








with William Beeston and Major Richard Hope became
possessed of the largest and best share of this
valuable land., This Major Richard Hope of " The
Liguanesa Regiment" established the estate as an ori-
ginal patent and it-has borne his name ever since,
Major Hope was a member of the Assembly for St,Andrew
from 1664=1670.

In April, 1676, there came to the Island a
Mr., Elletson, recommended to the Governor, Lord
Vaughan, as "a barrister-at-law, and of good esteem
in his profession, who goes to better hls fortune in
a climate where hé hopes there may be more causes, oOr
at least fewer lawyers, than in England". This was
Roger Elletson, who was member of the Assembly'fof
St. George in 1686, and St. Thomas-in-the-Vale in
1687-88, He became Speaker in July 1688, 1In the
following October he was called to the Council and in
the year after, he became Chief Justice, In 1680,
he married Anne Hope, daughter of Major Richard Hope,
and thus acquired the Hope Estate on the death of her

father,
Richard Hope Elletson, the eldest son of
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Estate were leased to Mr. Louls Verley, owner of the
adjoining Mona Estate.. When this lease terminatéd

at the close of 1909, the lands were leased by Govern=-
ment and the Farm School (now Jamaica School of Agri-
culture) and Hope Stock Farm were established in the
following year, Government eventtally purchased the
lands from the Estate of the Duke of Buckingham in
1914, So much for ‘the Hope lands.

HISTORY OF THE DEPARTMENT

For the beginning of the Department of
Agriculture we must go back to the year 1774 when Sir
Basll Keith became Governor and determined on the
formation of wo Government Bobtanic Gardens, one a
"European Gardenh and the other a "Tropical_Garden".
In December of that year, a Committee of the Leglsla-
ture recommended that £700 be apprOpriafed for the
puréhase of 'a plece of land suitable for a botanié
garden and that £300 sterling would be provided for
the anmmal saiary of a Botanist, In 1775, a property

named Endfield, near ‘Gordon Town was purchased and in
1777 Dr. Thomas Clarke came out "at the particular
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History of "the British West Indies Vol,I.  From this
list, we gather 'that:as early as 1792 many valuable:
plants, ‘numbering nearly 600, had already been intro-
duced to the Island and were becoming thoroughly
acclimatised.

It 1s' a surprising fact. that with the ex=
ception of pimento and a few others of comparatively
little value, most of the staple products of the
Island are derived from plants introduced from other
parts of the world. - For example, Coffee was intro=-
duced by Governor Sir'Nicholas Lawes in 172835 the
Mango,’ brought by Captain Marshall of Lord Rodney's
Squadron in 1782, was first planted in Mr. East's
Botanic Garden; ‘the plentiful and free-growing log-
wood was introduced fron Honduras, by Dnu'Barham;wa
botanist, the author of "Hortus Americanis", in 1715;
the ackee was obtained by Dr. Thomas Clarke from a
West 'African slave ship 'in 1778; the Cinnamon came.
with the Mango in Captain Marshall's ship:in 17823
Pinders were brought to Mr. East from.South Americaj

Ginger 1s'a native ‘of the East Indies, introduced to
Jamaica by & Spaniérd, Francisco deMendoza. In

89



1793, Captain Bligh in H.M.S., Providence brought
several' hundred plants of the breadfruit and "other
valuable plaants". from Otaheite.

After the year 1807 the Colony underwent
a period of difficulty and distress, due to the
abollition of the slave trade and the wars with
France and the United States of America, The Liguanea
Garden was sold in 1870, and that at Bath was never
afterwards acdequatzly maint:=in-d,

In 1625, Dr, James MacFayden was appointed
Island Botanist and although he did not retain his
appointment for more than 3 years he subsequently
wrote a Flora of Jamaica, the first volume of which
was published in 1837; in 1850, a part of the seccnd
volume was printed,. and this was all that was pub=
lished.

Cwing to frequent devastating inundations
by the Sulphur River at Bath Gardens, and the desire
for & more central locallty which would facilitate
the distribution of plants to all parts of the Island,
land for a botanic garden was purchased in 1859 at

Castleton in the parish of St. Mary, 19 miles from

90



Kingston, and the new garden was established in 1863,
It was understocd, hcwever, that the Garden at Bath
was tc béimaintaiged for supply cof seeds to Castle-
ton and plants for general distribution,

In 1860, Sir William Hccker sent out to
Jameica seed of the Cinchcna plant, from the bark of
which quinine is made, and which was at the time
fetching a high price in the world market.
Experiments were made in planting cut Cinchcna in
different parts of the Blue Mountains and in 1868
(during the Governorship of Sir Jochn Peter Grant)
the Cinchcna plantaticns were started.
| Six hundred acres cof virgin forest land on
the southern slopes of the Blue Mountains, ranging
from 4,000 to 6,000 ft,,were assignéd for this pur-
pose, and_the gultivation of Cinchcna was successfully
carried out for many years., It was finally abandoned
in 1899, the cheaper cost of producticn in the East
(India and Java) making its cultivaticn here un-
pr&fitable. The plantation lands came to be kncwn
as 'Cinchona' after the name of the plant.

In 1874, the Jamaica Government organised
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¢omprising scme 1,600 acres, fcr the purpose of a.
Stock Farm to be worked in cbnnection.with-the¢School.
The scheme was adopted by the Legislature; The Farm
School was ‘opened. in January'l9lo,'and-the Government
Stock Farm was established,

‘A Veterinarian was approinted in 19103  in
1912 a Microbiologist (now Plant Pathologist) was
added to the staff and in 1915 a Government Entomolo-
gist.

In 1931 an Agricultural Chemist was added,
and :in ‘the following year a Geneticist :was appointed
't0 ufidertake Banana Breeding work and & Bofany
Division was establishéd: .

In 1943 reorganisaticn of the work-of the
Department tock plate and: four.territorial divisicns -
Western; Central, Northerniand. Southern were estabe
lished each under a Senior Agricultural Officer, with
headquarters at the four priﬁcipal Agricultural,
Stations - namely, Orange River Agricultural Station
near Highgate, Irwin Agricultural Station near Mon-
tego Bay, Grove Place Agricultural Station near
-Mandeville and Hope Agricultural Station,
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.Suéﬂﬁbriefly,’iswthegorganisationrwhieh

the  Library serves.,

THE LIBRARY

The Departmental Library was begun by Mr,
Daniel Morris socn after his appointment in 1879 as
Director of the newly-formed.Department cf Public
Gardens and Plantaticns. As was to be expected, the
earliest accessicns included the standard works of
the famcus botanists of the 18th and 19th centuries,

Among the publicaticns of local interest
acquired, were Sloane's Catalogue of Jamalca Plants
(1696), Sloane's Natural History of Jamaica (1707=
1729), Patrick Browne's Civil and Natural History of
Jamaica (1756), Edward Long's History of Jamaica(1774),
Bryan Edwards' History of the British West Indies(1794),
Lunan's. Hortus Jamaicensis (1814); MacFayden's Flora
of Jamaica (already referred to) (1837), The Birds
of Jamaica (1847) and A Naturalist's Sojcurn in
Jamaica (1851) both by Gosse, and Grisebach's Flora
of the British West Indian Islands (1864).

Up to the year 1943 the library was located
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note of the library to which it is sent is made on
the catalogue card,

The bocks for the: Central Library are kept
in bockcases, filed according to their classification.
Since the building was not designed for a library and
the staff 1s inadequate for proper supervision, it 1is
still considered inadvisable to use open. shelving.

- The system of classificaticn used is:the
‘Universal Decimal System - an expansicn of Dewey,
The chief advantage of the Universal Decimal Classi-
Tication 1s the provision of the auxiliary tables and
slgns of association, which make close cr détg;led
classification possible when required. Thus it 1is
very suitable for a scientific reference library.

Quarterly lists of new bocks added to the
library are sent to officers of the Department for
their informaticn.

A fairly large collection of periocdicals
forms an important section of the library's material,
It must be borne in mind that in the case of scien-
tific and technical libraries, periodicals are often

of greater importance tc the research worker than
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to go through the cases from time to time and dis-
card any publicaticn which may have become cbsolete
or been superseded by later editicns,

Other forms of material collected in the
Library are Maps, Newspaper cuttings and photographs,

There 1s a small collecticn of Maps of
Jamaica which 1s filed in trays in a cabinet and
catalogued, Newsparer cuttings of articles or
letters dealing with agricultural matters are nounted
on foolscap sheets and filed in box files. A subject
index to the cuttings is kept on cards.

A collec¢tion i1s now being made of photo=-
graphs of various phases of the Department's work,

The Library is used principally by the
officers of the Department who may borrcw such bocks
and publications as they require. Publications are
also occasicnally made available for loan to other
institutions. Loans are recorded simply by entering
on a card the name of the borrower, the date of issue
and the publicaticn loaned. When the publicatlon is

returned the entry 1s cancelled and the date of re-
turn recorded on the card.,
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