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EDITORIAL  

This edition brings us into the second 

year of the Bulletin's existence; the occasion is 

marked by the appearance of our new printed cover, 

and by an increase in size, as a result of the con-

tinued supply of good 'copy'. The two articles have 

been revised by their respective authors for the 

convenience of a reading instead of a listening 

public. 

We hope that the forthcoming Country Meeting 

in Port Antonio will furnish further interesting 

material for future issues, so that the Bulletin, 

as a barometer of the Association's progress, may 

continue to rise. 

We regret that we shall be unavoidably 

absent from this meeting, but we venture to take up 

eidtorial space to wish it the success of the pre-

vious re-unions. 

At the same time we would like to invite 

articles from all members of the Association, so 

that, if possible, the Bulletin, may achieve larger 

size, or more frequent editions. 

W.F.C. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO THE 
JAMAICA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 25th Jan.11951, 

by H. Holdsworth, M.A.,F.L.A. 

Last year. the Library Association in Lon-

don issued a pamphlet entitled 'A century of public 

library service; where do we stand today?" which is 

an assessment of the progress and present condition 

of libraries in Great Britain. It has good reason 

to be proud of its achievements: 23,000 libraries or 

service points, 42,000 books in stock; 12,000,000 

registered borrowers; over 	million spent in 

1949. The report states: 'What a story of service 

to the community lies behind these figures? The 

schoolchildren who are helped in their reading. The 

students who depend on the public library for re-

search and background reading. The workmen who have 

achieved better jobs through private study. 	The 

business men who use the Reference Library for 

directories, code books and other quick reference 

material. And the millions who do not read with a 

purpose, but for pleasure and instruction, and in-

cidentally become better-informed citizens in the 

process'. 
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If we, as an Association, now in being for 

one year, make an assessment of library progress in 

Jamaica, we find ourselves with considerable assets. 

The Institute's West India Reference Library has 

built up a magnificent collection, sometimes I think 

mre-prized abroad than at homet.and has pioneered 

the-way in local_ library work .and bibliographical 

undertakings. The Library of the ...Department of 

Agriculture And.the Aroloves. tn,Spanish Town are 

firmly Gstablished; the -Jamaica Library Service is 

making rapid progress .throughout the island; the 

University College has voted a considerable sum of 

money for library purposes; and several members of 

our library staffs are studying for and have passed 

Library Association examinations. 

We are starting new library developments at 

a time which is at once auspicious and inauspicious 

for such developments; inauspicious because the war 

played havoc with libraries and the book trade and 

produced a shortage of the materials which are 

necessary to replace out-of-print books, and because 

the damage to libraries and bookstocks caused an 
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immediate demand for the duplicate material of luckier 

libraries. The 'Book of Needs', compiled by Unesco, 

summarises library losses in war-damaged countries, 

and -fter reading the figures quoted one is surprised 

that the needs of libraries in countries which 

escaped the direct impact of the war are considered 

at all. Poland lost 14,000,000 books out of an 

estimated national total of 22,000,000 in its 

libraries, Warsaw loSing 76% of its material, a 

calamity which prompted the post-war governr3nt to 

set up a Department of Libraries under the Ministry 

of Education. The Philippines lost six scientific 

libraries, one High Court Library, fifteen University 

libraries, 85% of its school libraries, its National 

Library, and 90% of its travelling libraries. 

France lost 2,000,000 volumes, and so on. On the 
is 

other hand the time/in certain ways auspicious, be- 

cause the strong desire for international collabora-

tion and understanding has in the post-war years been 

implemented by the establishment of international 

bodies to promote cultural relations between nations, 

and of national bodies to further the cultural side 

5'4 



of their countries' foreign policies. Although, 

when it comes to practical help war-damaged countries 

are a nriqr consideration these organisations, so 

called undeveloped, or under-developed areas ( of 

Which, so far as the library field is concerned,we 

can claim to be one) are also a matter of interest 

to them. I refer to the international creations 

such as Unesco, and to national organizations like 

the U.S.Book Exchange, the American Medical Library 

Association Exchange, and the National Book Centre, 

London, which promote the exchange of library materi-

al throughout the world. 

Our constitution sets out what we must do as 

an Association. We must s- nehow win for libraries 

the public support upon which the financing of them 

depends. Professional members c'E,..n best convince the 

public by example, by giving services of a quality 

that will gain public esteem. Members can lobby; 

they can button-hole officials, M.H.R.s, coflacillors, 

business men; and they can enlarge on libraries ir 

cultural groups and associations with which they 

might be associated. We must win the support of the 
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press. And I think we must as an Association think 

in terms of general library service rather than of 

individual libraries, and remember that a national 

library service is commonlyssoloposed to comprise 

school libraries and children's libraries (for, as 

the Library Association leaflet states, 'On our work 

with children now depends the future of our library 

service'); public libraries, which interpret ideas 

to and inform the citizen, with their offshoots the 

prison and the hospital libraries; special and gov-

erment libraries which preserve for the student and 

scholar the written record of the administration and 

government of the country and amass as much as possible 

of the world's recorded knowledge. They all comple-

ment each other; and their difference in aims is only 

one of degree; and we as an ASsociation are concerned 

with them all. I should like to steal a passage from 

the address of the President of the Muth African 

Library Association, Mr. D. H. Varley, who in 1947 

justified his Association's policy as follows: 'The 

development of library services ... is in truth a 

matter of compelling urgency. If there is one lesson 
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we should have learned in the last ten years, it is 

this: the consequence of apathy and ignorance are 

now likely to be extinction. This is no longer, as 

Arnold Toynbee puts it, a bad joke, but an imminent 

possibility. There is, as (President Truman) has 

aptly said, ' a deep relationship between the urgency 

of events and the process of public enlightenment. 

There is at least one defence against the atom bomb. 

It lies in the mastery of this science of human re-

lationships all over the world. It is the defence 

of tolerance, or understanding, of intelligence and 

thoughtfulness... There must be a rebirth of educa-

tion if this new and urgent task is to be met. All 

our educational resources - all, note you - must be 

pledged to this end.' To that high purpose we in our 

profession must dedicate ourselves, seeking and sure-

ly finding in that spirit of service a rich and a-

biding reward.' 

There are deficiencies in our library service 

which are more apparent to the librarian than to Ithe 

non-librarian, unless he be a research worker, and 

the remedy lies mainly in the hands of librarians. A 
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very considerable amount of local knowledge has been 

recorded in Jamaica, and much more in the West Indies 

as a whole, in books, pamphlets;  periodicals, offi-

cial documents, newspapers, magazines, family papers, 

and so on. Cumulatively it is the record of cultural 

progress. Parts Lof ,the record have been lost, by 

fire, decay, of carelessness of people. Parts of 

it have doubtless still to be brought to public 

light. Generally speaking, some .o± what is known is 

indifferently indexed and therefore difficult to use 

or difficult to find from the point of view of the 

research student. We need two kinds of index: an 

author index - a check list - and a series of subject 

indexes. 

The organisation, as well as the preservation 

of our printed records is a direct concern of a 

library Association. The International Federation 

of Library Associations, which has its headquarters 

at Geneva, strongly advocates that each country pay 

its contribution to international bibliography and 

the better dissemination of knowledge by completing 

the catalogues of its own national publications,thbt 
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is, by perfecting its national bibliography; and as 

a result of this appeal a number of countries have 

set up national committees for documentation whose 

purpose is to assess what is needed and to devise 

methods of getting it done. Perhaps we too should 

appoint a committee to consider undertaking such 

bibliographical enterprises as have been advocated 

by the I.F.L.A. and as are being undertaken in member 

countries, for instance by the Association of Special 

Libraries and Information Bureaux in England. They 

will be long undertakings, and our personnel is mall, 

and busy; but perhaps we can start on something. It 

is not easy to keep track of everything that is pub- 

lished in Jamaica, let alone the British West Indies 

as a whole. Pamphlet material in particular easily 

escapes notice. A librarian would like to see appear 

at frequent and regular intervals a list of all new 

publications, whatever their nature; but there is no 

such list. One could best be compiled if there were 

one library to which, by law, everything printed must 

1106 sent, but no library has been designated as a copy-

right library. Given close co-operation between 
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librarians, printers, publishers and booksellers it 

should not be impossible or even difficult to pro-

duce such a current bibliography. The Government 

Printing Office our largest publisher, occasionally 

prints a list of publications in stock at the time 

of going to press, but does not issue regular,current 

and complete lists, and of course omits entirely 

from its sales lists those official reports which 

have been laid upon the table of the House but which 

have not been printed for public sale. 

A common approach to printed material is by 

subject - what material is there on such and such a 

subject? Our two most important categories of pub-

lications, official reports and periodicals, includ-

ing newspapers have no accompanying subject indexes. 

In countries which publish voluminously it is custom- 

ary to index these categories separately. 	The 

United States, for instance, has an official Subject 

index to its official documents; and there are many 

cumulative subject indexes to articles in p,riodicals, 

each index dealing with a number of periodicals treat-

ing one subject or allied subjects. Similarly the 
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English Library Association publishes annually a 

'Subject index to periodicals'. We might well issue 

or sponsor a general subject index not only to our 

current learned journals, but also to government 

publications, and, since they are so few, important 

books and pamphlets - of Jamaican origintof Course. 

Newspapers are a source of trouble simply 

when they have no indexes. Local information of 

importance can be unearthed only after prolonged 

searching. It is a problem with which library per-

sonnel alone can not hope to deal, although the • 

Institute of Jamaica's West Indian Reference •Library 

has valiently begun a card index to the 'Gleaner'. 

International events are, of course, adequately 

covered by the printed indexes to the London 'Times' 

and the 'New York Times'. 

Another bibliographical project which many 

countries have undertaken is the compilation of a 

guide to library resources, which is a list of all 

the repositories of library material, both public 

and private, within a country or a regionlindicating 

the size and nature of each collection. The British 



Aslib Directory is an example of such a guide. In 

South. Africa a private investigator, Miss Una Long, 

made a valuable contribution to a South African 

national directory of resources when she produced a 

catalogue, published by Lund, Humphries in 1947, of 

private collections of books and manuscripts in the 

Union, which revealed rich resources of so-called 

Africana, until then unrecorded and unknown. I do 

not know if there is much - material left in private 

hands in Jamaica, but an investigation might yield 

profitable results. A.directory of this sort ought 

obviously to cover the entire British West Indies. 

Subsequent steps in our bibliographical progress 

would be detailed inventories of the private collect-

ions, and a combined author catalogue of at least the 

items of West Indian interest in the various reposi-

tories, i.e., in library parlance, a Union Catalogue 

of West Indiana. 

By such listing of our cultural resources we 

provide our own students with the minimum require-

ments for their work, and at the same time benefit 

the world by offering it our peculiar contribution 



to knowledge; and this now promises to be consider-

able, in botany, zoology, geology, medicine, and in 

sociological contributions to the study of race re-

lations. Much of this work ought to be done under 

the auspicies of this Association. 

Our primary concern is the development of 

libraries in Jamaica. They will develop mainly by 

our efforts, and I hope, in spite of a permanent 

shortage of public funds. But I should like to men-

tion other means by which possibly our library re-

sources might be enriched. One might say that in 

the library world the technical revolution is on. 

Of the incursions by technology the greatest is that 

of photography. The photographic reproduction of 

printed works has made available again rare and out-

of-print items (I doubt if we shall ever have to talk 

of out-of-film items) at reasonable prices, thus 

allowing our collections to be enriched withIsorks 

which some years ago would have been beyond our 

wildest dreams. It will reduce far beyond what is 

now considered normal the possible space required for 

large collections, a fact of importance to us who have 
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