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E DI T 0 ILI A L  

This issue of the Bulletin is devoted 

entirely to the publication of one article. 	All 

Members who attended the meeting at Hope, and heard 

Miss Ethel Marson, now our Vice-President, deliver 

her scholarly and comprehensive address on the 

history of the Department of Agriculture and its 

library, unanimously agreed that it should be circu-

lated. The editor reading the script, and enjoying 

the task, realised the injustioe of any attempt to 

condense the text. 

As an administrative tail-piece we append 

those Amendments to the Constitution adopted at the 

last Annual General.Meeting, with the suggestion that 

all Members amend their printed copy accordingly. 

We offer our congratulations for recent 

examination successes to Miss C.. Gadishaw of the 

U.C.W.I. Library and Miss A. McCourtie of St. James 

Parish Library who passed the Entrance ,examination 

and to Miss J. Lawson of the Library Service Head-

quarters whc passed part of the Registration examina-

tion. 
W.F.C. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND ITS LIBRARY. 

by Miss Ethel Marson. 

HOPE ESTATE  

The Hope property, on which the headquarters 

of the Department is now situated, has an interesting 

history. 

It was at one time one of the largest and 

most flourishing sugar estates in the island. The Hope 

Estate originally comprised 2,360 acres of land on the 

Liguanea Plain with a private road 50 feet wide and 

six miles in length leading to the Hope Wharf in King-

ston Harbour. This road followed the present main 

road to Matilda's Corner, thence to the left down the 

Old Hope Road, through Swallowfield and Up Park Camp 

to Elletson Road, and so to the Harbour where the old 

wharf lands are now represented by the General Peni-

tentiary, the Mental Hospital and the Yacht Club 

premises. 

After the conquest of Jamaica, one of 

Venable's regiments was settled on the.Liguanea Plain. 

This regiment was commanded by Colonel Archbould, who 
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with William Beeston and Major Richard Hope became 

possessed of the largest and best share of this 

valuable; land, 	This Major Richard Hope of u The 

Liguanea Regimentli established the estate as an ori-

ginal patent and it-has borne his name ever since. 

Major Hope was a member of the Assembly for St.Andrew 

from 1664-1670. 

InApril, 1676, there came to the Island a 

Mr. Elletson, recommended to the Governor, Lord 

Vaughan,-  as "a'barrister-at-aaw, and of good esteem 

in his profession, who gOes to better his fortune in 

a climate where he hopes there may be more causes, or 

at least . fewer lawyers, than in England". This was 
Roger Elletson, who was member of the Assembly for 

$t. George in 1686, and St Thomas-in-the-Vale in- 

1.687-88. He became Speaker in July 1688. 	In the 

following October he was called to the Council and in 

the year after, he became Chief.  Justice. 	In 1680, 
he married Anne Hope, daughter of Major Richard Hope, 

and thus acquired the Hope Estate On the death of her 

father. 
Richard Hope Elletson, the eldest son of 



Roger Elletson and his-wife Anne, inherited the pro-

perty on the death of his father, Richard left the 

property to his son, Roger Hope Elletson who was 

member for Port Royal from 1752-1756. He was called 

to the Council in 1757, and.in  1766, on the.departure 

of. William. Henry Lyttleton., became Lieutenant Governor. 

Thus Hope was, for upwards of two years, the home of 

the Governor of Jamaica. 

One of the earliest crops. cultivated at 

Hope, as elsewhere in.  Jamaica, especially by the river 

banks was indigo.- But indigo at Hope, as in other 

parts of the Island, soon gave place to sugar. , At 

first sugar was manufactured by.the use of a cattle 

mill, but in 1752, a private law was passed to enable 

Thomas Hope Elletson to take up sufficient water 9ut 

of the Hopp River. for turning mills for grinding. sugar 

canes, and in 1757 the law was rendered more effective. 

The works were. started soon . afterwards, and Elletson 

by this means turned a small cattle-mill estate.into 

one realizing a profit of about £30,000 per annum. 

The sugar lands extended from Papine Corner to. Matildals 
Corner. 	Parts of:the old sugar: works and the aqueduct 
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built in 1758 which carried water from the Hope River 

can still be seen at the east corner of the Gardens. 

After the death of Roger Hope Elletson, 

Hope passed through the marriage of his widow, into 

the family of the Duke of Buckingham, and remained 

in the hands of this family from 1796 to 1914. 

The fortunes of the Buckingham family were 

severely strained by their hospitality to the French 

Prince, to whom they had given royal asylum for some 

20 years during the Napoleonic war. 	Further to this 

enormous drain on their resources a fall in sugar 

prices added to the family's embarrassment and by 

1847 they were faced with bankruptcy and it became 

necessary to realize on their Jamaica Estates. 	Con— 

sequently, in 1850, 634 acres of the sugar lands and 

the water rights were sold to the Kingston and Ligua- 

nea Water Works Company. 	Governor Sir Peter Grant 

took over the Hope Water Works from the Company in 

1871 and developed them. 	The surplus lands were 

assigned to Hope Gardens and the Jamaica College. 

The remaining 1,600 acres of the Old Hope 

86 



Estate were leased to Mr. Louis Verley, owner of the 

a'djoining Mona Estate. • When this lease terminated 

at the close of 1909, the lands were leased by Govern-

ment and the Farm School (now Jamaica School of Agri-

culture) and Hope Stock Farm were established in the 

following year, JGovernment eventually purchased the 

lands from the Estate of the Duke of Buckingham in 

1914. 	So much for :the Hope lands. 

HISTORY OF THE DEPARTMENT  

For the beginning of the Department of 

Agriculture we must go back to the year 1774 when Sir 

Basil Keith became Governor and determined on the 

formation of two Government Botanic Gardens, one a 

"European Garden" and the other a "Tropical Garden". 

In December of that year, a Committee of the Legisla-

ture recommended that-£700_,be appropriated for the 

purchase of-a piece of land suitable for a botanic 

garden and that £300 sterling would be provided for 

the annual salary of a Botanist. 	In 1775, a property 

named Endfield, near -Gordon Town was purchased and in 
1777 Dr. Thomas Clarke came out "at the particular 
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instance and request of Sir Basil Keith" as Island' 

Botanist and to take charge of the Gardens. 

Endfield, being a steep hillside, proved 

unsuitable and it was decided to sell the property 

and purchase land for a botanic garden at or near 

Bath. 	Consequently the Garden at Bath was founded 

in 1779 and placed under the care of Dr. Clarke. 

A botanic garden possessing many rare and 

valuable plants had already bean formed by a private 

individual, Mr. Hinton East, on his property near 

Gordon Town. On the death of the founder, the Garden 

became the property of his nephew, who very generous-

ly offered it to' the Assembly of Jamaica at their own 

price for the use of the public. It was purchased 

under the authority of an act of the Assembly, the 

preamble stating that the Garden in Bath was in-

sufficient in extent and wasP besides, liable to be 

carried away by the river which had destroyed two-

thirds of the town. 

A catalogue of the plants in this garden 

at the time of Mr. East's death forms an appendix 

under the title "Hortus Eastensis" to Bryan Edwards' 
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Hi'story of' th6 British West Indies Vol.I. 	From this 

list, we gather'that as early as 1792 many 'valuable 

plants,'numbering nearly 600, had already been intro-

duced to the Island and were becoming thoroughly 

acclimatised; 

It iS a surprising fact that with the QX* 

ception of pimento and a few others of tomparatively' 

little value, most of the staple products of the 
Island are derived from plants introduced from other 

parts of the world.. For example, Coffee was intro-

duced by Governor Sir 'Nicholas Lawes in 1728; the 

"Mango, brought by Gaptain Marshall of Lord Rodney's 

Squadron in 1782, was first planted in Mr. East's 

Botanic Garden; the plentiful and free-growing log -

wood was introduced from Honduras, by Dr. Barham, a 

botanist, the author of "Hortus Americanie, in 1715; 

the ackee was obtained by DT. Thomas Clarke from a 

Wedt 'African - slave ship in 1778; the Cinnamon came 

with the Mango in Captain Marshall's ship in 1782; 

Pinders were brought to Mr. East from , South America; 

Ginger is a native of the Eat Indies, introduced to 
.ramaica by a Spaniard, Francisco de Mendoza. 	In 

89 



1793, Captain Bligh in .H.M4S. Providence brought 

several hundred plants of the breadfruit and "other 

valuable plants" from Otaheite. 

After the year1807 the Colony underwent 

a period of difficulty and distress, due to the 

abolition of the slave trado and the wars with 

France and the United States of America. The Liguanea 

Garden was sold in 1870, and that at Bath was never 

afterwards adequat7y 

In 1325, Dr. James MacFayden.was appointed 

Island Botanist and although he did not retain his 

appointment for more than 3 years he subsequently 

wrote a:Flora of . Jamaica 2 .the first volume of which 

was published in'1837; in 1850,,a part of the second 

volume was printed .and.this was all. that was pub-

lished. 

Owing to frequent. devastating inundations 

by the Sulphur River at Bath Gardens, and the desire 

for a,  more centrallocality which would facilitate 

the distribution of plants to all parts of the Island, 

land.fdr a botanic garden was purchased in 1859 at 

Castleton in the parish of St. Mary, 19 miles from 
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Kingston,, and the new garden was established in 1863. 

It was understood, however, that the Garden at Bath 

was to be maintained for supply of seeds tc Castle-

ton and plants for general distribution. 

In 1860, Sir William Hooker sent out to 

Jamaica seed of the Cinchcna plant, from the bark of 

which quinine is made, and which was at the time 

fetching a high price in the world market. 

Experiments were made in planting out Cinchona in 

different parts of the Blue Mountains and in 1868 

(during the Governorship of Sir John Peter Grant) 

the Cinchona plantations were started. 

Six hundred acres of virgin forest land on 

the southern slopes of the Blue Mountains ranging 

from 4,000 to 6,000 ft. ,were assigned for this pur-

pose, and the cultivation of Cinchona was successfully 

carried out for many years. It was finally abandoned 

in 1899, the cheaper cost of production in the East 

(India and Java) making its cultivation here un- 

profitable. 	The plantation lands came to be known 

as 'Cinchona' after the name of the plant. 

In 1874, the Jamaica Government organised 
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at Cinchona, an experiment Station, which became the 

centre of botanical work in the Island. A Director's 

residence, other dwellings, offices, laboratories, 

greenhouses, servants' quarters and stables were 

erected. Gardens were laid out and planted with 

sub-tropical and temperate-zone plants. This 

establishment came to be known as the Hill Gardens. 

Here was stationed during the prosperous 

dayd-of dinchona culture the staff of the Department 

of Public Garden t and Plantations, which was estab-

lished in 1879 to co-ordinate the work of the various 

gardens and plantations. Mr. Daniel Morris (after-

ward Sir Daniel Morris,K.C.M.G., and Director of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England) was the first 

Director. He was succeeded in 1886 by Mr.Williat 

Fawcett. 	Besides purely• agricultural investigations 

on various crops such as cinchona, tea, coffee, 

oranges, fibre plants and "English" vegetables, 

important work on the botany of the Island was carried 

out by Messrs. William Fawcett and William Harris, of 

the staff, while Mr.'Jenman, then Superintendent of 

Castleton Gardens, studied particularly the ferns and 
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fern allies. Hundreds of plants new to the Island, 

and to science, were found by these workers. 

Fawcett and Rendle's Flora of Jamaica was initiated 

at Cinchona, and the specimens collected by Mr. 

William Harris and others were sent from time to 

time to Kew as a basis for the work. 

A record of Mr. Jenman's work on the Ferns 

of Jamaica is to be found in the Bulletins of the 

Jamaica Botanical Department for the years 1890-1898 

under the title "Synoptical List, with description 

of the Ferns and Fern-Allies of Jamaica". 	A later 

work - "The Ferns and Fern-Allies of the British 

West Indies and Guiana" - was published posthumously 

in Trinidad in 1909. 

In 1873, Sir John Peter Grant, then Gover-

nor, authorized the establishment of Hope Gardens on 

a portion of the lands acquired with the Water Works, 

the object being the formation of a pleasure garden 

and a small sugar cane farm for experimenting upon 

new varieties of canes. From this small beginning 

Hope has developed to the status it holds today. In 

1898, the Department's Headquarters were transferred 
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