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ing press were set up in Jamaica it
would be of great use, and benefit for
public intelligence, advertisements and
many other things. But to prevent
abuses, that might attend such a
liberty, there should be but one, and
that to be licensed to the Govr. for the
time being,”’

there has been a steady flow of newspapers.
The first paper known to exist, Robert
Bladwin's Weekly Jamaica Courant of
February 11, 1718 (in the Public Record
Office, London, but with a facsimile at the
West India Reference Library) contained
relatively little — proclamations, news,
advertisements and notices of absconded
slaves — making up ‘4 printed pages, 10"
high, 634 ‘“‘wide.”” Today’s newspapers cover
a great variety of subjects, including ‘““Trade,
Industries, taxation, the Constitution, Civil
Liberties, Race, Religion and Citizenship.”
(The Daily Gleaner, Souvenir Edition).

Inall, thirteen or fourteen newspapers
were published in Jamaica over the period
1717 to 1795. Then in 1825 alone, there were
eleven newspapers. This was again the case
in 1944. Today there are thirteen newspapers
being published: 3 daily — The Daily
Gleaner, The Daily News, The Star; 3
twice-weekly — The Beacon, The Chung San
News and The Labrish; and 7 weekly —
Catholic‘dpinion, Children’s Own, Jamaica
Churchman, The Jamaica Weekly Gleaner,
Public Opinion, The Visitor and The Voice of
Jamaica. Qf these, we note that only two are
localized to a particular geographical area —
“the North Coast and Cornwall” — the
Beacon and the Visitor. The Visitor actually
has wider reach than is stated because of its
tourist orientation. Catholic Opinion and
Jamaica Churchman represent the Roman
Catholic and Anglican denominations respec-
tively; the Chung San News is printed in
Chinese for the Jamaican Chinese com-
munity. Three of the present newspapers are
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politically — oriented: Public Opinion and
The Voice of Jamaica organs of the People’s
National Party and the Jamaica Labour
Party respectively; and The Labrish,
published by Mr. Stanley Grant, which
frequently criticises popular political figures
.and party policies, claiming to publish
‘‘Jamaican and Foreign Facts others are
afraid to print’’ for ‘‘The truth is mighty and
it will prevail.” This last paper may also be
said to have a racial slant, as mention is often
made of ‘“‘the black masses.” The Jamaica
Weekly Gleaner summarises the week’s
news, high-lighting the main events, mainly
for Jamaicans domiciled abroad in Britain
and North America. Only three of the current
newspapers may therefore be said to aim at
island-wide coverage for all Jamaica; these
are the Daily Gleaner, the Star and the yet
very young Daily News.

Jamaican newspapers stand out for their

variety and the anecdptes linked with them,
rather than for their longivity. Some names

like the Falmouth Post, the Jamaica
Advocate, the Jamaica Times, the Black-
man, the Abeng readily come to mind.
Between May 1844 and December 1849, the
Falmouth Post, which lasted some 39 years,
was probably the only newspaper of any
worth being published. John Castello, the
founder and editor, known as the ‘Thunder of
the North’, was noted for his critical and fear-
less editorials. At one stage he was even
jailed — for his criticism of the House of
Assembly. The Jamaica Advocate, which
seems to have run from December 1894 to
December 1905, was published by Dr. Robert
Love, described by Richard Hart in his
article ‘‘Jamaica and Self-Determination,
1660—1970 (in the periodical Race, July 1971
— April 1972)", as

‘“‘a black man of striking appearance,

erudite and fluent, both in his oratory

and with his pen in the newspapers he

published — The Jamaica Advocate
and later (1907) The Jamaican. . . . He

was perhaps the first public figure to
challenge the tacit assumption that
blackness and inferiority were synony-
mous.”’

The Blackman was published by Jamaica
National Hero, Marcus Garvey, from 1929 to
1931 and is of major importance to a study of
his life and work. The Jamaica Times may
have lasted a century had it not been forced to
close down in January 1963, after 65 years,
because of the ‘‘economic situation.” The
Abeng National Weekly was published
between February 1, 1969 and October 3 of the
same year. This newspaper began as a 4-page
weekly and aimed at becoming a 12-page
weekly and then a daily. Abeng, as it was
popularly called, aimed at providing a
medium of communication for the
“sufferers” in Jamaican society. It had one
basic policy — ““the welfare of the nation as a
whole. Welfare in terms of human dignity,
bread and work . . . in that order.” In June,
Brice Printing Ltd., printers to the Abeng
Publishing Group was gutted by a dayight
fire and the presses were destroyed.
Sabotage was suspected — ‘“ABENG, by
speaking the truth and being the sufferers’
voice, has roused too much fear and hatred in
the wealthy few who live off the poverty of the
many.” Owing to subsequent lack of funds,
publication had to be suspended.

The Abeng had one of the shortest runs in
the newspaper history of Jamaica. On the
whole, local newspapers have not lasted, for
one reason or another. “Some ran for a few
months, the majority for a couple of years,
only a few for an appreciable period; though
some were virtually the same publication
with a change of naime.” (The Daily Gleaner,
Souvenir Education). The oldest surviving
newspaper in Jamaica and in the West Indies,
is the Daily Gleaner, now 140 years old and an
“institution” in itself. Since its inception in
1834, this publication has gone from strength
to strength, overcoming problems, ‘normal’,
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