his death in 1834 the firm Clymer &
Dixon continued to build the
Columbian.

The St. James Printery’s Columbian
was not, however, built by this firm,
though one would never guess it from
the handsome engraved brassplate on
the press, which reads ‘Columbian
Press Invented by George Clymer
Manufactory 120 Aldersgate Street,
London 1842'.

This plate was used by another firm,
Wood & Sharwoods, who had rapidly
cashed in on the expiry of Clymer's
patents but were still happy to use his
name. The price they charged for the
press (of Double Crown size,
33 x 22 3/4 inches) was£70. Even with

NOTES

(1) Corinaldi's The nineteenth century is,
surprisingly, not mentioned by George F. Judah
in his article on "“The newspaper history of
Jamaica” (Jamaica Times 14 January 1899 &
21 January 1899); and Levien's County Union
is mentioned only in passing. The West Indian
Reference Library has only one issue {16 Jan-

freight to Jamaica added, the
purchaser(3) — and his successors in
business — got a bargain!

There is nothing else in the St.
James Printery of equal interest,
although it does possess four platen
presses of some age. The platen press
was developed in America in the
1850s(4). Operated by treadle (later
often by power instead) these presses
were particularly suited to small jobb-
ing work — letterheads, small hand-
bills and the like — and rapidly be-
came the mainstay of many a small
printer's business. A very large
number of different machines were
marketed — at least 123 in the United
States alone in the period to 1940.
The St. James Printery has two press-

uary 1883) of The nineteenth century and
none of Levien's paper, but a few copies of
it survive in the British Museum.

(2)  of. Jacob Kainen, George Clymer and
the Columbian Press, New York/San Francisco
1950, and James Moran, ‘The Columbian Press’
Journal of the Printing Historical Society no.

es made by the Kelsey Company of
Meriden, Connecticut: a ‘Union’ press
(which were made from 1898 until
1939), and a ‘Star’ press, first made in
1901 and which continued in produc-
tion as recently as 1953. There is one
press made by John Haddon & Co.
(an English firm?) and one which
bears no indication of its maker.

The wood type (used for posters)
owned by the Printery is disappoint-
ing. A little of it is stamped ‘Hamilton
Two Rivers Wisconsin,’ and may date
from the late 19th century; the rest is
rather run of the mill twentieth
century type. 1 suspect that it, like
most of the metal type, came from the
English firm of Stephenson Blake in
Sheffield.

5, 1969, pp. 1-23. The details on prices etc.
are drawn from these two sources.

(3)  Perhaps Levien, or possibly Alexander
Holmes, from 1826 to 1862 the printer/pub-
lisher of The Cornwall Chronicle.

{4) Ralph Green, A history of the platen
jobber, Chicago 1953.

NATIONAL PLANNING FOR LIBRARIES IN
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

By Joyce L. Robinson

WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO THE JAMAICAN
SITUATION

1. INTRODUCTION

On Monday, 25th March 1974, THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON
LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES AND
DOCUMENTATION CENTRES —
JAMAICA had its inaugural meeting
at the Office of The Prime Minister of
Jamaica. The responsibilities of this
Council are to make recommendations
to the GOVERNMENT OF JAMAICA
on matters as follows: —

(i) A National Plan for the
development of Libraries,
Archives and Documentation
Centres;

(it} the stimulation and develop-
ment of Libraries, Archives and
Documentation Centres in
private organizations;

{iii) the establishment of a National
Deposit Library;

(iv) the review of the nation’'s
library, archives and document-
ation needs;

{v) the establishment of priorities;

(vi) the establishment of National
Standards, with whatever
relevant legislation might be
necessary, geared towards the

upgrading of all types of
Libraries, Archives and
Documentation Centres in
Jamaica.

This clearly indicates that a sophis-
ticated approach to NATIONAL
PLANNING FOR LIBRARIES IN
JAMAICA is just being implemented.
What is not clearly indicated however,
is that this obviously desired approach
would never become a reality in 1974,
were it not for a quarter of a century
of earlier library planning based on the
persistent and judicious exploitation of
local historical, economic and palitical
situations.

The pioneers of library development
in Jamaica have been the Board of
Governors of THE INSTITUTE OF
JAMAICA who introduced early, the
concepts of a public service dating as

far back as 1879, and who in 1945
recognised the need for an organised
national plan of development. With
the invaluable assistance of The
British Council, The Institute obtained
the service of a Canadian Librarian,
Miss Nora Bateson, and her published
report “A LIBRARY PLAN FOR
JAMAICA’® has been the blue-print
for a public library development pro-
gramme. Subsequent plans have up-
dated and expanded her early pro-
posals but it is the 1948 establishment
and continuous development of a
comprehensive National Plan for a
Public Library Service known as “THE
JAMAICA LIBRARY SERVICE"”
which has formed the dominant basis
for library planning in Jamaica during
the last twenty years. This original
national library plan also incorporates
“A SCHOOLS LIBRARY SERVICE”
programme for the entire island.

I, therefore, crave the indulgence of
the conference to fucus attention on
relevant examples from this plan.

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF

ALCAN "

ALCAN JAMAICA LIMITED




