
ALCAN'S TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION CENTRE By Dede Welsh 

HISTORY 

A library existed at Alcan Jamaica 
Limited, Kirkvine, for a number of years;  

and was operated by the Public Relations 
Division, but it was not until 1967 that a 

professional Librarian was appointed, 
who organized it on the present basis 
and changed the name to Technical In-

formation Centre. 

The Librarian now reports to the Super-

intendent, Engineering Services, Planning 
and Administration, within whose Group 

the Technical Information Centre falls. 

CLIENTELE 

The Technical Information Centre serves 

approximately 450 persons engaged in 
General Administration, Supervisory 

Management, Engineering, Agricultural 

and Clerical jobs. Foremen are 

encouarged to borrow material to assist 

any hourly-rated worker interested in 

improving his knowledge and skills. 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The Services offered are: 

Reference 

Current Awareness 

Photocopying 

Interlibrary borrowing 

Special Requests 

Serial Routing 

Literature Searching 

Preparation of short biblio-

graphies, on request. 

Branches of the Technical Information 

Centre, called "Sub-Centres", are located 
at Ewarton, Port Esquivel and the 
Kingston Purchasing Office. These pro-

vide a minimum service to their respective 

locations. 

UNION CATALOGUE 

All library.  purchases and processing are 
centralised at the Technical Information 

Centre, and a Union Catalogue of 
materials, held by all locations, is main-

tained there, to facilitate the swift iden-
tification and location of material 

requested. Books and pamphlets are class-
ified by the Universal Decimal Classifi-
cation, and journal articles are indexed 

by the Alcan Subject Headings for Tech-
nical Files. 

INTERESTING FEATURES 

1. Serials Routing: The routing of 350 

journal titles to approximately 450 
persons, involves the use of routing 

slips which need constant up-dating, 
necessitated by frequent transfers, 

resignations and additions to staff. 

Since January 1973, routing slips have 
been prepared by computer print-outs, 

reducing the task of revising routing 
slips from a dreary time-consuming 

manual operation to that of merely 

recording each staff change in a file of 

IBM cards, from which new routing 

slips are produced by computer, every 

three months. The results are: 
a) neater routing slips, 

b) more up-to-date slips, 

c) faster routing of journals and 

dl more time to devote to other 

aspects of the service - such 
as: literature searches and 

reference work. 
2. Information retrieval. Because Alcan 

Jamaica Limited is part of an Inter-
nat4onal Complex, the Technical In-

formation Centre is able to obtain 

with relative ease through its counter-
parts in Canada and the United King-

dom, information that would other-
wise take months to arrive, be very 

costly to obtain or would be just 
unobtainable. 
It is noteworthy that the Technical 

Information Centre at Alcan's Re-

search Centre in Canada, is now pre-

paring to retrieve information by 
computer. If this library is to continue 

to benefit fully from the services 

offered there, its plans for the future 
must include consideration of the 
possibility of reorganizing for informa-

tion retrieval by computer. 
contd. on page 23 

PRINTERS AND 
PUBLISHERS 
IN JAMAICA by Elaine Noel 

The earliest printer cum publisher, of 
whom there is record, in Jamaica, was 
Robert Baldwin, who established the first 
printing-press, in Kingston in 1718. There is 
some confusion as to his first known work. 
John Clyde Oswald, in his book Printing in the 
Americas, states this to be "a broadside 
reproduction of a speech made by Governor 
Sir Nicholas Lawes, of Jamaica, printed in 
1708." On the other hand, Frank Cundall, 
noted Secretary and Librarian of the Institute 
of Jamaica for many years, writes, in A 
History of Printing in Jamaica from 1717 to 
1834, of a "'Speech of His Excellency Sir 
Nicholas Lawes . . . on Wednesday, October 
22nd, 1718' . . . . probably the first Jamaica 
printed broadsheet", noting as its precursor 
"one of the earliest examples of Jamaican 
printing existing . . . the thirty-eight number 
of the 'Weekly Jamaica Courant', which 
appeared on the 11th of February, 1718, — the 
first number must have been published on the 
28th of May, 1717." 

In The Story of Printing From Wood 
Blocks to Electronics, Irving B. Simon points 
out that "at the beginning, every printer was 
also his own publisher, editor, bookseller and 
type designer. Gradually these functions 
became separated." This statement is no less 
true for the development of printing in 
Jamaica. Robert Baldwin seems to have 
eventually given up printing in favour of 
publishing, as later works of the 1840's read, 
"Printed by . . . for Peter and Robert 
Baldwin". At first, however, he used his press 
to print books and pamphlets as well, a 
practice — "job printing" — which has 
survived in newspaper establishments even 
to the present day. 

After Baldwin, printing presses shot up in 
other parts of the island — in St. Jago de la 
Vega (Spanish Town) where the Printers to 
the Assembly could be found; in Montego 
bay, where Robert Sherlock's Cornwall 
Chronicle 1773 set the path for others to 
follow; in savanna-la-Mar, where Monk and 
Leyburn produced "The Savanna-la-Mar 
Gazette" in 17:.: ; and in Falmouth, where 
"The Jamaica Mercury and Trelawny 
Advertiser" was printed by David M'Hardie 
in 1791. Today, Montego Bay is the only area 
in Jamaica outside of Kingston where there is 
still newspaper activity — The Beacon (twice 
weekly) for "the North Coast and Cornwall" 
and The Visitor, a tourist weekly which has 
island-wide circulation in the hotel industry. 
Any other presses which may still exist have 
probably been reduced, like "Levien's press" 
in the Saint James Printery, to the printing of 
lighter material posters. 
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It was in St. Jago de la Vega that 
Alexander Aikman, who Cundall says 
"probably did more than anyone else in the 
cause of printing" in Jamaica, worked. From 
1797 to 1816, Aikman printed and published at 
the request of the House of Assembly, the 
Journals of the Assembly of Jamaica, a 
collection and revision, in twelve volumes, of 
the minutes of the House, "from the earliest 
records of its proceedings." This is a 
landmark in the development of local 
printing — Cundall in 1934 terms it, "the most 
elaborate and important piece of printing 
undertaken in the colony, then or since . . . the 
work is carefully set in an artistic fount of 
type and is marvelously free from misprints. 
As a work of typography it has never been 
surpassed in Jamaica and bears comparison 
with typographical work of the period 
anywhere." 

Indeed, from these early stages printing 
was acknowledged as an art. There is ample 
evidence in the minutes of the Assembly that 
Aikman took his work very seriously. In 
December, 1792, it is recorded that, 

"Mr. Aikman, the printer to the House, 
had been at considerable expense in 
importing from Great Britain new 
types and paper, and the Committee re-
commend that he should receive 500 
on ac  punt"  

Again, in December 1794, Aikman 'notified 
the Committee that he intended to go to 
England shortly when he would, "to give the 
impression all the beauty and elegance of 
which it is susceptible. . ., secure a white 
pressman for its superintendence, that part 
of the business being executed here by 
Negroes." 'Today, local printers continue 
this trend. They have kept abreast of the very 
latest developments in their field and Mr. 
Winston Stephenson, Founder and Chairman 
of Stephenson's Litho Press Ltd., can proudly 
claim that the printing industry, within the 
relatively short period of some fifteen to 
twenty years, has reached a level of 
sophistication in its standard of work that is 
sec offd only to that of Switzerland, where 
prices are twice as high. 

In Jamaica now there is a multitude of 
printers, roughly divisible into three 
classes:— unsophisticated printing; continu-
ous stationery; and sophisticated colour 
work. The first and third classes are the more 
Popular and populous, whereas the second 
class contains a few age-old stalwarts. All 
three classes complement, rather than 
compete with or duplicate, each other, for 
whereas the unsophisticated printer cannot 
adequately print brochures for the tourist 
industry, neither can the highly sophisticated 
lithographer afford to print the 

"Swinging Night in Georgia Happening 
October 61 Threads — anything but 
nothing. Time-anytime you come till 
anytime you leave. Breads — $1.00 per 
soul" 

dance-cards which are so vital to the 
well-being of local youth. The biggest 'boom', 
however, is to be noticed in the world of 
lithography or off-set printing, introduced in 
Jamaica probably only twenty years ago. 
Here competition is tight, as some printers 
use the latest four-colour presses, while 
others do four-colour work on two-colour 
presses, others use special Foto-setter 
equipment, and yet others offer fast printing 
services for the business world, using 
streamlined processes. Instant Print, for 
example, of Park Avenue in Kingston, was 
set up in June 1967. They offer a "lithographic 
printing process that produces an offset plate 
in a few seconds, and the printing results 
from that plate in another few seconds; thus, 
within minutes, one can get a printing job 
done." Letter press machines are now 
regulated to second place, to be used only 
when absolutely necessary. 

Printing has become highly technical and 
the would-be printer now has a greater need 
for specialised training in both printing and 
photography. In fact, the wage structure in 
the printing industry now depends on the 
ability and skill of its workers. Around 1944, a 
Master Printers and Allied Trades Associa-
tion was formed. This Association has been 
vigilant in its demands for high standards of 
printing and for better working conditions 
for, and government involvement in the 
training of, Jamaica printers. In the Daily 
Gleaner of Wednesday, September 28, 1955 
Mr. A. Tuach, then Vice President stated: 

"As for the matter of 
foreign printing offering us competi-
tion; by British standards we would be 
thrown off the island. I hope we will 
stick together, plan together and im-
prove." 

He also advocated the training of local people 
to take charge of the industry rather than 
have "imported men coming out here to top 
posts." The work of the Association continues 
to pay off. The quality of printing in the island 
continues to improve; in most printing 
establishments one can 'earn as he learns'; 
and at the moment concrete proposals have 
been drawn up and placed before the 
Government for the establishment of a 
printing school, under the National Industrial 
Training Board. 

Printing plays a vital part in every area of 
modern living. To quote Irving B. Simon in 
The Story of Printing from Wood Blocks to 
Electronics: 

"The story of printing is the 
story of man's attempt to share his 
ideas with as wide an audience as pos-
sible. It was the first and is still the 
most important medium for mass com-
munication." 

Simon continues: 
"Today we depend less on the printer 
than before, because we now have 
other powerful means of mass com-
munication-television, radio, motion 
pictures, and electronic machines. We 
also store knowledge on film, as many 
libraries are now doing, to conserve 
space. But the printed word and picture 
are still the most powerful and effec-
tive means of conveying ideas. 

The products of the printing press form 
an important part of our daily life. 
Newspapers and dollar bills, postage 
stamps and text books, cereal boxes 
and reproductions of the old masters, 
calendars and cook books — all are 
supplied by the printing industry." 

The greatest demand for printing in 
Jamaica today comes from the business 
sector. The labelling market grows larger 
every day, as does the demand for brochures 
ly hotels and the tourist industry. One 
notable printing firm, (probably the island's 
biggest printing house), United Printers Ltd., 
now Uniprint Ltd., has gone from general 
printing, (including publication work, among 
which were stories for the use of children in 
schools, for the Ministry of Education 
Publications Branch) to a greater concen-
tration on commercial printing, and in 1965 to 
continuous stationery work (including the 
production of "die-stamp stationery" for 
hotels and commercial use, seventy-five 
percent of which was being imported in 1962) 
and packaging. Second in demand comes 
stationery manufacturing and last, but as 
usual by no means least in value, comes 
publication work — the printing of books, 
magazines and pamphlets, newspapers. 

It is in this last section — publication work 
— that, lamentably, the least development is 
noticed. Lamentably, because the role of 
publishers is invaluable in any society, more 
so in a developing country like Jamaica, 
where local and foreign matters not only have 
to be brought to the attention of the public, 
but where these matters can be made to 
mould and shape the thinking of this public. 
To quote from The Daily Gleaner, Souvenir 
Edition, Friday, December 31, 1966: 

"More power rests, today, in a few 
square yards of paper, multiplied end-
lessly in replica, than perhaps in any-
thing else, whether the decrees of 
tyrants or the persuasions of demo-
cratic governments." 

In this light, the most important publishers in 
Jamaica to date are those who have 
published newspapers. 

Ever since 1717 when Sir Nicholas Lawes, 
then Governor of Jamaica, suggested that a 
Printing Press should be established in 
Jamaica, 

"I am of opinion if a print- 
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ing press were set up in Jamaica it 
would be of great use, and benefit for 
public intelligence, advertisements and 
many other things. But to prevent 
abuses, that might attend such a 
liberty, there should be but one, and 
that to be licensed to the Govr. for the 
time being," 

there has been a steady flow of newspapers. 
The first paper known to exist, Robert 
Bladwin's Weekly Jamaica Courant of 
February 11, 1718 (in the Public Record 
Office, London, but with a facsimile at the 
West India Reference Library) contained 
relatively little 	proclamations, news, 
advertisements and notices of absconded 
slaves - making up "4 printed pages, 10" 
high, 64 "wide." Today's newspapers cover 
a great variety of subjects, including "Trade, 
Industries, taxation, the Constitution, Civil 
Liberties, Race, Religion and Citizenship." 
(The Daily Gleaner, Souvenir Edition). 

In tall, thirteen or fourteen newspapers 
were published in Jamaica over the period 
1717 to 1795. Then in 1825 alone, there were 
eleven newspapers. This was again the case 
in 1944. Today there are thirteen newspapers 
being published: 3 daily 	The Daily 
Gleaner, The Daily News, The Star; 3 
twice-weekly — The Beacon, The Chung San 
News and The Labrish; and 7 weekly 
Catholic Opinion, Children's Own, Jamaica 
Churchman, The Jamaica Weekly Gleaner, 
Public Opinion, The Visitor and The Voice of 
Jamaica. Qf these, we note that only two are 
localized to a particular geographical area 
"the North Coast and Cornwall" 	the 
Beacon and the Visitor. The Visitor actually 
has wider reach than is stated because of its 
tourist orientation. Catholic Opinion and 
Jamaica Churchman represent the Roman 
Catholic and Anglican denominations respec-
tively; the Chung San News is printed in 
Chinese for the Jamaican Chinese com-
munity. Three of the present newspapers are 

politically - oriented: Public Opinion and 
The Voice of Jamaica organs of the People's 
National Party and the Jamaica Labour 
Party respectively; and The Labrish, 
published by Mr. Stanley Grant, which 
frequently criticises popular political figures 
.and party policies, claiming to publish 
"Jamaican and Foreign Facts others are 
afraid to print" for "The truth is mighty and 
it will prevail." This last paper may also be 
said to have a racial slant, as mention is often 
made of "the black masses." The Jamaica 
Weekly Gleaner summarises the week's 
news, high-lighting the main events, mainly 
for Jamaicans domiciled abroad in Britain 
and North America. Only three of the current 
newspapers may therefore be said to aim at 
island-wide coverage for all Jamaica; these 
are the Daily Gleaner, the Star and the yet 
very young Daily News. 

Jamaican newspapers stand out for their 
variety and the anecdotes linked with them, 
rather than for their longivity. Some names 
like the Falmouth Post, the Jamaica 
Advocate, the Jamaica Times, the Black-
man, the Abeng readily come to mind. 
Between May 1844 and December 1849, the 
Falmouth Post, which lasted some 39 years, 
was probably the only newspaper of any 
worth being published. John Castello, the 
founder and editor, known as the 'Thunder of 
the North', was noted for his critical and fear-
less editorials. At one stage he was even 
jailed 	for his criticism of the House of 
Assembly. The Jamaica Advocate, which 
seems to have run from December 1894 to 
December 1905, was published by Dr. Robert 
Love, described by Richard Hart in his 
article "Jamaica and Self-Determination, 
1660-1970 ( in the periodical Race, July 1971 

April 1972 ", as 
"a black man of striking appearance, 
erudite and fluent, both in his oratory 
and with his pen in the newspapers he 
published — The Jamaica Advocate 

and later (1907) The Jamaican. . . . He 

was perhaps the first public figure to 
challenge the tacit assumption that 
blackness and inferiority were synony-
mous." 

The Blackman was published by Jamaica 
National Hero, Marcus Garvey, from 1929 to 
1931 and is of major importance to a study of 
his life and work. The Jamaica Times may 
have lasted a century had it not been forced to 
close down in January 1963, after 65 years, 
because of the "economic situation." The 
Abeng National Weekly was published 
between February 1, 1969 and October 3 of the 
same year. This newspaper began as a 4-page 
weekly and aimed at becoming a 12-page 
weekly and then a daily. Abeng, as it was 
popularly called, aimed at providing a 
medium of communication for the 
"sufferers" in Jamaican society. It had one 
basic policy "the welfare of the nation as a 
whole. Welfare in terms of human dignity, 
bread and work . . in that order." In June, 
Brice Printing Ltd., printers to the Abeng 
Publishing Group was gutted by a dayight 
fire and the presses were destroyed. 
Sabotage was suspected 	"ABENG, by 
speaking the truth and being the sufferers' 
voice, has roused too much fear and hatred in 
the wealthy few who live off the poverty of the 
many." Owing to subsequent lack of funds, 
publication had to be suspended. 

The Abeng had one of the shortest runs in 
the newspaper history of Jamaica. On the 
whole, local newspapers have not lasted, for 
one reason or another. "Some ran for a few 
months, the majority for a couple of years, 
only a few for an appreciable period; though 
some were virtually the same publication 
with a change of name." (The Daily Gleaner, 
Souvenir Education). The oldest surviving 
newspaper in Jamaica and in the West Indies, 
is the Daily Gleaner, now 140 years old and an 
"institution" in itself. Since its inception in 
1834, this publication has gone from strength 
to strength, overcoming problems, 'normal', 

9 


