
public libraries elsewhere. 

In the meantime, the headquarters of the Jamaica Library Service 
had also outgrown its already unsuitable premises and the inevitable day 
could be postponed no longer. With successful representations to the 
Kingston & St. Andrew Corporation and Central Government, funds were 
procured to erect a combined headquarters and central library for the 
Parish of Kingston and St. Andrew. 

A site was donated by the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation 
along the new "Tom Redcam Drive," and the design has been approved and the 
construction of the new building is well on the way, The contours of the 
land have been utilised in the design, resulting in one section of the 
building being two storeys. Provision has been made for:— 

(i) 	a children's library, with its own entrance and separate reading 
room capable of accemmong over 20,000 books, 

an adult lending library to display . a stock of over 30.000 books 
and equipped with two reader's advisers 

(iii) issue-  counters in the foyer, 
(iv) a quick reference department, 
(v) periodicals and reading rooms, 
(vi) offices, staff and workrooms. 

Yaps and photographic departments, a music department, a 
a lecture hall, stacks and a larger reference library were originally 
planned, but could not be included in the present building because of 
inadequate funds. There is however room for expansion, and it is hoped 
to add these departments at a later date. 

Adequate space has been provided in the headquarters section 
for all departments including the Schools Library Services, and garages 
for two mobile libraries. 

This building is estimated to cost ,L60,000 and should be completed 
by March 1958. 	It does not include all that we had planned or hoped for, 
but it will provide the beginning of an improved public library service 
for the Corporate Area. 
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