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EDITORIAL 

I would like to address this editorial to the 

unconverted librarian and library aSsistant rather than to 

the converted. By 'converted', I refer to the pi.ecious few, 

who are already dedicated; who have always attended meetings, 

ordinary and professional, who have given hours of their 

public and private life to the service of literature, who take 

time off in their daily contacts with society to promote the 

well-being of libraries. For it is by these demonstrations 

that professional interest is measured and it is only bp* 

having the greater percentage of our striking force adopt 

this approach to their undertakings, that the impact of 

libraries in an independent Jamaica will be strengthened and 

maintained. 

It is interesting and enlightening to stand aside 

and observe the use being made of libraries in Jamaica. 

Already, there' is a generation who have known no other life 

but one in which a library exists. Children Prom all walks 

of life rush into the library, return and select their books 

as a normal routine of life. The problem here is one of 

availability, not interest: if one child in a class can 

discover, all are exposed to discovery. Again, in all 

libraries, public and special, men and women from all walks 

of life are finding answers to their problems, printed .  

materials to fill their needs. The hypothesis remains the 

, same: if one training college student, if.one factory worker, 
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if one housewife becomes exposed to the benefits of libraries, 

all can 7nd Trill  eventually be. 

The library field here is now a well-defined one, 

:f;cole have begun to think library-wise, and to be aware of 

its place in society and the services it covers. 	This 

condition will only go forward if the people who aid in its 

promotion, themselves have faith in the value of the work they 

are doing. Vurther, they must, in the normal course of earn-

ing their living, think beyond the personal implications of 

their job and seek to find scope and inspiration for that 

ty )e of service by which every ambitious man hopes to make 

and leave his mark here on earth. 

The degree of inclination among library staff 

nellbers can be measured by their enthusiasm and initiative. 

Even if they at the outset lack technical knowledge and the 

initial abijity to organise and manage knowledge in its graphio 

form, it is possible for them to develop these abilities to 

advance the social utilization of these records, provided the 

basic inclination is there, untrammelled by egotistic tend-

encies. The attitude of - the least amount of performance 

for the greatest possible remuneration - and an 'I win every-

time' attitude is all too prevalent and has no place whatever 

in librarianship. 	This, let me hasten to say, does not 

necessarily mean giving up one's rights or accepting prejudicial 

conditions in the name of good librarianship. There is a 

hapizr medium which social work demands. 
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Again, professional awareness can be judged by the 

involvement of the individual in matters professional. 

Participation, outside the functions of the job, in activities 

surrounding its promotion, keeping up with developments by means 

of discussions formal and informal and by reading, study and 

investigation of selected areas aimed at specialist proficiency, 

are all part of one's declaration of a profound absorption in 

one's career. And here I cannot forego the temptation to add 

that a desire to write for the professional journal should be 

one of the manifestations, I ouote from the editorial of our 

first issue: 	in other words, if libraries in Jamaica are 

staffed with people enthusiastic and conscious of their pro-

fession, a demonstration of this should be that there should 

be no lack of expression of this in the form of the written 

word." 	Surely, several y'_.ars later, with libraries more 

developed and many, many more workers in the field, there 

should be no dearth of articles and the professional journal 

should be c regular and flourishing concern. 

May librarianship in our new Jamaica be an 

inspired undertaking and may our librarians and library 

assistants approach their profession; with high unselfish 

ideals. 

DAPHNE R. DOUGLAS 

241 



THE NEW HOME FOR THE JAMAICA ARCHIVES 

By Clinton V. Black, Government Archivist. 

The new archive repository in Spanish Town was 

officially opened by the Governor Sir Kenneth Blackburne on 

the 15th February this year. With th0 provision by the 

Government of this building (the first of its kind to be 

erected in the British G-ribbean area) the Jamaica Archives, 

their peregrinations over, moved at last into a permanent 

home. 

The need for such accommodation was early recog-

nised by the Archives Committee appointed in 1954 by the 

Government to make recommendations for the implementation of 

the Report on the island's archives prepared by Sir Hilary 

Jenkinson, at that time head of the Public Record Office, 

London. The accommodation then available - erected to 

commemorate Admiral Rodney's victory over the French more 

than 150 years ago and not added to since - was taxed to the 

limit, so the Committee recommended the purchase of a site 

adjoining the existing premises on which to build the new 

repository. The acquisition of this site, incidentally, 

secured for the Government ownership of the entire block 

bounded by the Square, King, Manchester and White Church 

Streets. Plans for the new building were prepared by the 

Architectural Branch of the Public Works Department, and, with 

the provision of funds, construction work began on the 1st Dec- 
ember,  1959. 
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Because archive administration is a specialised 

business an archive repository has to be specially designed 

for its purpose. It should provide maximum security from 

fire, the weather and unauthorised access. Since archives 
‘ 

grow constantly, the building should permit of expansion with 

out doing violence to the original design. Although most of 

the structure will be used for storage, accommodr-tion should 

be included as well for the many services essential to proper 

archive-keeping. All these requirements the new Spanish Town 

repository fulfils. But planning was carried further in 

many directions, even to the extent of ensuring that the 

appearance of the new structure would not conflict with that 

of its splendid Georgian neighbours in the Square. 

Earlier this year I was invited to give a series 

of broadcasts on the subject of archives, to coincide with 

the opening of the new building. One of these broadcasts 

was concerned with "The Archivist and the Archive Repository." 

The following excerpt from this talk which deals with the new 

Spanish Town repository, and especially with the influence 

which the archivist's duties exert on the design and equip-

ment of the building he occupies, might not be out of place 

here:- 

Approaching the building from the back, we enter 

through the unloading bays.' Into these bays vehicles 

bringing records for deposit in the department will drive 

so that their freight may be unloaded under cover. 
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If the particular deposit is from a government 

department the archivist will h've been particularl-,  

closely involved for some time. He will have examined 

the collection, advised on (perhaps helped with) its 

sorting, arranging, listing, labelling, wrapping, etc. 

When the preliminary list was produced, he and a small 

sub-comiaittee of the Archives Committee would have met 

to decide which classes of these records were utterly 

useless and could be destroyed, and which had a long-

term value and should be permanently preserved in the 

Archives department. This last is one of the most 

difficult and anxious tasks in the archivist's daily 

round, because destruction is an irrevocable act; but 

it is also a disagreeable necessity since the indiscrim-

inate saving of records can defeat its own ends by con-

fronting the historian in time with such an overwhelming 

mass of material that he may fail to find the informa-

tion he wants because he gets lost in a forest of 

irrelevant matter, All the archivist can do is insist 

on a carefully supervised policy of destruction, and, 

when in doubt, keep the particular record rather than 

destroy it. 

But, to return to the new Archive building, from 

the unloading bays the records will go into a section 

known as the InI2m2gA2.12_13&22gLbga. There they will 

be carefully examined, their arrangement checked, they 

will be identified, relisted and labelled if necessary, 
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dusted, treated for mildew and insect infestation, and 

in the case of damaged or fragile items, passed to the 

Reppir and Bindina Section which, for obvious reasons, 

adjoins the Intermediate Repository. Here, in the only 

department of its kind in the British Caribbean, the 

documents or books will be restored and, after exam-

ination by the Archivist before and on completion of the 

work, go into the lift (there are two in the building) 

and up to the Stron_g_Rooms where they will take their 

place on the great array of steel shelves which house 

the country's archival heritage. Before we leave the 

Repair and Binding Section may I say that seeming miracles 

of restoration work are done here daily, work.  which makes 

it possible to say that no document worth preserving need 

now be destroyed because of itsphysical condition. 

We can repair it and give it a new lease of life - if 

you will give us the chance to do so. 

There are Strong Rooms on both floors, the larger 

upstairs, the other on the ground floor adjoining the 

public research area. The building is fully air-

conditioned, for the ability to control temperature and 

humidity are major aids in the fight which must be waged 

to preserve paper and parchment in our climate and will, 

I hope, ensure that future archivists of the island will 

not be faced with the mammoth repair problem I inherited 

from the past. 
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Which brings us to the public Search Room, a 

very important section, for once the archivist has 

fulfilled his primary duty which is the safety of his 

record, his next is to the users of them, for the 

archivist is no dog in the manger. If no ane were to 

use his documents)  his reason for existence would 

scarcely be justified. 	It is his job to see that 

acceSs to them for all genuine researchers is as easy 

as possible; to provide 'keys' in the form of lists, 

indexes and the like, which will enable the researcher 

to pick out material of interest to him without having 

to plough through sevcral volumes. Here in the search 

room also are Display Units where changing exhibitions 

of documents and related objects of outstanding historic 

interest may be shown. Such exhibitions are an import-

ant function er an archival institution in its public 

relations. They stimulate the interest of all, 

especially of the younger people, in records, aid they 

provide the casual visitor (including the tourist) 

with matter of interest to look at and remember, as well 

as with a savour at least of the department's con-

tents and the island's archival treasurer, 

One more section remains to be mentioned, the 

Photographial  situated on the first floor, where 

important recording and reproduction work will be done. 
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