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CO~OPERATIVE TECHNICAL SERVICES IN THE WEST INDIES

By Alma Jordon.

Past and Pfesent

21 Co-operation for technlcal_senv1obs, s basic feature ia
mqst livrary systems, has been practiced for sonme time in the West
[ndies, where several types of systems have long been in operation.
Nlndward and Leeward Islands
. 2.- . In the seven consolidated island systems of "the Windwards
g Leewards, centralized processing at each headquarters library is
“The routine procedure. The small branches and cther out-stations
are totally dependent on the main library for suc%‘sérvices,
pineluding binding, except in the. threesisland group of St. Kitts=
Nevig-inguilla, The two latter have independent facilities for
binding. and mending, but book-ordering and prooess;ng are centrallzed

5%t,§th Kitts, the main island.

5

oy o C UL 8
During the life of the ECRL service center, however. there
was extensive inter-island co~operation in’ this fleld. - -Centralized
ordering, cataloguing, processing, and binding were -all “done at

EGRL in Trinidad at different stages, for some of the island libraries
in. these groups. it -

Centralized ordering.--Centralized ordering was ths moest
short-lived of these and it has been scantily reported cn. Frem the
.files of the Regional Library it is -clear. that a scheme of centralized

book ipurchasing was being considered as early as 1951, but it did

net get under way until 1954, The St, Lucia Central Libre annual
report for that year makes reference to joining '"the Regi
Cooperative Book-buying and Cataloguing Scheme."(l) anc.
better dlscounts as an advantage»r ‘ B

The director of the Regional Librarv also mad@ paga ing
mention of central book-buying, as a fourth gaviac- 4n g lonpg=to¥m
mlar for ECRL outlined in a brda® - .Y By @ariy
e " hovever. tv-
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Five of the librarians interviewed in this group repcrted tnat their
irbraries had utilized the service, and this wss coafi{rmed from the ECRL files
tor tour of the five, Few of those anterviewed had had sany personal experience
oIl the venture, anc they cculd give only wagre cemments ox how it functioned.,

Az far as this can be gleaned from the files, the procsdure adopted was
to traaster 2 block vote from each island budget to the Regioral ILibrary,
retaining a small sum for loczl book purchases., There is no evidence of
co~erdination of orders received before dispatch to suppliers abroad, but
respondents felt that this was done, The Regionai Library rervained part of the
Aisconar ovtained in each case; toc cover freight charges, and pascsed on what was
ieft, Net discounts to the island libraries,; zs shown in the analysis sheets
prepared to accompany each shipment frow the Regicnel Library, ranged from 1% to
10%,

Although most of the respondents in the Windwarde and Leewards lacked
pecsonal experience of this experiment, they recalled the opinrons of pre-
decessors and were unanimous in dencuncing it as far 199 slow, and not
aprreciably cheapery halr ¢f the cix rope Lbe lies conce:ded that 1t had been &
help in freeirg loca2l statf tiae for other Auties, sinse It waa in fact agsso-
clatet with cenvtralized catalogding 2nd rYoceasing. .ot

Cerrraiized catalogaing and procsssicg.--From the earlisst stages of the

Vs,

fusnctioning of the Regional Library, mnch cataloguing fur the libraries of the
regloa was ceutralizé&-tﬁpreo All tooks donitted to the dliwraries ¢f the region
Quring the »eriod following their veargop-=aties wara fuliv cacslocued and
gsced before presertatinn.tl As a tenpor~ry assistance until trained staff

I

avaalanle, full catcloguang wae 21so teing doye at  EGRL Loy all bhooks

3 6 the stock of some of the smeller libreries.” At Jeast two of these
have mwov modotained lopdl catalogues since the ascheme was discontinued, due to
tha continuing lack of:train d staff., 7The Regional Library further undertook to
complie catélogues centrally € the existiung stochs dn all the libraries, and
this was cowplietzd in 1959,.-

When centralized book purchasing was iutroduced in 195k, cataloguing and
rrecessing were natural adjuancts, and books were shiipped reedy for the ghelves
{exept for accessicning which was done locally)., After this gchems was dis-
centinued, the ECRL continued to crder printed catalogue cards for the ielanpds
centrally, forwarding them to the islands after making any necessary alteratiens.
A union catalcgue was built up over the years as a by-product of theas activities.
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Eas*ern Caribbean Regional Library, ECRL: A Regional Experiment, A Report on

the Progress of the Eastern Caribbean Regional Library, 1941-195C (Port-of-Bpain,
Trinidad: Guardina Commercial Printery, 1951), p. 12.

2Ibid.

lEastern Caribbean Regional Library, Progres:s Report, 1952.1958, p. %,
| (Mimeographed.)




Centralized binding.--One of the earliest forms of co-operation
introduced on a wide scale was centralized binding of library materials
for all the island libraries. Binding had been neglected for several
years before the advent of ECRL(1) and the need was underlined by their
weeding operations. Since local binding facilities were few, a small
experimental bindery was organized in 1948, In 1951 it was reported
that a careful costing was taking place to evaluate the economy of its
operation,(2) and it was discontinued some years later without further
comments in subsequent reports. No comments were made on its effective~
ness or contribution to economy by those interviewed, nor could any
detzils be had from the files. Local facilities are still lacking in most
of the islands and binding remains a serious problem area,

-

Barbados

Although the Barbados Public Library remained independent of
the majority of ECRL services, it participated in the central book
purchasing scheme for a few months of its duration. The consolidated
public library system in this territory centralizes all technical
services and includes the library service to primary schools.

No formal arrangements exist, but the public library (which
uses commerical binderies abroad) has also rendered frequent assistance
with binding and mending for some of the secondary school 1libraries.,

Trinidad and Tobago

In Trinidad and Tobago, the chief example of centralized
processing crossing the lines of independent libraries is in the
unique relationship between the Carnegie Free Library and the Central
Library which has already been described.

Between 1945 and 1948 the Regional Library undertook all
cataloguing for the Central Library.(3-4) This service was acknowledged
as a great contribution to economy and efficiency for the young library
until it assumed its own responsibilities in this sphere.

The Trinidad Public Library has also maintained separate
technical services, so that for a number of years (1948 to 1956) three
distinct library processing centers were in operation, and two of
them remain in this territory since ECRL folded up.
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(1) Eastern‘Caribbean Regional Library, ECRL: A Regional Experiment,
loc., cit.

(2) 1Ibid., p. 13.

(3) Trinidad and Tobago, Central Library, Annual Report,..1948
(Trinidad: The Government Printer, 1949), p, 6.

(4) Trinidad and Tobago, Central Library, Annual Report,..i949
(Trinidad: The Government Printer, 1951),p. O»




Jamaica

In Jamaica, centralized techmical services are an essential
part of the Jamaica Library Service organization. All ordering,
cataloguing, processing, and binding for parish libraries are done at
the headquarters in Kingston, and this is considered indispensable to
the econcmical functioning of the parish library system as well as the
Schools Library Service, for which it is also done. Because the whole
group operates as a consolidated library system serving a single land
rass, no undue delays are involved, and no adverse comments were made
bat the parish librarians were not separately interviewed.

An interesting and unusual example of co-operative binding
aleo existed in Jamaisa between the Jamaica Library Service and the
University College of the West Indies. A joint bindery was operated
at the university for ten years until 1959, when the last batch of
books was handed over and the partnership amicably dissolved, on the
grounds of different interests.(l) The public livrary has since been
served by a commercial bindery,

Thus, co=operation for technical services in West Indian
libraries has had a full and interesting past. What should the future
hold for the region in this field?

The Future

Windward and Leeward Islands

In Chapter XX, a service center, such as the former ECRL,
has been proposed as the most feasible form of co=operative library
orgainzation for the small and scattered Leeward and Windward Island
groups. It was also suggested that the grouping should logically
iuclnde, and be centered at Barbados, as the capital of the proposed
"little eight" federation., Whatever future administrative organization
develops, the need for such a service center for the "little seven™
will remain, as has been saecn. Should such a center include centralized
processing, and if so, in what form?

Because past experisnce with ECRL was unfavourable in speed
of operation, particularly, few of the librarians were keenly in favour
of centralized processing for the future. Four of them were willing
to see centralized ordering resumed, but half of these made it clear
that this was solely in the interest of maintaining the union catalogue,
Since the latter had not been added to consistently after centralized
ordering and cataloguing were discontinued, they were largely influenced
by this consideration, Still less enthusiasm was shown for centralized
cataloguing and processing., The general feeling was that processing
should be done locally, both for maximum speed, and in order to make
use of local labor,.
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(1) Jamaica, Library Service, Annual Report, 1959-1960 (Kingstom, 1960),
Te He
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Only one Lzbracs.ean spoke definitely for a processing center
for "the eight.™ tutv four iore of the nine commenting in tne FRastern
Caribbean saw the portential usefulness of centraliized sataloguing,
if re~introduced cn a mowre efricient %asis, botn from the point of
view of speed and thoroughness, Two of them werz enthusiastiz about
the rossibility of making up fer the dearth and vrained staff for
cataloguing in the islands in this way, and one suggested an itinerant
cataloguner fo guids and assist in the maintenance of local catalogues.

Thus, aivhoigh there was some meastre of oppesition, the
idez wag not rviec out entirely, Thz form of organlzation to undertake
the cervice was net much 3iscussed, since most opinions were based on
the ECRL or its successor. 1In cane case, howevery, a suggestion was put
forward for centralized csataloguing and processing as the basis of
piece-meal co-opera®ion, vhat is, that these services alone should be
verformed by a central orgaunization set up solely feor this purpose
(afte:r the pattern of *the verters described for Missouri and Ohio).(1)

Ia the face of adverse past experience, and this division of
local opin.on and interess in cenvralized processing, would further
attempts be advisabls?  Maurice Tauber(2) provides this answer in the
introduction tc¢ his ubhdy of the processing division o¥f tre library
of Hawaii-« "'The fact tha' it was tried before under diff@rent circum=-
stances doces n5% mean that it should not be tried again." The time and
conditions may have been nelther vripe nor right, he adds.

In this case, it seems fair to assume that the co-operative
project aid aot get a fair txial, since ECRL was bheset by financial
vicissitudes and iastability, No mechanical processing 2quipment was
introduced, and apparent.y no attempt was made to reduce the long delays
involved, Distance from the regulavr book trade markets and slcw inter-
island communication facilities added to the lengthy processing routines,
and some three to four months may well have elapsed hetween order and
receipt at the Llocal liibrary., No definite statements on the time lag
were made during the interviews, but uvpposition to centralized processing
was based chiefly on this factor, Yet, in some cases abroad, the
experience has been that the wime lag between receipt and use in the
local library is reduced by centralization.(3) Such an achievement
should not be impossiple in *he West Iudies with caretful planning.
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(1) Supra. chp. ¥V, pp. 208-209,

(2) Maurice F., Tauber, The Processiug Operatiéne of the Livrary of
Hawaii, A Report om the Organization, Faciiifies, Operations and
Problems of the Processing Division... (Honolulus Iibrary of
Hawaii, 1960), polo

(3) Edna M. Pettit, "How Did We Ever Get Along Without Central
Processing?" an York L:brary Association Bulletin, III
(February, 1955,), 1l4.




A review of the chief problems facing the libraries of the
smaller islands peints to the potential contribution of centralized
technical services to solving some of these difficulties., It has been
seen that many of the libraries serve populations too small to support
adequate library service, Were there technical services combined, the
unit size would become larger in this respect and more viables secondly,
the serious financial shortcomings of these smaller islands have been
discussed. The economies of a large-scale joint technical operation
#ith its concentration cf expensive equipment and bibliographic tools,
and larger discounts on bulk purchases seem well suited to answering
this second problem. But most of all, the acute staffing problems
experienced in these islands should be greatly relieved by centralizing the
time-conzuming professional tasks of cataloguing and classifying library
material.

In the present decentalized organization, at least two

1slands have neglected cataloguing altogether due to the lack of trained
staff, For Montserrat, the latest annual report paints a telling picture
of  "hundr :ésof books packed away to be accessioned and catalogued which
snovld have long been in circulation,.”(1l) Correspondence in the files of
the Regional Library further reveals that an arrangement for the supply
of non-fiction cataloguing for this service had broken down due to staff
shortages.(2)

Only one of the seven has a professional librarian (as described
in Fart 1), and the advantages of co-operation for cataloguing in particu-
lar zeem especially important for this group. The availability of printed
ctatalogue cards, which reportedly gave rise to the discontinuance of the
original co-operative scheme has apparently not been as helpful as might
have been expected. It may be that some islands cannot afford them.
Maintenance of their catalogues would also be facilitated by the joint use
nf the services of a professional, and the suggestion that an itinerant
catalogusr be provided by the center for this purpose seems sound.

Thus, 1t seems ciear that centralized technical processing
ould be a useful form of co~operation for application in these smaller
territories of the West Indies., In its fullest form (i.e., including
ordering, cataloguing and processing), it should prove most economical
in output in relation to input, and fruitful in solving problems,
especially that of prcfessional staffing.

.
<
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(1) Momtserrat, Public Library, Annual Report, 1962, p. 5. (Typewritten).

(2) Letter from Mrs. H. R. Carty, Acting Librarian, Public Library,
Plywouth, Montserrat, January 13, 1960. (In the files of the
Eastern Caribbean Regional Library, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad).

Letter from Miss Ursula Raymond on behalf of the Librarian,
Bastern Caribbean Regional Library, Port-of=Spain, Trinidad,
February 8, 1960, (In the files of the Eastern Caribbean Regional
Library.)



Details of the exhtens and metrnsld 1% itvs appii¢ati@* wiil,
however, need to be tailored to fit loval conditionz and attitsdes.
it has already been suggested, for exampis, that the cen‘er should nod
oniy o-dser and process materials for local ikraries, pi: that it
shouid scpply them frse of nos®. (1)

If such a meithod s aaopted, at i1s logical that o;u@*jrg
should be centralizsd, althoungh individual choises coald s=ill be
indicated by the cirsulaticn of ssiection lists with desdline daves,
Bu: whether the center mseds She cost or ron, cenrralived Srdaring
shonld prove ar asset malrly Ior dissouzts, e liprarian meds a
point of the advantages of go—operative purchaszirg ¢f children®s
bocks, whtich are largely crdered from the Amer.car. savken; whers
discounts up to 40% zan te had oz vall purahases, Since wmuch the
same titlies are needsd and ordered thrcughout She islands, s no-operae
tive screme seems not only relatively simple, buw extremely ioglecal
in order to achlieve sconomy.

Siwmiiarly, the need for centralisged caltalogulig t> Rave Cn
staff hus already been establlshed. It may be, nowewsr, that process-
iag shosid be left w¢ the indiridusl Livbraries in the interssi of
aksorting lozal lavor iu sach case, as the respondents seemed anxious
to do. This wowld resulr ln more cestly and less efficilen® operations
then ceatrailzstior, sirce quantity processiag wecthnigues ani machinery
would oaly be usable at a center.

But if processing is decertralized, it should be possible to
have buooks delivered directly to island iibraries from supn lers, end
catalogue cards supplied frow the center, Thiw is the methcd adopied
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, at the state ilbrary service uenteb,iﬁ) It
seems especially appiicabie to the Wes® Indies, since a great daving in
time and money could be effected by eliminating rediscritution by
shipping from the center, Ii pre-publicaticr copies are acquired at the
center, catalogue cards could be preparsd and distributed te tha
libraries in advance of their receipt of the books en publicatida, ‘thus
surmounting the obstacle wf delays,

The sizs of the operation a3y curremt levels of expenditure on
books in the islands may net, howsver, be large enough{3) to zncourage
many publishers abrgad to provide such facilities, and zome tnought
wonld need to be given to further snlargement of scope to include purs-
chasing for school libraries. This need for publishers' display and
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ters,™ Library Resources

(2} Orcera Makoney, "Centralized Prosessing Ce
and Techrdcal Services, V {Winter, 1952

(3% Approximately 12,000 mew books were added to the libraries of “ghe
eight" in 1959, Just over $50,000 (W.J.} mas privided im their coume
bined book votes in that year, but Barbados accounted Ffor haif of
this sum. A service center for the seven would thus be av & great
disadvantage,



pre-publication copies was voiced by one librarian during the inter-
viewsy 1t is an important problem which can only be tackled collectively.

Planning for centralized ordering and cataloguing at a service
center, such as is proposed for "the eight," would necessarily involve
much spade work of this kind., Thanks to ECRL influence, few variations
in cataloguing practice will be encountered and few problems of reconciling
differing methods should arise. Whether catalogue cards should be
locally produced, or whether a card service should be used, will depend
partly on relative costs. But the time factor may well influence a
decision in favor of home-made cards.

As far as binding is concerned, a definite need for improved
facilities exists, Can a joint solution be found through the proposed
service center or outside of it?. Because the original bindery experiment
has not been reported on, it is difficult to judge from past experience.
But shipping costs to and from a center are likely to add greatly to over-
all costs per unit bound, and this suggests that decentralization might be
more profitable. Existing facilities in the St. Kitts group, for example,
could be pooled and strengthened, and the service extended to include
Antigua and Montserrat on a contract basis,

Experimentation with tropical bindings to combat local book
pests should be a natural function at each binding center, sharing the
knowledge acquired. Special establishment grants for initial expenditure
on equipment could be accompanied by the training of specialist staff for
each binding center, and local intruction in simple mending techniques could
become part of the itinerant librarian's routine program,

Barbados

- Barbados is the logical location for the service center which
has been proposed for the "little eight." If this federation does not
come about, or if Barbados is not included, a centralized processing
center in this territory could usefully embrace the secondary school
libraries. This course was favored by the local respondent, If on the
other hand, processing for the group of eight is centralized in Barbados
at a state library service center, centralized processing should be under-
taken for the secondary schools either independently, or as part of the
larger operation for the reasons already mentioned.

In either case, the advantages accruing to the schools are
similar to those for the public libraries--economical use of limited
professional staff (non-existent in their case), better discounts, and
a higher standard of technical organization of the library collections,
Since many of the schools are privately operated, technical services may
be performed for them either by contract with the center, or as a form of
indirect government assistance to school libraries.

Trinidad and Tobago

The case of two independent public library processing operations
within a mile of each other in Trinidad's capital city has already been
elaborated, (1) Consolidation of these independent government-supported
services was reasoned to be the most economical step to avoid this

(1) Supra, chap. XX, p.275



unnecessary and wasteful duplication. One centralized prccessing center
would thus serve all the public library outlets.

The services of a prncessing center could also be usefully
employed by the secondary school libraries in this territory, for the
same obvious reasons of improved techinicel organization of collections
in the absence of trained staff for individual libraries. The best
methods to be adopted are considered under public and school library
co=~operation,

Jamaica.,

Only secondary schools and special libraries are outside the
reach of the centralized technical processing operations of the Jamaica
Library Service. Here as elsewhere in the region, secondary school
library development might well be promoted by centralizing processing
operations for them all,

CO-OPERATION FOR LIBRARY RESOURCES IN THE WEST INDIES

Past and Present

Although most public library services in the West Indies
suffer from inadequate bookstocks, and the over-all litrary resources
of the area (as described in Parts 1 and 2) are comparatively scaat,
there have been few examples of co-operative acguisition, ~v sharing of
library material, The two regional agencies (ECRL and JIS) have boih
been instrumental in organizing some degree of activity aloag these
lines, but the future potential in the Eastern Caribbean is in each
case more significant than current and actual use. The future, thers~
forey, is given primary consideration in this chapter,

The Future

Co-operative evaluation and book selection

Opportunities for co-operative selection and evaluation of
material to be acquired are limited in the West Indies by the physical
separation of the several islands. During the life of the ECRL, book
selection lists were sometimes circulated (according to one respondent)
in order to co~ordinate orders from the islands in the brief period of
centralized ordering. As the successor of ECRL, the Trinidad Central
Library was reportedly continuing this procedure for all juvenile books
and other special purchases, to guide and assist island libraries in
their selection. But none of the latter made even passing reference to
these efforts at co-operative book selection. .

Within each island, centralized book selection is the normai
routine, since branches and small out-stations operate without trained
staff. In the St. Kitts group, the two smaller islands cccasionally
initiate their own orders, but there is no getting together beforehand
either by means of meetings or lists. In Jamaica, the selection process
is also centralized at the headquarters, with a staff committee function-
ing under the Deputy Librarian, and each member having asmsigned subject
responsibilities. Members of the public with special subject knowledge
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are encouraged to help, but except for suggestions and specific reader
requests, the parish librarians do not participate,

Is greater co-operation in this area desirable and particable?

The chief advantage in pooled thinking for book selection is
the maximum use of staff subject knowledge in evaluating publications,.
Other advantages, however, such as the professional growth of participants,
can also accrue. This is attested by experience in the Nassau Library
System, (1) where librarians improved with practice in writing critical
annotations, and learned to enjoy giving oral reviews. The meetings
there became in effect "in-service training session[%7“ or "workshopé%]."(Z)
Such active participation further compels a growing interest in, and
familiarity with, the library's stock, all of which commeno cvnemselves
as highly desirable for librarians and untrained library aiies in the
West Indies,

It remains to be seen whether such co-operation is practicable
or whether any adaptations of the same principle can be usefully applied,

Jamaica.~~In Jamaica, where ore land mass but long distances are
involved, a pattern of monthly meetings saimilar to that described for
federated systems(3) seems an appropriate and pacticable refinement of
present practice, in order to involve parish librarians in the selection
process. The crux of the matter here, as elsewhere in the region, how-
ever, 1s whether advance copies can be secured from publishers for
co-operative reviewing and display at meetings.(4) If selection is to be
done from publishers' information sheets, reviewing media, and standard
current bibliographies as at present, the advantages of co-operative
selection meetings are greatly reduced, though not entirely removed.

The circulation of annotated lists would then be a possible substitute,

Trinidad.~~Similar techniques seem practicable in a unified public
library system for Trinidad, in order to bring branch librarians into
the picture. The question of advance copies would again determine the
actual form of co-operation. The volume of acquisitions is likely to be
smaller than in Jamaica where the population and land area are twice as
large, Greater difficulty may therefore be experienced here in securing
pre-publication copiesy a system of reviewing and display meetings after
initial orders are received may therefore be an alternative means of
echieving the same end, The functioning of a joint staff selection
committee, similar to Jamaica's, could then precede initial ordering.
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(1) Nassau Library System, 1962 NLS Annual Report (Hempstead, L.I., New
York: The Nassau Library System, /1963/); po.l7.

(2) 1Ibid.
(3) Supra, chap. XVI., p.216

(k) The same problem has been experienced in parts of the United States,
Esther L, Mardon, "A Cooperative Book Evaluation and Selection Plan
in Shasta County (Calif.,) "PLD Reporter, No. 5 (November, 1956), 3k,
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The "little ssven."-=In the remaining seven territories of the
Eastern Caribbean, where problems of trained staff for bock selection
and other professional tasks loom large, and where, moreower, ‘small book
budgets demand careful evaluation and selection techniques, the need for
some form of inter-island co-operation seems readily apparent. By getting
together in some way the task could be performed more efficiently, and at
the same time with maximum economy of professional staff,

The service center operations proposed for the "little seven"
(or the "little eight") could therefore include co-operative hook selection,
whether the center assumes responsibility for supplying bcoks free of cost,
or not, since island librarians should be given some opportunity to indicate
their own -~hoices in either case, if at all possible. The method to be
adopted neeas careful study and experimentation, in view of the scattered
island pattern, if undue delays are to be avoided.

The circulation of annotated lists from the center, with clear
evaluations and recommendations, is the first possibility. Five of the
librarians interviewed were interested in this for the future, One of
them suggested that each participating library could contribute a section
of the list, but another felt that a joint book selection committee was
preferable to the regional center for handling this form of co-operation,
There was no comment on how the latter should be managed across sea
distances.

To save time in 1list preparation, it might be feasible to make
use cf a combination of current bibliographical tools, some of which
include descriptive annotations, by photocopying the relewvant recommended
entries for circulation from the center. Alternatively, multiple copy
order forms might be prepared at the enter for recommended titles, in-
corporating a brief annotation in standard terms to indicate potential
audience and appeal., Since the range of material to be ordered will be
largely the same, i.e. basic and popular fiction and non-fiction (if a
policy of reliance on resource centers is in force), the process should
not be over-difficult. Copies of the slips c¢irculated could then be
returned by a given date, with an indication of number cf copies to be
ordered in each case,

Even if the center is able to secure advance copies, the pro-
cedure would still be more complex  than in Jamaica or Trinidad. Listing
would remain necessary, and joint reviewing could cnly be undertaken if
alr postage is resorted to, or otherwise, at the expense of speed. Not
nore than annual meetings for book discussior and display would be preac=
ticable, so that the advantages of co-operative selection are different
where these islands are concerned.

It may well be in fact, that if the center undertakes to supply
books, centralized selection should take place, and other methods, such as
subject book lists, be used to keep island librarians in touch with the
selection process, The need for some form of assistance to the untrained
island personnel was acknowledged in the interviews, and remain clear.

The course to be followed, however, depends on the general framework of
future co-operaticn between them, and is best determined in the light of
these developments.
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Specialization and preservation agreements

Agreements between iibraries to concentrate acquisitions along
specific lines for mutual use have assumed greatest importance for
research purposes abroad. As applied to collecting in depih in broad
subject fields of knowledge, this technique presupposes a degree of
sophisticated library development which is generally absent in the
West Indies. Simpler schemes, however, such as the Lordon libraries
coverage of Dewey clas®es for British imprints, may have some appli=
cation to this area. Because resources are limited, all types of
libraries should be involved.

The prime consideration in this case is the definition of
areas for which self-sufficiency should be sought. Geography suggests
Jamaica and the Eastern Caribbean as two naturally defined regions for
this purpose, and this is confirmed by the number and size of libraries in
these groups. Inter-regional dependence should not be ruled out in
specific cases, however, and local history material affords a good
example of this.,

A first area of useful specializatioa in collecting and A
preserving library material is local imprints and other published material
on each territory. In the absence of local commercial publishing houses
(except for two small enterprises, one each in the two larger and indepen=
dent territories), the output is generally small, and confined to official
government publications, and private institution or individual publisghing.
All the latter are easily overlooked outside each terxitory, and local
acquisition and preservation are therefore essential., Once acquired,
bibliographic listing, interlending and/or exchange distribution could
"all follow naturally in making the material more widely svailables.

Reference was made to this important field of special collect=
ing in the interviews, and the idea was developed to include local
interest newpaper clipping, and periodical articles, which shoulddboe made
available for open consultaticn, :

Between public and special libraries in each island, some degree
of subject specialization is automatically practlced, in that intensive
collecting in the special subject fields is left to the special libraries
concerned as a matter of course., Two public libraries in the region
referred tc tacit agreements of this kind between their own libraries
and a single well-developed special library in their own territories.

There is no reciprocity where the public libraries ,are :oncerned, however,
and planned subject specialization, such as described for libraries abroad,
cannot be truly said to exist,

Four librarians ventured opinions in favor of introducing such
agreements between public and special libraries in each territory. It
was observed in this connection that a union catalogue of periodical
holdings would be a prerequisite to specialization, and the possible
policy implications for inter=library loans were also raised, One
respondent further emphasized the need for sound basic collections in
each case, lest total reliance were placed on the special library,
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It seems clear that wherever well-developed special libraries
exist, their resources could be used to advantage by other libraries in
the area, by agreement, ard on specially arranged terms. Thus, for
example, special collections of advanced works in economics and technology
or agriculture could usefully supprlement the more basic and popular
public library material in the same fields, in cases where a reader's
interest extends to this depth, It is unlikely, however, that regular
inter-litrary loans will be feasible, since the special 1library would
then be deprived of its material for some time, Extension of reading
and reference facilities to persons recommended from the public library
should prove satisfactory enough.

The suggested union catalogus of periodical holdings points up
¢ 8till more fertile area of co-~operative specialization, which was
implied, but not spelled out, during the 1interviews. Widespread interest
¥ag shown in a union listing of periodicals to promote mutual knowledge
of holdings, and specialization might well be applied to journal sub=-
srriptious to ensure wider intra=-island and inter-island ccverage of
titles in specific fields, In the case of periodicals in librarianship,
far exomple, subscriptions in Trinidad are scattered between the largest
public and special libraries without mutual awareness or pianned co=
ordination., While some duplication is necessary and inevitable, a plan
to cover less popular but frequently cited and important Jonrnals could
be devised, and subscriptions entered among the group to a number of
vitles which are not now received by any library in the territory. A
schemz of routirg might alsc accompany such an arrangement, since reader
interest would be limited.

Other sukject fields of general interest could be treated in like
manner, and the responsibility extended to preservation and binding. In
cases of initial duplication, one library in each island or island group
in the East could similarly undertake to retain complete sets bound for
reference. West Indian newspapers and journals present a special case,
and planned preservation of back files should be clearly established for
each territory,. One suggestion has been put forward in this connection
fer a complete microfilm library of all Caribbean periodicals to be
essembled at the Institute of Caribbean Studies in Puerto Rico.(1)

The barriers of inaccessibility across island borders limit the
feasihility of such schemes on an inter-island basis. Future co-operative
developments on a wider scale between the "little eight" would determine
the speed of regular library communication channels, and the applicability
0f specialization agreements in their case. Since special libraries are
few and the public libraries small, the potential scope is restricted;
reliance on Trinidad and Barbados would normally be the accepted pattern,
but in a subseguent section it is proposed that resource centers be developed
for these islands by groups. The principle of specialization would there-
fore pe applied to some extent i1f this were adoptedy in that the resource
centers would acquire more technical and esoteric works by design, to
supplienment smaller collections,
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(1) Enid M, Baa, Inter-library Cooperation and Its Relation to Problems
of Acquisition of Library Materials fromthe Caribbean JIslands (Working
Paper Noo. 3 Submitted for the Fifth Semirar on the Acquisition of
Latin American Library Materials, New York City, June 1lh=16, 1960),

ppe19=20,.
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Co-operative purchasing and use of materials

To embrace the idea of co=operative purchasing and use of
library material, the heading '"rotating collections' was used during the
public library interviews. None of the librarians claimed to have used
this device, and no examples of other co-operative purchases between ..
independent libraries are known to have existed in the West Indies.

The evidence of use by libraries abroad on limited budgets indi=-
cates that this device has much *+o offer, especially for the smaller
libraries of the "little scven™, A wider range of current material
could be made available, as well as more expensive works and less tradi-
tional material, such as films and recordings. It seems unlikely,
however, that such a scheme of rotation between a seven=-island group
could be put into effective operation without the initiative of a central
organization to direct and control it. The proposed service center might
usefully apply this technique in distributing current literature purchases
among the group.

The idea of rotating collections found favour with 7 of the 11
libraries interviewed, and it was readily suggested for use with expensive
art books, pictures, and films, A costume collection was alsc proposed
for use in connection with carnival celeb ations, but one respondent
raised the question of priorities at crucial times, such as the Arts
Festival, when all participants would wan. thne same collection at:'the
same time. The possibility of extending this scheme to include all current
literature was not separately considered by respordents.

There was less eagerness over Zo-operative purchasing and use
of films and other audio=-visual material., A separate question was put
on this subject; and two agreed with the suggestion, but a third admitted
that there was no demand for this type of material;, adding that a demand
might possibly be ~reated by a ready supply. A fourth hinted that the
underlying cause of resistance, on the part of smaller units, to such
possible forms of co=operative asctivity, was the fear that they would be
neglected, or at least that they would feel neglected if their turn on
the circuit was long in coming.

Finally, one respondent in Trinidad expressed doubt about this
proposal, while another said plainly that many other orgaunizations were
lending films in particular in that territory, so that there was no
pressing need for this to be done by libraries in the immediate future,

In Jamaica, a number of record ciubs have been developed at
parish libraries, making use of the private collections of members of
the club, and fiims are borrowed by the headquarters library and circu-
lated to parishes.

Central reference and loan collections

A principal source of co-operative activity in the Eastern
Caribbean was the central loan or "pool" collection maintained at the
ECRL for expensive, advanced, and more technical non-fiction works,
This feature has remained operative through the Central Labrary, which
inherited the collection on being merged with the Regional Library,
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A1l the island iibraries of the "little eight® reported having
used the pool to great advantage., The service was found to be both
guicker and more economical than the purchase of the wanted items would
prove to be, and only one respondent was not much atiracted to using the
pool because response to more recent requests had been poor. Another
viewed it as a great asset, adding status as well as giving practical
help to the small island collections. Readers were said to gain confi-
dence in the knowledge of these wider resources at ECRL which could be
tapped on their behalf,

Two of those interviewed observed that the collection could be
far more useful if a '"mational" union catalogue existed by means of which
individual library holdings could be kanown throughout the region, as well
as items held in the pool, One further suggestion was that certain
fields of concentration should be clearly defined and the pool collection
strengthened accordingly.

Another logical and interesting possibility exists for future
development in thie sphere., While the single central pool collection
for loans to the island librarians has served well in ths past, and may
be retained in any new co-operative crganization which develops, the
feasibility of building two to three stronger libraries as resource
centers, on which the others could draw before turning to the pool, seems
worth investigating. This possibility could be taken up whatever the
outcome of the proposed new political federation, if more prosperous and
more populous territories such as Antigua, Grenada and Barbados, which
are most capatle of developing strong libraries on their own, are chosen
to act as resource centers.

A necessary adjunct to such activity is improved means of
inter~island communication, and this is further discussed in relation to
inter-lending and readers' services.

One special librarian offered separate comments on a central
lending organization or resource center, and this is treated in the
chapter devoted to special and university library co-operation,.

Weeding and joint storage of less~used material

In Jamaica, regular weeding of parish collections is done by a
team from the headquarters, and the need for continual removal of little=-
used material is acutely felt, since space is a common problem at parish
libraries. In the East, weeding was similarly done by ECRL "bibliographi-
cal sanitary squads," as the Director once put it euphemistically. Since
the collapse of the Regional Library, little systematic weeding has taken
place in the smaller territories.

The general feeling among those interviewed was that this
service could profitably be reintroduced with an itinerant professional
of considerable experience, since important and useful old material might
well be found in the process. One strong pool combining all infrequently
consulted works was generally approved, but special libraries were ex-
pressly excluded from these proposals by one respondent. It is clear
that nothing in the nature of the storage libraries used abroad is
appropriate or necessary at this juncture in the Wesi Indies.
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Co~operative micro-reproduction projects

Although the need for storage libraries has not arisen,
co-operative projects for the preservation of important local history
material and archives in microform have already been recognized as
essential. In this case, initiative, financial, and practical assistance’
have all been forthcoming from abroad. One major project of this type
was undertaken by the University of the West Indies with foundation
assistance, for filming archives in the islands, and this is still under
waye

In pursuit of their interests under the Farmington Plan, a
similar program was carried out by the University of ¥lorida for more
than thirty West Indian newspapers of the nineteenth and twentieth
century,(1) and a duplicate copy of each film was handed over to the
island governments concerned.

A third project of this kind is the on-going filming of local
gazettes at the New York Public Library.(2) Some difficulty has been
experienced in securing copies of the gazettes from the Leeward and Wind-
ward Islands,(3) and this affords a potential area of international
library co-operation. It should be possible for the University Library,
working through local libraries or its extra-mural departments, to
procure all gazettes on publication, and supply them for copying,
possibly acquiring a free copy of the film in return.

The preservation of local newspapers, and other ephemeral
publications has already been mentioned under speciaiization agreements.
Participation in an international scheme for routine filming of all
local newspapers is a logical step in this direction for the university,
as the largest research library in the area, A co-operative scheme of
this kind should prove less costly than local filmfng,(4) which the
university might otherwise undertake independently.

It is evident that much action has already been taken in this
field on an international scale. Scope for further activity exists,
especially in salvaging deterlofatlng records and manuscripts, but
careful planning and co-ordination are sssential. The local libraries
and librarians should be called upon to play a more active part in the
several schemes, since on-the-spot interest can greatly contribute to
success. The fact that these lccal materials are being actively sought
by libraries abroad, and difficulty is being experienced in some cases,
underlines the increasing significance of library development in this
area, to assist in speedier and smoother acquisitions of local publica=-
tions abroad,

(1) Marietta Daniels, Progress Report on the Recommendations of the
First Six Seminars on the Acquisition of Latin American Library
Materials (Working Paper No.l submitted for the Seventh Seminar on
the Acquisition of Latin American Library materials, University of
Miami, Coral Gables, Florida, June 14-16, 1962), p.29

(2) 1Ibid., p.27

(3) Ibidog p028

(4) James E. Skippﬁr, "/Photodupllcation in L¢brarﬁes/—=Introduction9"
Library Trends, VIII (January, 1960), 346,
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Exchanges

The importance of acquisition of material on exchange is
marginal for the public libraries in the West Indies.  Surplus duplicates
are a rarity with them, and within their present framework, they could
gain but little material of current interest to their readers through this
channel. Special libraries, however, and the university library in
particular, have much to gain from exchanges especially at an international
level, Their potential contribution to libraries abroad in return is,
moreover, especially significant.

The leading exchange agencies in the area are, in fact the
university libraries in Trinidad and Jamaica and the Institute of Jamaica. (1)
The university library in Jamaica conducts the most extensive exchange
program and has assumed the "role of a national exchange service at least
in relation to the Library of Congress" for several years.(2) In order to
do this, the library has solicited official publications from all the
iszlands, and was assisted in this task by becoming a local depository
library during the 1ife of the Federation of the West Indies.

The possibility of a national exchange center at the Federal
Information Service Library was envisaged,(3) but with its demise the need
remaine unfilled, except in so far as the University Library efforts are
concerned., In 1960 the librarian acknowledged the need for improving
the university's exchange program, while at the same time expressing the
need for a national center.(4) Since hope of the latter has faded, the need
for the former is all the greater. The absence of national cochesion, how-
ever, emphasizes the continuing need for co-operative library action in
collecting local publications in each territory for dissemination abroad
independently, or through the university libraries as central exchange
agencies.(5) In this context, the strategic importance of trained
librarians and developed library services in each case is once more-revealed.

On the receiving end, a few special libraries reported beneficial
and regular use of exchanges, and this is covered in Chapter XXV which
deals separately with co-operatior in special and university libraries.
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(1) W, E, Gocking, Exchange of Publications in the West Indies (Working
Paper No, 11 Submitted for the Fifth Seminar on the Acquisition of
Latin American Library Materials, New York Public Library, New York
City, June 14~16, 1960), Peko

(2) Ll_)_}_g_‘oo Po 5

(3) Ibid.,

(4) Ibide, poll

(5) Enid Baa proposed that the University of Puerto Rico's Institute of
Caribbean Studies should be the exchange center for the regilone.
Baa, loc, cit,

(Extract from a Thesis Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of Doctor of Library Science in the School of Library |
Service Columbia University, 1966.)



LIBRARIES IN THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

By John Hartog

Public libraries in the Netherlands Antilles go back
only to 1920, when the government took over a military library in
the island of Curagao, which had been established on a modern
scale for recreational purposes. In 1920, six thousand guilders
was mad- available for the parchase of books, axd the litrary became
part of the Department of Education and in due courss aszured the
appearance of being a library more or less for educational purposes,
but a public lending library grew out of it. In 1945, the Department
Of Education acquired a new building and the Publis Library was
housed in a beautiful wing of this building., Fror. that time on the
library became a more and more up~to-date publir reading room and
library with a well-trained staff. At the present time the Curagao
Public Library possesses about 10,500 Dutch reading books, either
written in or translated into Dutch. Its holdings comprise about 6,000
books in English, 1,300 in French, 500 in German, 1,200 ia Spanish and
28,000 study books. There is also a children's library with 6,000
books, Altogether the Curagao library possesses about 62,000 volumes.
It is the oldest and largest public library in the Netherlands
Antillesy, though there are some private collections which-are worth
seeing, In 1966, about 71,000 books were lent. The library also has
a film collection, where people can rent eaucatlonai films, a books
exchange service and a reading room,

The Aruba Public Library was established in August 1949,
In 1944, the General Dutch League (which is comparable with the British
Council, though working on a more limited scale) established, after a
first trial in 1905, a small public library in this island. The
Netherlands were at war, and consequently, no beoks couild be obtained from:,
there, After the war, the headquarters of the league in The Hague donated
more books, and so this tiny library-.came into possession of about 825
wOorks. .

The Government decided that, in view of Aruba'’s enormous
spirditual, political and economic development, the island should have
its own real library. The second public library of the Netherlands
Antilles was therefore established. It has a books exchange service,
a reading room, and a film collection, More than elsewhere the diversity
of languages spoken in the island are taken into account, The majority
of books are, of course, in Dutch, but all important bcoks are purchased
in Dutch, English and Spanish, Smaller collections are available in
French and German. ’

Everything which is available in Papiamento, the local language,
is collected in both the Aruba and Curagac librarles.

Probably nobody foresaw the large proportions the work of the
Aruba Public Library would take, when this institution was founded,
During 1950, the number of books lent was 15,0003 the following year, in
1951, it was nearly doubled and came to 26,000, and last year, in 1966,
no fewer than 110,000 books were lent to Aruban adult and youth readers



all over the island, The Library’s staff had to be extended, because
against 10 minutes' lending of books, you may safely put one hour for
tidying-up, registration and, above all, the cataloguing work.

The Aruba Public Library possesses at the present moment about
23,000 books, of which there are nearly 8,000 novels in Dutch and about
3,000 in English. There are about 14,000 classified books, Classified
books deal with specified topics, such as poetry, travel, how-to books,
religion, cooking and any of another 240-0dd different fields of human
activities registered up till now, The classification used in both
the Curagac and Aruba Public Libraries is the Hague classification
system, developed many years ago by The Hague Public Library.

Languages represented in the library are Dutch ~ of course -
Spanish, German, French, some Italian and Papiamento. Some time ago
even a section in the Frisian language was added for the benefit of the
forty Frisian families living in Aruba, and each year a small number of
new Frisian books are being added to this collection.

The Aruba Public Library has its home in an historical building
in the centre of the island's capital Oranjestad. In 1952, however,
branch libraries were opened in the town of Saint Nicholas (where the oil
refinery is situated) and in Santa Cruz, a small town in the centre of
Aruba. Nearly 33,000 books are lent yearly via the Saint Nicholas Branch
and 6,000 via the Santa Cruz Branch. Members in Saint Nicholas and Santa
Cruz can receive any book of the main library they want, and vice versa.

As well as these two public libraries, the Netherlands Antilles
boast a Scientific Library, established in 1950 in Curagao. This library,
open to everyone, specialises in all fields of science. Its premises also
give room to the libraries of the Alliance Frangaise, the Institute of
Auditors, the Natural Science Group and the Publie Health Laboratory.

The islands of Bonaire, Saba and Sts Maarten have only very small
book collections at the disposal of the population. St. Eustatius has
the Gertrude Johnson Memorial Library, donated by an American lady in
1923, as a tribute to St. Eustatius' Governor De Graaf, who in 1776
saluted the flag of the newly established Republic of the United States of
America, being the second non-American official to do so. Regrettably
this library consists of only a few hundred books, poorly housed and
almost forgotten,
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CONSIDERATIONS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CARIBBEAN REGIONAL
COLLECTION*

By Paulita C. Maldonado de la Torre

A major trend in the library field today is that of cooperation=-
cooperation which helps provide services which no one library would be
able to offer by itself, This coupling or resources is discussed in
almost any issue of a journal devoted to the profession, and it is being
evaluated by librarians all over the world.

I find this preoccupation to be the principal theme of dis-
cussions now taking place in the Caribbean, I would not blame you for
wondering why these small countries in the Caribbean are so abreast of this
aspect when we find ourselves so behind in others. To understand this
better, and for the benefit of those of you who are not familiar with the
unique position of the Caribbean Regional Library, I think it would be
best if I go back and delve into the history of the Library, even though
I am bound to bore those of you already familiar with the subject.,

The Caribbean Regional Library was established in 1946 as the
Library of the Caribbean Commission, in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. It
sought to furnish all up~to-date information needed in the different
fields of .endesvour of the Commission, and thus, housed documents of
governments ~~A international organizations, books, periodicals and researéh
monograph. . From the beginning, and because of its very nature, it was
concerned .ith the whole region and the collection slowly became specialized
and looked up to by specialists. Although the Caribbean is a region of
different cultures, languages, traditions, etc., all of them were being
united by the ties woven by the organization.

On September 1961, the Caribbean Organization succeeded the
Caribbean Commission, with headquarters in Puerto Rico. The Central
Secretariat, with the Library, was moved to Puerto Rico, and became the
Central Secretariat of the Caribbean Organization. The Library served the
staff of the Caribbean Organizatiorn, but was opern to scholars, researchers,
students from high schools and universities, and private individuals with
a legitimate interest in the Caribbean area.

The Caribbean Organization ceased its operations as of June 1965,
As I mentioned before, the Library had developed its collection through
the yedrs and was a major research source for information on the Caribbean.
It was considered to be too valuable to be integrated into a general
collection or to be divided among the member couatries. It was decided
therefore; that the Library would be maintained as a unit, retained in the
area for the benefit of the area (including the loan of books by mail, as
well as research on request) and that the collection would be developed
and expanded along its lines of specialization so that it might continue
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* (Twelfth Seminar on the Anqunsitlon of Latin American Library Materials,
University of California /at/Los Angeles, June 22-24%, 1567, VWorking
Paper nc.29).
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to be a source of reference for students and research workers studying
conditions in the Caribbean area, Requests for the custody of the
Library were received from two Member Governments of the Organization,
an international agency and four universities, After diescussing the
merits of each request, the Liquidation Committee tnanimously agreed
that the Organization's Library should be handed over in trust %o the
Gevernment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

The proposal of the Government of Puertc Rico agreed to the
above stipulations but proposed further:

a) To bring up~to-date the Current Caribtean Bibliography
as soon as possible and to continte its pablication and
circulation on a more extensive basis, utilizing the
most modern methods and techniques of information
gathering and dissemination, and

b) To seek the assistance from all psssible sources to
increase the value, efficiency and service ability of the
Librarvy,

The Caribbean Economi:s Developmant Corporation (CODECA) was given
the responsibility for the administration of the Library, and since the
Library was designed to serve the region, it was decided that it should be
known from then on as the Caribbean Regional Library., It would be safe
to say tha*® “t is the only library of its kind in the regioan, and it has
the most coilplete collection of Caribbean source materisl under one roof
in the woriu.

One of the first steps taken by the new administration was to
reaffirm the exchange agreements the Likrary had with all agencies of the
different governments and izstitutiois of the area, As I mentioned at the
beginning of my talk, the effectiveness of our services 1s dependant
upon the degree of cooperation received from the area. This inter=relation=
ship that the Library has with the area and the commitments I just mentioned,
were the main factors that motivated wus to ke steps to further improve
this cooperation through the projects I will discuss later, B

Our intention to follow through with our promise to enrich the
collection for the benefit of the area faced us with problems yocu undoubted=
ly have encountered in the course of your wovrk. The main problem we find
is that of learning what is being published in time to be able to acquire
it for the Library followed by ths ways used to disseminate the information
we do acquire. The lack of a truly comprehensive bibliographic coverage
has been found to be the crux of the protlem in the region. This need
has prompted different institutions and individuals to attem;tto providd ithis
gervice and results in the publication of many %ibliographies, ..one of which
is effective., This duplication of effort will prevail wuntil there is an
adequate :omprehensive bibliographky published. A biblizgraphy which
satisfirn the needs felt by librarians and bookmern withir and without the
remion, Not even the Current Ceribbean Bibliocgraphy is sdasguate. ¥ =
Upon examining it carefully, we wmust ceme to the conclusion..up~-i-.
that =ven if it were wp to date, wavin, ..z Cclusing aave i1or anclusion
as December of the year in question, the information in i+t would be late
for many purposes, It would be iate for acquisition as well as research
purposes.
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The only solution to this state of affairs, as seen by all those
involved, is the creation of a bibliographic center. You have already
heard the early history of the project, so I will not take time to review
it, I will say though that I discussed it in detail with Enid Baa, when
the Government of Puerto Rico took over the Library officially in mid June
of 1965. I worked with her for several weeks and during that time she
pointed out to me the projects they had which she felt we should follow up.

We agreed with her as to their importance and immediately started
work on them, First of all, in order to update the Current Caribbean
Bibliography, the Caribbean Regional Library enlisted the cooperation of
all institutions and librarians that we felt were preoccupied with this
state of affairs. As a result of these conversations, an agreement was
reached with the Institute of Caribbean Studies whereby the Institute
assumed the responsibility for the preparation of the Current Caribbean
Bibliography for 1965 and 1966. The Caribbean Regional Library was to
prepare Part II of the volume covering the years 1959-61, and the one for
1962-64, It was felt that the Caribbean Regional Library could resume
the publication from 1967 on, and by then, the publication would be really
current. We still feel this way.

However, the compilation of the data and the publication itself
are prepared by manual methods which, as you know, is very time consuming
and slow. We soon realized that the responsibility to keep the publica-
tion current, without overlooking our many other responsibilities to the
region, was going to be very difficult to fulfill., A bibliographic centerx
would have been the answer. -

-

-~

Knowing that, we approached foundations, organizations, libraries
and agencies that could give us the help we needed. We discovered that
before a proposal for financial assistance could be presented effectively,
we had to present a clear picture of the project and show to the extent
possible, that the project was feasible, Following this line of thinking
we have undertaken that part of the project.

First of all, I talked to many of the Caribbean librarians about
the project and reached the conclusion that it was generally agreed that
the establishment of a bibliographic center for the Caribbean was of great
importance to the region itself. After that, we had to determine whether
or not it was feasible. To that effect, CODECA contracted the services of
System Development Corporation to survey the library operations in view of
the planned center. They were also to draft a program for the establish-
ment of a bibliographic center for the Caribbean. This program was to
include recommended methods and procedures directed to the improvement of
the operational capability of the Caribbean Regional Library. It was to
include a design for the bibliographic center proper and recommendations
to improve the present ways of announcing bibliographic information on
publications of and about the Caribbean.

The study had its limitations. It could only focus on the
Caribbean Regional Library directly and analyse its interaction with other
institutions within and without the region only indirectly through the
impact felt at the Caribbean Regional Library.



The Sy=stem Deve.opment Corporation started work on the project
last December and completed the first stage early this year. The survey
accomplished more than just an understanding of the current operating
procedures and working potential of the Caribbean Regic - al Library.
Bagically, 1t provides the answer to the question '"why a Bibliographic
Center for Caribbean Information at the Caribbean RegiOnal Library'" as
it shows that since 1950 when the first issue of the Current Caribbean
Bibliography came int: oeing@wthe Library had in fact been operating as
a bibliographic center, i .,3 er, the degree of effectiveness in carry-
ing our this function haa ‘been governed by available resourses and oute
side Influences,

It shows also that the Library has attempted to cocllect the
bibliographic information on items published in the Caribbean through
working agreements with libraries and institutions of the area, To
have ag comprehensive a coverage as possible, the Library reviews pub-
lishers' lists,; newspapers, preriodicals, book reviews, and even
acquisitions of other institutions.

Its internal operations allow for the cataloging of items for
the Carxent Caribbean Bibliography as well as for items destined for its
specialized collection., The primary service iz centered upon the
publication of a bibliography con-2srned with printed material published
ia or about the Caribbean under a sutject heading format and including an
alphabetical and chronological index. Farther, the Library disseminates
this information to other bibliographic centers, academic institutions,
1ibra§§es and interested government agencies, and lastly, it responds

with sgpecialized bibliographies to queries pertinent to the Caribbean
communiities,

In conclusion, the study shows that there is a well established
basis for 'implementing a plan for further development of a bibliographic
center within the Caribbean Regional Library. This new Center would be
¢haracterized by more comprehensive coverage and would have the capability
for more immediate announcement of material, However, it must be under-~
stood that plans are necessarily projections across time and in an effort
of this magnitude, they are directly related to the availability of funds,
trained personnel and ccoperation in the entire Caribbean community. A
first step i8 neressarily the implementation of an interim capability
designed to imyrowe the internal processes and products within the con-
straints of the present working enviromment of the Caribbean Regional
Library. -

The following are some of the problems which plague the Library.
Prohlems of this nature usually arise in systems badgered by increasing
workloads and insufficient personnel, They are not listed in order of
importance.

1, The Current Caribbean Biblicgraphy is not "current',
Volumes are issued too long after the publication dates of
the information contained within, to be effective,

2o The Selective List of Recent Publications Catalogued intended
as a remedy for the above, does not fulfili its purpose., It
is a partial list of acquired items which are not exclusively
confined to the Caribbean area, It exc¢ludes the contributions
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sent by regional collaborators and items listed in acquisitions
lists received at the Library. It only includes items physi~
cally found at the Caribbean Regional Library. )

Duplication of effort

a) because of lack of coordination, there may be other people,
other countries doing the same thing we are trying to do.

b) in the Library itself, in the processing of items and
preparation of the Current Caribbean Bibliography, typed
information has to be prepared for the general catalog,
the Current Caribbean Bibliography and indexes typed again
when the publication 1s being prepared to go to press.

Backlogs of two to three months exist in the catalog card
preparation for the Current Caribbean Bibliography. Backlogs
of two to three months exist in the catalog card preparation
for the General Catalog.

All documents acquired by the Caribbean Regional Library are
not put under bibliographic control. This greatly reduces
the ability to provide comprehensive coverage for special
bibliographies,

No system exists for collecting operating statistics which
would facilitate library performance evaluation.

The physical storage medium for newspaper clippings file now

in use does not prevent paper deterloration and will eventuglly
result in the loss of valuable information. The file was
prepared to fill our needs. It would not be recommended as

a model to any library.

The overall operation suffers from a lack of personnel,

Solving some of these will make definite improvements in the
"currentness" of the publications while others, when solved, will have a
direct bearing on the functions of storage and retrieval, Lastly, there
are some whose symptoms may never be fully eradicated.

The recommendations of the study are listed not in order of
importance but may be considered as logicali steps leading to the eventual
implementation of the plan for a '"new" Bibliographic Center,

l.

Develop an "entry worksheet" for the acquisition funection,
This will standardize descriptive cataloging and allegw for
a more rapid transformation of the entry to machine readable
form. It has heen discovered that an interested student
asslistant, wlth thorough training and close supervision can
perform this task effectively.
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2. Enter into a working agreement with the computer center
of the University of Puertec Rico for the keypunchiag of
"entry worksheets", OCbviously, we would not jump into
acquiring electronic equipment, This working agreement
with the Tabulation Office of the University or Puerto
Rico, will enable us to test, improve and evaluate the
new processes.

3s Schedule, at apprcr~* *e intervals, the printing of the
punch card file c... wultilith masters with the Uuivers
computer which wil’ enable us to initiate our publicationss

a) the bi-monthly list (slightly different) viewed as a
Supple.ient to the Current Caribbean Bibliography.

b) the annual volume of the Current Caribtean Bivliography
_published hepefully by July of the following yeare
It wil? really be a cumulative issue of all the bi-monthly
issues distribvuted throughout the year.

¢, the Sslective List of Recent Publications Catalogued
would change its frequency and include oaly general works
which we feel the public shoulg know we have. It would
be printed using the same procedures mentioned above.

4, Arrange for 1967 inputs 3¢ have top processing priority.
Basically, this allows for cut off or. the gatherang of
material for the Current Caribbean Bilkliography, Volumes
1962-1964 and 1965-1965, and pablication as scon as
rossible,

5, -‘Incorporate within the Caribbean Regional Library a Caribbean
Bibliographic Center as a special project. I think it stands
to rsason that a project as big and complex as this shculd
be kept separately, especially when there may be possibilities
of funds being assigned for that groject. It will allow for
better accounting procedures, for better relaticns and
vresentation.

6. Call a conference of all institutions and libraries of the
Caribbean who are row collaborating with the Caribbean
Regional Library to resolve:

a) Selection of lccal agents

h) Areaz of responsibility

¢) Mechanism for continued cocperation and coordination

pyd

d) Bibliographic standards for the aresa.

These recommerdations are intended to increase the eifectiveness
the library processing function and permit a more current announcament
ribbean material and can e implemented duiring the first halif of
iscal 68, Comprehensiveness of coverage, a most important atiribute of

Hy 1)

-,
v
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a regional bibliographic center, can only come about through the acceptance
of the Responsible Agent Concept by all countries of the Caribbean Community.
The agents would be preferably a library or an institution which stands to
benefit the most from close cooperation with the regional center, These
would contact all commercial, institutional and government sources of
publication in their area,

It is impossible for us at this time to implement the center as
a whole, but the results of the survey have indicated an immediate need
for an interim capability within the Caribbean Regionsl Library. This
capability is described in terms of a planned approach for implementation,
the impact the plan will have on the productivity of the Library and the
manning levels and funding required to see the plan to.completion. This
effort will not be lost. The Caribbean Regional Library and anybody using
it will benefit from it.

The plan is designed to achieve a highly efficient operating
capability within the Library in the shortest possible time. To this end,
major emphasis will be directed toward those problem areas which can be
resolved through the application of improved operating procedures and
available data processing techniques, The outcome, scheduled over a four
month period, will be an operating system capable of handling present input
volumes in a timely manner. In addition, the system will be flexible "
enough to to absorb workload increases of a regiomal bibliographic center
without complete system re-design.

The heart of the interim cazability is the transformation of
bibliographic information into machi. e readable form at the earliest
possible stage in the processing cycle, Therefore, the initial agtivity
will be directed towards

1, Designing a standardized worksheet containing all elements
of bibliographic information now in use by the Library.
The worksheet will be capable of handling additional elements
without major revision.

2. Establishing detailed procedures and methods covering all
aspects of operation concerning the worksheets from manual
recording to conversion to machine readable form,

S Preparing specifications to be generated for computer
programs directed toward producing the Current Caribbean
Bibliography annually. In addition, a bi-monthly supple.
ment would be produced via computer procéssing.

k., Divising a system checkout and the training of Library
personnel to maintain continued operation, = That is to say,
that the system will be checked :to see if it does what it was
meant to do.

Although the plan utilizes computer techniques in processing
bibliographic information, it in no way implies the need for a computer
facility within the Library. Rather, full advantage will be taken of
service bureau facilities to accomplish the desired end.



In sunmary, the plan is limited to the fellowing assumptions:

a= That the end products of the automated system will be geassa
to the present services of the Libraryg

b= That the computer programs will be dssigned for a machine
configuration readily available to the Caribbean Regional
Library,.

The obviouns benefits which can bte expected from the implemsncatiorn
of an interim capability are as follows:

a- Biblivgraphic information in a machine readable form available
for computer manipulation.

b= A bimonthly supplement to the Current Caribbean Bibliocgraphy
reflecting all iteme acquired by the Library.

¢ The Current Caribbean Biblicgraphy assembled and pubiished on
an annual basis,

d= The introduction of the worksheet cencept which will entail’
re~distribution of operating respomsibilities. Much of vie
‘clerical work now accomplished within the subject cataloging
section will be delegated to others,

o=~ The funchtlions of editingand duplicating check will be assisted
by computer listings produced monthly, showling all processed
items in author, subject and title sequence,

f- The introduction of automated techniques to the library atafl
resulting in an experience factor which will prove invaluable
to the subsequent transition to a Bibliographis Center,

This plan-was presented to the delegates to the Conference for the
Eatablisbhment of a Regional Bibliographic Center for the Caritbean hald
Mareh 2829, Many delegates thought it was toc short a time to discuss
such a project, but we felt that the time factor might be decilsive forx
many when the deciaion came as to whether or not to attend., The Conference
was attended by 22 librarians from the Caribbean and 8 from cutside the
reglion. The first day Mrs. Shepard talked about the newd for the senter,
Y presented a survey of our efforts to being about its establishment,

My, Joseph Breen, analyst of System Development Corporation presented tha
deslegn of the center and Mr. Raymond Barret, Manager of Technical Informa=
tion System Depte, presented examples of bibliograpbic centers already
Functioning and offering services we might be able to offer in the fubure,
The delegates received copies of the study and the second day, the
Conference broke up into six round tables to discuss it in dstail. This

wag dons to ensure full participation from all deslegatas. Two main topics
were used as a basis for discussion: the services espscted and the problems
euvisioned, , v

I will not go into details of the Conference, since 1 have
brought copies of the Final Report which you can pick up later. Mr. Breen
and I will try to answer any questions you may have. Howewver, I will say
that we were very pleased with the outcome of the Conferencs. The project
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was given full support by all those present, and when I szy support, 1
mean moral support, as only the U.S, Virgin Islands delegats, Enid Baa,
formally offered to contribute financially to the project. ‘

You must be wondering now where we plan to go from here. You
have seen that the study determined that there would have to be a period
of time when the Caribbean Regional Library would have to prepare itself
for the bibliographic center--that is the Interim Capability Stage.

The Caribbean Regional Library will assume financial responsibi-
lity for the interim capability and will start it around July of this year,
Besides, as stated in the resolutions of the Conference, CODECA will seek
financial assistance from foundations, government agencies, etc., to
implement the full program. We are sure the Caribbean Regional Biblio-
graphic Genter is needed and feasible and we trust to be able to obtain
the assistance we need to reach our goal,
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NEWS OF THE LIBRARIES

INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA

WEST INDIA REFERENCE LIBRARY

GIFTS & ACQUISITIONS

Gifts to the library included the Sangster collection of personal
pa2pers, books and memorabilia; the Curti manuscripts, a coilection of
research data on child pyschology in Jamaica, collected by Dr. Margaret
Curtij account books from the 19th century; 50 early photographs of
Jamaica from the estate of B. L. Williams; glass slides and photographs of
Jamaica taken by M. R. Church in 1897, presented through the University of
"lorida, . v

Notable acquisitions included two manuscript maps in colour, a Plan
of Port Royal in the island of Jamaica 1822 /Robert Burne/ and a Military
survey of the environs of Kingston Jamaica from Spanish Town to Stony Hill
Barracks. The Library has also received photocopies of material on Marcus
Garvey in the Schomburg Collection of the New York Public Library.

A second microfilm reader has been added to facilitate use of diff-
erent kinds of films.

PUBLICATIONS

Jamaican Accessions 1966 , edited by Miss Patricia Y. Dunn, appeared
during the course of the year. Miss Judith Richards compiled Directory
of Jamaican libraries : Part I for the Jamaica Library Association.

Not a library publication, but often making use of library sources. The
Institute's new Jamaica Journal came out in December,

STUDY LEAVE & SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS

Miss Suzette Hinds left for the University of Strathclyde in Scotland
in October on, oune year's study leave. A Multi-national Librarian's Pro-
gramme scholarship was awarded by the United States Government to Miss
Patricia Dunn, who is specializing in manuscript collections. The scholar-
ship is for four months, September 1967 to January 1968, Miss Judith
Richards represented the Institute at two conferences, 'Conference for the
establishment of a Regional Bibliographic Centre for the Caribbean, March
28~29, 1967, at Hato Rey, Puerto Rico, and the XIIth seminar on the Acqui-
sition of Latin American Library Materials at Los An.eles, June 22-24, At
the latter, Miss Richards presented a paper on 'Biblliographic aids for
building reference collections on the British Caribbean.’
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STAFF

Mise Glory Robertson resigned as Acting Librarian anc !M»e Rema Reckord
succeeded to the post, Three Library Assistants Grade II resigned and twe
new ones have joined the staff, Mr, Carlos Nelson, now with Alcan iz
Mandeville, served as a Special Assistant for three months.

GENERAL LIBRARY

STAFF

Miss Audrey Leigh and Miss Merle Taylor returned from one year's
study leave in the United Kingdom, Miss Leigh in January and Miss Taylor
in Jaly. Both students were aided by The British Council, and both
qualified as Associates of the Library Association. Miss Leigh has since
been appointed to the post of Assistant Librarian in the General Librarye.

Miss Barbara Haughton was seconded to the Ministry of Finance
Library for three months and Mrs. R, Tyson to the External Affairs
Library for a similar period.

ACRUISITIONS & GIFTS

The General Library has decided to provide service in depth in the
fields of Art, particularly the Performing Arts, Music, Literature,
History and General Reference in keeping with the Institute's devotion to
the encouragement of Literature, Science and Art; science being provided
by the Science Museum Library.

The Lake Memorial Music Library is still not a reality. The books
are being acquired and catalogued, but the equipment for listening has not
yet been installed.

Recently, we were approached by the Junior Management Circle to house
their small stock of books on Business Management. The books have been
catalogued and are now ready for the shelves.

The British High Commission gave us some reference books, and we
continue to receive Spanish books from the United States Information
Service.

VISITORS

Miss J. Collette, Regional Librarian of the United States Informa-
tion Service Library in Panama, recently visited the Alexander Hamilton
Library.

Ve found her experience and knowledge of United States Informatiou
Service libraries in the area valuable,

Other visitors were Dr, David Donovan of American Library Associa-
tion and Professor William Jackson of Illinois University.
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ST. JCSEPH'S TEACHERS' COLLEGE
CHANGES IN LIBRARY

Sister M, Tarcisia, 0.S5.F. whe was largely responsible for organizing
and developing the College Library resigned to take up an appointment as
Principal of St, Joseph's Girls' School.

Mrs. Virginia Kidd joined the teaching Staff of the College as a
memter of the English Department. She took up the the work completing
the shelf inventory with the help of a trained librarian, Mrs Hill,who as
a lay apostle has been assisting the schools in the Diocese of Kingston
tc establish and improve their libraries. Mrs. Kidd also introduced a
new clerk to the mysteries of cataloguing, shelving and discharging stock,
trained & number of students tc aessist in the library orientated the staff
menbers who make up the library committee, ordered new stock, raised
money for an elsctric stylus by selling old magazines and books, kept
interesting and informative displays on peg board and bulletin board, and
invited the students to a programme of readings.

The most exciting additions to the library were gifts. Mrs. Vera
Hinds, a graduate of the College who in 1967 completed a Master's degree
in library science, presented a brand new set of The New Book of Knowledge
and the Caradian Government gave as part of its centennial celebration
an encyclopaedic volume entitled Dictionary of Canadian Biography. A new
shelf had tc be added to accommodate the encyclopaedia.

An offer of help has now been received from the Institute of Education
at the University, Mrs. Bennett formerly of the Jamaica Library Services,
is to act as consultant to the Colleges,

The changes are numerous for such a brief period. The College has
been fortunate indeed in finding adequate personnel to keep them from
being disastrons,

JAMATCA LIBRARY SERVICE

The service points throughout the island now total 251,

13 Parish Libraries
37 Branch Libraries
14% Book Centres

F6 Bookmobile Points
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The bookstock is now 517, 130 and registered readers number 259,624,

The schools Library Service serves a total of 777 Primary, 3enior
and Junior Secondary Schools. The bookstock is now 267,000, and readers
number 346,000,

Five new Book Centres were opened viz. Belmont, Lancaster, Maggotty,
Richmond Vale, and Troja. In areas where the limited opening hours anc
bookstock could not cope with the increased readership demand, Seven
Book Centres were converted to Brench Libraries as follows:-

Race Course (McWhinnie), Bamboo, Guy's Hill, Whitehouse, Duckenfield,
Swift River, and Southfield.

The Kingston and St. Andrew Parish Library purchased another Book-
mobile unit with a capacity of 2,000 books, in order to meet the need for
more "Stops", :

Trelawny Parish Library and Westmoreland Parish Library have been
promoted to Grade I status.

The Clare McWhinnie Branch Library was opened in January 1967,
Members of the Race Course community erected the building at a cost of
£7,000. The Clarendon Parish Cauncil donated the furnishings and the
Jamaica Library Service provided the initial bookstock.

The Manchester Parish Library is now under construction at a cost of
£50,000 and will be completed in March 1968. This will make an out-
standing difference to the physical facilities for reading, and the book
provision now offered to the people of Manchester.

The Headquarters Building which was constructed in 1957 is currently
being extended at a cost of £54,000 s0 as to centralise all Headquicrters
Staff and so adequately provide for the efficient processing of books,
and speed up the present book flow to the public. The space shortage had

been so acute that two rented premises had been used, thus staff had to
be supervised from three buildings.

STAFF

Mrs. Hazel Bennett, M.S., F.L.A. Deputy Director resigned after 15
years of service with the Jamaica Library Service, to take up the post of
Documentary Librarian, Institute of Education, University of the West
Indies.

Miss Leila Thomas, F.L.A. has been appointed Deputy Director.

Miss Myrtle A, Picart, A.L.A.,, Manchester Parish Library, has been
seconded to organise the Library at the Jamaica Mission in Washington.
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Training - During the year four Training Courses were held:-

(a) An In-service Training Course was held for recruits.

(b) Tra.ning Course for newly appointed Library Assistants
Grade I.

(¢) Re-orientation Course for Senior members of Parish
Library Staff.

(d) With the last of the Entrance Examination of the
British Library Association being held in November
1967, a two weeks crash programme was organised for
students taking this examination., Twenty-six members
of staff attended this course.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Jamaica Library Board Awards

Scholarships

Mrs. Gloria James of Jamaica Library Service Headquarters, she is at
present at the Ealing Technical College, and will remain there for a
further year July 1967-July 1968.

Miss Joan Dolphy of the Kingston and St. Andrew Parish Library, she
will study for two years, July 1967-July 1969, at the Liverpool College of
Commerce.,

Mrs. Carmen Leighton of the Schools Library Service, she will attend
the Liverpool College of Commerce for one year, January-December 1968.

BURSARIES
(1) Miss June Williams of Manchester Parish Library.
(2) Miss June Vernon of Jamaica Library Service Headquarters.
(3) Miss Kathleen Harrison of the Buff Bay Branch Library.

These students are at present attending Library Schools in Britain,

SPECIAL GRANT

Mrs Yvonne Lawrence of St. Catherine Parish Library, at present she
is studying at the Ealing Technical College.

OTHER AWARDS

British Council 's Scholarship - was awarded to Miss Hazel Hamilton of
Jamaica Library Service Headgquarters.

The United States Information Service Four Months Travel Grant was
awarded to Miss Norma Kelly of Jamaica Library Service Headquarters. She
is observing library practices in the United States of America.
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A year's internship at the Toronto Public Library was granted to
Mrs. Ouida Benjamin of Manchester Parish Library, she is specializing
in Youth Librarianship.

Returned from Scholarships recently are:-

Mrs. Gloria Royale, A.L.A., St. James Parish Library
Mrs. Yvonne Hamilton, A.L.A. St. Mary Parish Library
Mrs. Angela Gray, Kingston and St. Andrew Parish Library

Expected soon, is Miss Gloria Clarke, A.L.A., Portland Parish Library.

GIFTS

Valuable donations were received throughnut the year from individuals,
and organizations., The Embassies made regular gifts of books and other
material relevant to their country. Outstanding contributions came from
United Kingdom, United States of America and Germany.

The Ranfurly Library Service's - quarterly donations of books to

Jamaica were useful not only to the Jamaica Library Service but also to
several educational institutions.

EXHIBITIONS

The theme of the 1967 Independence Exhibition was 'Jamaica on the
Move'. The exhibition covered the various modes of transport in Jamaica's
history. Private collectors and firms loaned several models and other
material. Films were shown in conjunction with talks given by Dr. Strat-
man. The exhibition was well received, especially by the young adults.

An unusual and attractive display was set up at the Denbigh Agricul-
tural Show, with the local theme '""One one coco full basket''. Bamboo
ladders were used as display racks, and information on local fruits and
vegetables was the highlight of the Children's Section., The farming
public and visitors showed keen interest in the information provided,

VISITORS

Visitors of note included: Miss W. McDowell, A.L.A. from the Central
Library of Trinidad, she was awarded a year's U.N.E.S.C.0, fellowship to
compile a Bibliography of Trinidad and Tobago 1498-1963., She conducted
research at Headquarters. ;

Professor and Mrs. Fryberg of the University of Waikato, New Zealand;

Dr, David Donovan of the American Library Association; Mr. Glen Sitzmann,
Librarian of the University of Guyana; Mr. Keeble S. Gregory of the
Toronto Public Library Board, and Professor William Jackson of Illinois
University,
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & LANDS

The Librarian, Miss Pottinger went on long leave and her assistant
Miss M. Wedderburn has been carrying on in her absence.

Work continues on the building up of a section on West Indian agri-
culture, In addition, an index of periodical literature on Jamaican
agriculture has been started.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH COUNCIL LIBRARY 1967

There were many staff changes during the year. Miss Pauline Young
acted for three months while the Technical Librarian was on overseas
leave. During her tour abroad Mrs Fray visited many special libraries
in Canada, Great Britain and Ireland and the United States. She
attended the Special Libraries Association Convention in New York.

New policies were introduced at the Scientific Research Council
which materially affected the library.

Mrs. Fray will be working at the Institute of Jamaica on the
Jamaica Journal List project during the months of January and February,
1967. She has resigned from the Scientific Research Council effective
31st March 1967,

MICO COLLEGE LIBRARY

The College Library was reorganized in 1959 to meet the require-
ments of modern librarianship. The stock was edited and re-classified
and in 1960 removed to the upper floor of Buxton Hall to:what was .
formerly the First Year Students dormitory. The re-organization was
done with the aid of the staff of the Jamaica Library Service.

The 9000 volume library now serves 700 students and 50 tutors.
Throughout the years various people and organigzations have donated books,
especially the British Council and the United States Information Service.
The Mico 0ld Students Association have also been contributing to a
special library fund. A classroom was added to the library in 1966 to
house the Reference Collection and a Sub-Committee of the Friends of
Mico was formed to assist the Librarian. Voluntary service in the library
is offered by members of this sub-committee.
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CARIBBEAN REGIONAL LIBRARY

Dr, Luis A, Passalacqua Christian, Executive Director of CODECA, San
Juan, Puerto Ricc , announces that by January 31st, 1968, the Caribbean
Regional Library will be able to supply xerographic and microfilming
services to satisfy present needs of its patrons. These services will be
offered in collaboration with University Microfilms, Inc., which will
rlace at the Caribbear Regional Library a 91 ~nnier and a microfilm
camera to be operaied by library personnel. It will be possible to fill
requests for Caribbean publica.l ... wuicua are uow out-of-print and it
will also help preserve this unique collection without having to curtail
the services in any way. Researchers and scientists working on different
aspects of Caribbean affairs will find this service invaluable.

Additional information on the project and details regarding prices
of the services will be announced in the near future. Any inquiries
should be addressed to:

Caribbean Regional Library

Caribbean Economic Development Corporation
P.O. Box 1058

452 Ponce de Leon Avenue

Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00919.

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Dr. J. Hartog, Librarian, Public Library, Wilhelminstraat 6,
Oranjestad, Aruba, N.A,

Dr., Alma Jordan, Senior Librarian, University of the West Indies,
St. Augustine, Trinidad

Mrs. Paulita C. Maldonado de la Torre, Director, Caribbean
Regional Library.

This issue of the Bulletin was edited by Mrs. Rae Wright and Miss
Audrey Leigh with the assistance of members of the Research and
Publications Working Party, and was printed for the Association
at the University of the West Indies.



(U,K,) LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION RESULTS

WINTER '66 AND SUMMER '67

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

Miss
Miss
Mre.
Miss
Miss
Mrs.
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss

PROFBLSIONAL EXAMINATION, Part

Clandia Barnes
J., M., Brooks
Arlene Davis
Carol Desouza
Daphne Downer
D. H. Hardie

D. M, L"ewellyn
L 3 MC Ke.l.lz_-.t.':

E, R, Neuiville
M. L, Osbourne
Dorothy Palmer
Hermine Salmon
Fae Samuels

V. E. Sangster
M. E, Scott
Eppie Smith
Elaine Stewart

Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Schools Library Service

Kingston & St, Andrew Parish Library
Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Manchester Parish Library
Westmoreland Parish Library

St. James Parish Library

Jamaica Library Service - Headquarters
Portland Parish Library

St, Ann Parish Library

Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
St. Catherine Parish Library
Kingston & St., Andrew Parish Library
St. James Parish Library

Brown's Town Branch Library

Kingston & St., Andrew Parish Library
Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library

b

MrS:
Miss
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs,
Miss
Miss

PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION, PART

Joan Chang

Kathleen Harrison

S, B, Hinds
Gloria James

C. D, Leighton
June Vernon

Fay M, Williams

Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Buff Bay Branch Library
Institute of Jamaica Library

Jamaica Library Service - Headquarters
Schools Library Service

Jamaica Library Service - Headquarters
Jamaica Library Service - Headquarters

Il

Public Libraries

Miss

Merle Taylor

Theory of Cataloguing

Mre. A. Ry Gray
Miss A. Leigh

M.L"S—. S, E. Ac Piggott

Mrz. Dede Welsh

Institute of Jamaica

Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Institute of Jamaica Library
Ministry of Education Library
Manchester Parish Library
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Trheory of Classification
hirs. Lorna Neita Manchester Parish Library
Mrs., S. E, A, Piggott Ministry of Education Library

Practical Catzloguld
1iss » Allen

Portland Parish Library

Mrs. A. R. Gray Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Miss N, C. Orr Hanover Parish Library

Mi=s R, R, Robb Jamaica Library Service -Headquarters
wigs M. Taylor Institute of Jamaica Library

Jistory of Labraries and Librarianship
Miss R. R. Robb Jamaica Library Service-Headquarters

Library Service for Young People in Schools and Public Libraries

Frs. A. R. Gray Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Mrs. S, E. Piggott Ministry of Education Library

Miss J. Y. M., Williams Manchester Parish Library
Bibliograpnhy

Mrs. Dede Welsh Manchester Parish Library

Bibliography and Librarianship of Education

Miss A, Leigh Institute of Jamaica Library
Miss M, Taylor (merit) Institute of Jamaica Library
Miss Jo Y, Williams (merit) Manchester Parish Library

Bibliography and Librarianship of English Literature 1400-1800
Miss N, C, Orr Hanover Parish Library
Miss M, Taylor " Institute of Jamaica Library

Bibliography and Librarianship of History of Science & Technology,
1600 to date

Mrs. J. M. Ewbank (merit) University of the West Indies Library

Bibliography and Librarianship of Medicine

Mrs, ¥. Hamilton - 8t. Mary Parish Library

Bivliography and Librarianship of Music
Mrs. J. M., Ewbank University of the West Indies Linrary

Persons who have completed the final examination and are eligibie
ior election to the Register of Chartered Librarians:-

Miss G. S, Allen Portland Parish Library

Mrs. J. M. Ewbank University of the West Indies Library
Mrs. A. R. Gray Kingston & St. Andrew Parish Library
Mrs. Y., Hamilton St. Mary Parish Library

Miss A. Leigh Institute of Jamaica Library

Miss R, R. Robb Jamaica Library Service~Headquarters

Miss M. Taylor Institute of Jamaica Library



JAMAICA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1967-638

President

1st Vice-President
2nd Vice-President
3rd Vice-President

Treasurer to September
Treasurer November-January '68

Secretary

Parish Library Representative
Members:

CHAIRMEN OF WORKING PARTIES

Education

Finance

Promotions

Research & Publications

Mr. Graham Binns

Mr. W, E. Gocking
Mrs. Hazel Bennett
Miss Judith Richards

Miss Stephanie Ferguson
Mrs. C. P. Fray

Mrs., R, Wright

Mrs. K. Hart

Mr, Hugh Dunphy

Mr. K, E. Ingium (to July 1967)
Mrs. Cynthia Warmington

Mrs., Amy Robertson
(inactive)

Miss Norma Segre
Miss Judith Richards
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