





the affairs in question, or their successors.

Now, three points stand out in this definition
and call for comment., First, note that archives are an
actual part of the activities that gave them birth:
evidence surviving in the form of writing. Let me illus-
trate this from our own public records. When Lord Rodney
saved Jamaica by his crushing defeat of the French fleet
at the Battle of the Saints in April 1782; when the jubi-
lation which greeted his arrival in Kingston two weeks
later with eight prizes of war and hundreds of prison-
ers (including the French admiral himself) died down;
when those same vessels were tried and condemned as law-
ful prize by the Jamaican Vice-Admiralty Court (a naval
court whose duty was to try cases of piracy and murder
on the high seas, breaches of the Navigation Laws and
to decide whether ships taken during wars were laﬁful
prizes); when, I say, all these things had receded into
the past to become matters of interest mainly to the
historian and the biographer, there still remained the
documents in the case (such as examinations of witnesses,
petitions and the like) to tell us, so far as they sur-

vived - and in this particular case we are lucky in the
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