966, Lib. Alcan Jamaica Ltd., Kirkvine P.O. Taught at Mount
Carmel High School, Annotto Bay, 1955. At JLS 1956-69, including
secondment to Ministry of Education Library 1961-62 Internship
Toronto Public Libraries 1967-1968, Alcan since August 1969.
Special interests: Special libraries, classification and indexing with
special application to conputer retrieval of information.

ROYALE, Mrs. Gloria
ALA 1964, Senior Lib. JLS HQ. At JLS since September 1959.

SALMON, Mrs. Gloria E.
ALA 1963. Senior Lib. JLS/HQ. At JLS since January 1956. Special
interests: reference, publishing trends and acquisitions.

SALMON, Hermine C.
Completed exams for ALA 1972. Senior Librarian, Hanover Parish
Library since March, 1973. At JLS since June 1966. Special interests:
Cataloguing, Classification, Reference and Information work.

SEGRE, Norma E.
B.A, FLA 1960. UWI Extra Mural Dept. Montego Bay. At JLS
1950-62. UWI 1963-68, UWI Extra Mural since 1969. Special
interests: Library training and administration, Adult education.

SHEPHERD, Mrs. Eileen
ALA 1956. Senior Librarian JLS. HQ. Formerly at Imperial
College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, At JLS since November
1963. Special interests: reference work.

SMITH, Mrs. Glennor L.
Completed ALA exams, 1969. Librarian J.B.C. Library since De
cember 1972. At JL.S December 1963-68. WIRL/IJ July 1968-71.
Librarian Excelsior High School, 1971-72 McMorris Sibley &
Robinson, 1972.

TAYLOR, Merle E.
ALA 1967. B.A. (UWi) 1972. At GL/NJ. 1963-October 1970.

Special interests: cataloguing and classification, reference work.
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THOMAS, Lelia M.T.

0O.D., FLA. Jamaica Library Service since 1950.FLA 1961.Deputy
Director, Jamaica Library Service since 1967 Acting Director from
July, 1973, Foundation member Jamaica Library Association, served
as Secretary, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, President
and member of the Executive of the Jamaica Library Assqciation.
Chairman International Library Conference, Kingston 1972. Re-
presentative of the Jamaica Library Association, on the COMLA
Council. Represented Jamaica at Unesco Seminar on Standardisation
d Library Statistics, Paris, 1970. Appointed an Officer of the Order
of Distinction 1973 for outstanding contribution to the Jamaica
Jamaica Library Service and the Festivel Movement. Special interest:
library administration, book selection, staff training.

TYSON, Mrs. Ruby
ALA 1963. B.A. (UWI) 1972. Librarian, Communications Corp-
oration Ltd. JLS 1961-June 1963, GL/IJ 1963-1964, St. Jago High
School January-December 1965, GL/1J 1966-69, at UWI 1969-1971
JBC 1971-1972. Special Interests: cataloguing and classification,
audio-visual material.

VACCIANA, Joan
Completed ALA exams. 1971. Librarian at United Theological
College. Special interests: Cataloguing, Classification and indexing
reference work.

VERNON, June
Completed exams for ALA 1969. Lib. JLS/HQ. Special interests:
Calaloguing and classification. Work with young people.

WALLEN, Joyce
FLA 1962. Principal Lib. JLS Region 4, At JLS since 1956
including 1 year internship in U.S.A. 1965.

WARMINGTON, Mrs. Cynthia M.
ALA 1956. At JLS 1952-1972 including internship Toronto Public
Libraries 1957-58. Special interests: reference work and cataloguing
Publications: “‘That all may read” in Torch May-June 1963,
Library planning in Jamaica in “Planning of library and document-
ation services” ed. C.V. Penna, and ed. rev. Paris, UNESCO
1970, and articles in professional journals, JT. ed. Jamaica
Library Service 21 years of progress in pictures. Since July 1973
Assistant Director, Special projects - National Literacy Board.

WEDDERBURN, Maisy
Completed exams. for ALA June 19870. Lib. Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries since 1965. Special interests: indexing systems.

WELDS, Jacqueline Monica
B.A. Special - English - {UWI) - 1969. Dip. Lib. College of
Librarianship, Wales. 1973. Librarian WIRL/1J.

WE LSH, Mrs. Dede
ALA 1969. Lib. Alcan Jamaica Ltd. since February 1971. JLS
1958-1971. Special interests: Cataloguing and classification, ref-
erence work and work with children.

WHITE, Mrs. Adlyn
BSc. (Education) 1965, Certificates for teaching of Education
English and Library Science. Church Teachers’ College, Mandeville
since September 1969. At Public School 118, New York City,
1965-69. Special interests: administering and organizing school
and college libraries, children’s literature. Thesis: The Library as the
educational centre of the school.

WILLIAMS, Fay M.
ALA 1969. Senior Assistant Librarian - Court of Appeal Library
Kingston. At JLS 1965-1970, at Court of Appeal since July 1970.
Special interests: reference and inquiry techniques in special
libraries, information retrieval with special emphasis on legal data
compilation of book lists, bibliographies and subject indices.

WILLIAMS, June Y.M.
ALA. 1968, Senior Lib. St. James P.L. At JLS since 1961.
{One study leave January 1966-November 1968 and during part of
that time worked at Liverpool Medical Institution Library and
Lancashire Country Library) Special interests: work with children
and young people and libraries in the educational field.

WILLIAMS, Pamela J.
ALA 1970. Librarian Clarendon Parish Library. At JLS since
Oct. 1960. Special interests: work with adult literacy groups
reference and information work particularly with young adults,
Library promotion and development in rural areas.

WILLIAMS, Mrs. Rosalie I.

B.A. {Hons., UWI} Economics and Sociology, 1972; ALA 1966
Lib./Cat. WIRL/IJ 1966-71 Actg. Senior Lib WIRL/IJ till Dec.
1971, Senior Librarian WIRL/1J since September, 1972, Actg.
Deputy Chief Librarian, since September, 1972. Publication: Editor
Jamaica National Bibliography. Special interests: Bibliography,
mechanised information storage and retrieval, Caribbean Socio-
economic and political problems.

WOO MING, Elsie
B.A. (Toronto) MSL (Columbia) Senior Asst. Lib (Acquisitions)
UWI. Formerly at Toronto University Library.
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s _Jememe

The Schools Section of the Jamaica
Library Association

By: Sister Tarcisia,
Chairman, Schools Section.

Some years ago a seed was planted.
Many people watered it, nutured it and
finally it grew and flowered into the
newly inaugurated Schools Section of the
Jamaica Library Association. For many
years the librarians in the Schools Library
Service - Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Warmington,
Mrs. Hay - and the Bookmobile librarians
encouraged the development of libraries
in schools. The Library Service invited
teachers who worked in school libraries to
participate in some of their tgaining
courses. Besides the professional training
offered at these courses, the sharing of

=S|

SCHOOLS SECTION

JIMACA LIBRARY  ASSUGIRTIV
NAUCURAL MEETING NOV.17 197:

a /

Visiting lecturer in Children’s Literature, speaking at the launching

of the school’s library section at the Jamaica Library Service Head-

quarters. At his left are JLA president Joyce L. Robinson and Jamaica
Teachers’ Association president Clinton Muschette.

ideas and problems and the association of
these gwo groups was valuable. Those who
participated in such courses felt that it
should be an on-going thing. Then several
events followed in quick succession.

The drafting of a  Teacher-Librarian
Programme for teachers’ colleges brought
together a group of practising librarians
from different kinds of libraries. That
committee finished its work in March
1970. Then Bookwave, under the chair-
manship of Mrs. Jean Floyd, brought
together a larger group of librarians and
involved booksellers, publishers, publis-
her’s representatives and the general pub-
lic. The emphasis was on teen-age reading,
but the exhibition did encourage interest
in libraries for young people. Committees

worked on that during 1970. Then the
World Confederation of the Organiza-
tions of the Teaching Profession, held in
Kingston in August 1971, saw the inau-
guration of the International Association
of School Librarianship. Later that year,
November 1971, a circular letter inviting
librarians from Corporate Area school
libraries to a ““Talk Shop” session at
Immaculate  Conception High School
library received enough enthusiastic res-
ponse to hold sessions once a term for the
next year. Since everyone could not be
present at every meeting, it was sug-
gested by some that we have a newsletter.

The Jamaica Library Association during
that same vyear, set up a committee,
representing all sections of library work

This page is sponsored by courtesy of
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in schools and for young people, to draft
Standards for School Libraries. The com-
mittee presented its final draft to the
executive in February 1972 and those
Standards were presented to the Minister
of Education in July 1972. In April 1972,
the International Conference was held in
Kingston. At that conference Mrs. Amy
Robertson presented a paper on library
work with young people. As a result of
the discussion two resolutions were adop-
ted. One urged the establishment of
well—-planned, efficient and functional
libraries in every school and the other
urged the drafting of regional standards
and a programme for training teachers
in the use of libraries.

After the Annual General Meeting of the
Jamaica Library Association in January
1973, a steering committee was formed to
draft proposals for a section for school
librarians and others who are involved in
library work with young people. The
Steering Committee finished its work in
May but deferred the inaugural meeting to
the first term of the 1973—74 school
year. The inaugural meeting was held
November 17, 1973 at Jamaica Library
Headquarters with Mrs. Joyce Robinson
as chairman. At that meeting the follow-
ing officers were elected — Sister M
Tarcisia, chairman; Mr. Harold Pidduck,
vice-chairman; Miss Katie Mungo, sec-
retary-treasurer; and the following to serve
on the executive Mrs. R. Mclaughlin
(JLS), Mrs. Hazel Bennett (U.W.l. Dept.
Library Studies) Miss Windrus (Shortwood
Practicing School), Miss Y. Hamilton
(Shortwood Teachers’) Mrs. E. Giesbrecht
(Guy's Hill Jr. Secondary) Miss Carole
Gooden (St. Andrew Technical) Mrs.
Macleavy and Mrs. White to serve as
rural consultants.

At the inaugural meeting the emblem
was used for the first time.

Several members of the section are atten-
ding library school this year in both the
graduate and the undergraduate courses.
Our newsletter will continue and our
“Talk Shop” sessions.

We have used our sessions for in-service
training by selecting a topic and either
inviting an outside speaker, having a panel
or demonstration. The sessions are in-
formal but very lively. Last year, we held
them at different places so that we could
become familiar with a wider field than
just our own. The host librarian served
as chairman of the session and could
select her own format for the meeting.

Now that the seed has flowered, the
plant should grow — in membership, in
professional activity, in service to the
young people.

School Library

Development
by T. Harrold Pidduck

As a ‘Johnny-come-lately’ to the island
of Jamaica, | find the invitation to submit
an article on school Library development
in Jamaica for the 1974 Jamaica Library
Association Bulletin both flattering and
somewhat amusing. The Irish portion of
my ancestry makes me susceptible to
flattery and has left me with a legacy
of impudence and impetuosity. Imp-
udence and impetuosity led to my in-
volvement in the movement to establish
a schools section of the Jamaica Library
Association and in that spirit | dare to
write

Much has happened in the two years
plus one term since | arrived in Jamaica
culminating in the launching of the
schools section on November 17th 1973
and in the first beginnings of a mid-island
chapter at Mandeville only two weeks
later. But the new section and its chapter
are the fruits of a rather longer period of
gestation Much of this period of develop-
ment is covered in four succinct para-
graphs by Sister M. Tarcisia in her aritcle
on ‘The School Library’ in last year's
issue of the Jamaica Library Association
Bulletin. Other aspects of the efforts to
respond to the needs of young people
are outlined in the paper which Mrs. Amy
Robertson presented to the International
Conference on Librarianship held here in
April 1972. The work of the ‘Bookwave’
committee is outlined in an article by
Jean Flovd in the 1971 issue of the
Jamaica  Library Association Bulletin.
A short list of the salient dates in the
history of the school library movement
in Jamaica might include the following:

1940 - the opening of Junior Centres
by the Institute of Jamaica.
boxes of books purchased by
Carnegie Foundation grant.

1951 - Braille library service at the
Salvation Army School for

the Blind.

the start of School Library
Services to primary schools.

1952

1955  a basic coverage of 60 books
renewed every second term
to all primary schools.

the beginning of school Book-

mobile service.

1962  acomplete school Bookmobile

coverage of the Island.

1969  ““Books for Teenagers’’ sch-
eme in 8 post-primary schools

started.

1970  a Draft Training Programme
for Teacher-Librarians at Tea-
cher’s Colleges in Jamaica for-
mulated.

the ” Bookwave'’ selection and
exhibition of recommended

reading for teenagers.

1971 publication of School library
Standards by Jamaica Library
Association

inauguration of the Internat-
ional Association of School
Librarianship at World Con-
federation of Organization of
the Teaching Profession
(WCOTP) Conference in Ja-
maica.

the opening of a Department
of Library studies at UWI
(Mona)

the beginning of informal
“Talk Shop" sessions one per
term by a group of School
Librarians.

17th November, 1973.

inaugural meeting of Schools
Section, Jamaica Library Ass-
ociation.

1st December, 1973.

first organization meeting of
Mandeville Chapter of the
Schools Section.

In her article prepared for publication
early in 1971, Mrs. Floyd states, “The
Jamaica Library Association now has a
schools section which has worked out
guidelines for school libraries.” In fact
the schools section referred to did not
come into being formally until nearly
three years later. Thus we can say that
the birth of the Schools Section was
anticipated and actually took place rather
late in time. The reasons for this difficult
birth are now history. Aiready the infant
seems to be wailing lustily and like all
who attend the birth of a child, we are
more interested in the future than the

1972
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past.

But for the benefit of those who
still have honest doubts about this first-
born offspring of the Jamaica Library
Association, let me again refer to the
remarks of P. Havard-Williams of the
British Library Association from his paper
on “The Role of Professional Association”
which was presented to the International
Library Conference here in Jamaica and
which | quoted at the last J.L.A. Annual
General Meeting in defense of the motion
to establish a Schools Library Section.
Mr. Havard-Williams states -

“...0ne professional association then
is essential if its work is really to be
effective.

On the other hand, one association
must cater for differences and recog-
nize specialities. There need to be
sections or groups or divisions — call
them what you will — which cater
for the various interests of members.
While unity in the profession is imp-
ortant, diversity of activity responds
to a real need. Conferences, seminars,
workshops, continuing education in
general, are important to a profession
which is undergoing such rapid changes.
These are best organized by type of
library...”

An analogy might be made to the
individual human being - each of which
represents a unity - which is made up of
a myriad of individual cells which a
variety of specializations functioning to
the benefit of self and the whole body.

What then of the future? To what
areas of specialization has the new cell
of the Jamaica Library Association been
called into being? | believe that the
School Section will be built firmly on the
twin pillars of training and standards.

It is probably a fact that most teachers
librarians began their professional careers
simply as teachers and were later pushed,
cajoled, or otherwise motivated into ass-
uming a hybrid role. | personally put a
very high value on teaching experience
as part of the background of a school
librarian. But, in my opinion, the great-
est common denominator amongst those
serving in a variety of school library
situations is their felt need for more
opportunities for in-service training. The
position of school librarian is the ioneliest
job on the staff of any school. Other
teachers have colleagues with whom to
consult but the school librarian is usually
the sole resident expert in the field of
librarianship. Thus association through
talk-shops, seminars, courses, etc., has a
very high premium.

Another aspect of training involves
the Draft Training Programme formulated
three years ago. To the best of my
knowledge library education is part of
the programme at only three institutions
concerned. The Schools Section should

take an active role in the lobbying for
more courses in school librarianship until
teacher -librarians are being graduated at
every teachers’ college in the land.

The other foundation pillar solidly
-put together by a committee of the parent
association while the Schools Section was
still being incubated is School Library
Standards. This document was published
in 1971 and presented to the Ministry of

Education where apparently it languishes.

The Schools Section must form a ‘ginger
group.” which will not rest easy until

these standards bear the imprint ‘App-
roved by the Ministry of Education
Then it will be possible for a teacher-
librarian to go to his Principal and
argue with conviction and authority that
the budget is too low, the book collection
needs strengthening, library facilities are
sub-standard, clerical assistance is required
and so on. However the Ministry is
unlikely to move quickly until it hears
a multitude of voices - the voices of a
strongly organized body of teacher-lib
arians, chapters of the J.T.A., groups of

concerned parents, local parish councils,
enthusiastic school principals, electors -
all crying from the wilderness “prepare
ye the way"”’.
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A sabe-so meck meck-so tan-so
Accomplishment depends on understand-
ing.

School Librarians & Children’s Literature

Inaugural Address to the School Library
Section of the Jamaica Library Association

By: Dr. W. Boyd Rayward;
Visiting Lecturer;

Dept. of Library Studies,

University of the West Indies.

May | say how pleased | am to have
been asked to talk to you today. It is
a most important occasion. It is not every
day that the Jamaica Library Association
creates a new section — indeed it is the
very firstday — but to have done so marks
aclear forward step in the evolution of the
Association’s work. The School Library
Section of the Jamaica Library Association
which we now inaugurate, represents the
Association’a mature recognition of the
importance of school libraries and its
formal assumption of part of the res-
ponsibility for ensuring their successful
development and a proper place for them
in the educational system of the country.
Our meeting today is the culmination of
much preliminary planning and all those
who participated in laying these found-
ations should be congratulated. It is also,
of course, only a beginning and much
sweat and toil lies before the new Section
until that day when all schools in Jamaica
have an adequate collection of library
materials, housed in adequate facilities
with at least one qualified librarian in
attendance. When this is achieved, it will
not mark the millenium; nor will the Sec-
tion happily seek disolution upon this day.
It must then work for better collections,
better facilities, more, and more highly
trained staff.

Let me draw a comparison by way of
encouragement in your new endeavour.
| am an Australian. Australia has a shorter
history than Jamaica, but its history is in
many ways similar. As a country it too is
influenced by being an island, though it is
many times bigger and more varied geo-
graphically than Jamaica. It has a long
chequered colonial heritage and, though
there were no slaves, its origins lay in the
deportation to its shores of British felons
or convicts. Like Jamaica, it has no long
tradition of school libraries and librarian-
ship. Nevertheless, a few years ago, the
School Library Section of the Australian
Library Association and other interested
bodies were convinced that the trend in
the educational system away from text-
books and the force feeding of facts to
students for regurgitation at external
examinations, would continue and was an
important new educational phenomenon.
The freer, project-oriented, self-determin-
ing system replacing the older system, was
in their view much hampered by the lack
of adequate library facilities. Urgent rep-
resentations were made to the federal
Minister of Education and Science for
financial help. They were, naturally, not
immediately successful for Ministers tend
to be suspicious and hard to convince.
Moreover, they have in their turn to con-
vince Treasury or Finance officials that
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encouraging to see the use that is being
made of these libraries as a result of their
convenient location in relation to the
departments served. Given adequate staff,
they should provide better and more
specialized reader-services and, with the
co-operation of the Faculties, should sti-
mulate and make for better book selection
within their respective subject fields. The
Medical Library should play a vital role in
any programme of Postgraduate Medical
Education and in time, could act as a co-
ordinating body for the medical libraries
of teaching hospitals in the countries
served by the University of the West Indies
These libraries should also be able to assist
Government and non-Government bodies
with scientific and medical research but the
fullest realisation of their potential and
the maximum exploitation of their re-
sources will depend on continued building
of their collections, serviced by adequate
staff.

In addition to the buildings, the shel-
ving, the loan desk and the movable carrels
are also the gift of the Canadian Govern-
ment, as also certain other items not yet
supplied by one of the sub-contractors —

viz., baggage racks, display cases and
catalogue card cabinets, for which we have
to improvise at the moment. All windows
will be fully draped in due course but due
to circumstances outside our control it was
not possible to have the drapes hung in
time for the opening ceremony, as we had
hoped could be done. We are indeed
grateful to the Canadian Government for
this munificent gift of two comfortable
well-appointed and attractive library build-
ings, which are a most welcome and
necessary addition to the Library at Mona.

The furniture was purchased by the
University from various local manufac-
turers and here | should like to say a special
word of thanks to Mr. Asher of Chalmers,
Gibbs, Martin, Foster, Partnership, local
representatives of the Canadian architects,
who assisted me with the choice and de-
sign of furnishings and whose advice was
invaluable. The contractors for the build-
ings were Messrs. Marley & Plant.

Finally, | should like to say a warm
“thank you’ to those members of staff
who worked so hard to complete the re-
moval into both libraries during the month

Private Conpanies too, are becoming

aware of the need for adequate library

provision. Interior of the Jamaica Daily
News Library.

of August and to carry out the consequent
rearrangement of the major part of what
remains in the Main Library. It may be of
interest to you to know that the removal
involved the packing and unpacking of
5143 carton loads of material which had
to be kept in classified order, a task which
was greatly complicated by the large
number of unbound periodical parts,
which a glance at the shelves will reveal. |
should like to say thanks also to Miss
Kathleen Johnson, the Public Relations
Officer of the firm of Desnoes & Geddes
who arranged for us to have the use of 800
beer cartons and a beer truck on two
consecutive Saturday mornings, to Mr.
Bernard Latibeaudiere, the Executive
Director of Wray & Nephew Ltd., who
gave 500 rum cartons for the removal, to
the Jamaica Library Service for the loan
of a book truck and to various persons
within the University who assisted in one
way or another. In closing, may | repeat
how deeply grateful we are to the donor
— the Government of Canada.
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SHENIENENEIEEN  When you’re talking business you’re talking our

1
|
]
)
v

SIENENENENEIEN  language. For years we have been the trusted advisors

=(ENENEMNENENE and friends of businessmen all over Jamaica.

EENE 4l If you’re contemplz}ting any kind of business venture,
‘ we’ll be glad to discuss it with you, advise you, if you
wish, assist you in a variety of ways.
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Investment opportunities . . . loans . . . transfer of funds
. these are a few of the many ways in which we can

Y be of help. We provide attractive rates on short-term

deposits, offer savings and loan facilities which are both

flexlble and generous. We also provide a range of

convenient services like safety deposit boxes and night

deposit wallets.
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If you’re interested in the local market, we have a
wealth of experience to draw on. If you’re after
CARIFTA business, we have a good working knowledge
of the entire area.
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When you’re playm§ for keeps, play it safe.

Come in and talk to us first . . . Person to Person.

SCOTIABANK JAMAICA







